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IPnttotitittion. 



Before entering upon an account of the 
proceedings connected with the occasion on 
which the following Sermons were delivered, 
it may not be uninteresting to the reader to 
have a brief statement of the circumstances 
which led to the pulling down of the Old 
Parish Church, and of the preliminary steps 
which were taken towards the erection of the 
present edifice. 

The Old Church * having at difierent 

* For a more minute description of the Old Parish Church, 
the reader is referred to Thoresby's Ducatus Leodiensis, p. 38, 
Ed. 1716; Dr. Whitaker's Loidis and Slmete, p. 40, Ed. 1816; 
and to a Paper '' On the discoveries made on taking down the 
Parish Church of Leeds,'' by R. D. Chantrell, Esq., which 
appeared in the " Votive Offerings/' a little work published for 
charitable purposes in 1839. A Church seems to have stood 
on the present site from the time of the Saxons. 
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periods, for a long course of time, under- 
gone innumerable repairs and alterations, 
necessary to the preservation of the febric, 
and to make it in some degree commensurate 
with the wants of a rapidly increasing popu- 
lation, eventually assumed, in its internal 
arrangements especially, that anomalous and 
unecclesiastical appearance i?v:hich afforded 
melancholy evidence of the forgetfiilness or 
disregard of every principle of Christian 
architecture. The Body of the Church was, 
as Thoresby truly says, " very well pewed; " 
every nook and comer of the Nave being 
crowded with pews of the most incongruous 
shape and size. Long projecting galleries, 
also, were suspended from the West End, and 
the North and South Walls; the clustered 
pillars of the 14th century were nearly cut 
through, as also the pointed arches ; ♦and for 
the purpose of giving the organ a conspi- 
cuous position, as well as increasing the 
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deplored, and many, doubtless, had been 
the wishes for increased Church accommo- 
dation more in unison with the solemnities 
of public worship ; but the opposing spirit 
of Dissent and irreverence, so long prevalent 
in our large manufacturing towns, had 
rendered the accomplishment of such wishes 
almost hopeless. 

When, however, the present Vicar was 
appointed to the Incumbency, a fresh impulse 
was given to Church feeling in Leeds, and the 
time appeared to have arrived when, by a 
vigorous effort, the long cherished hopes of 
churchmen might be realized. The subject 
became the topic of general conversation. 
It was remarked, and with some reason, that 
it were in vain to urge upon the parishioners 
the duty of attending Church, when there 
was no adequate accommodation for them ; 
while the difficulty of insisting upon the due 
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observance of the rubric in a Church where it 
was unavoidably violated, was not unfelt. 

•During this state of general interest 
and inquiry, the Vicar and a few of the 
leading gentlemen of the town met to con- 
sult on the subject, at the house of the late 
Mr. Gott, a gentleman always anxious to 
promote whatever he thought conducive to 
the welfare of Leeds.* While all were con- 
sidering in what manner the undertaking 
might be best commenced, the following 
petition signed by several hundreds of the 
parishioners was presented to the Vicar : — 

TO THE VICAR OF LEEDS. 
REVEREND SIR, 

We, the undersigned parishioners of Leeds, 
beg leave respectfully to address you on the subject of 

* Several other warm supporters have also been removed ; 
among whom may be mentioned the munificent Lady William 
Gordon, and the lamented Dr. Carr of Knostrop. 

a 3 
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the deficient accommodation now afforded for pablic 
worship in the Parish Church; and we are em- 
boldened in so doing by a sense of the great importance 
of the subject, and of your well-known urbanity and 
kindness towards your parishioners. 

It is no secret, and it will be no flattery to state it 
to you, that since your appointment to the pastoral 
superintendence of Leeds, the attendance on the 
services of the Parish Church has very greatly 
increased, and is, we rejoice to see, still increasing. 
To such a degree is this the case that great numbers of 
persons are reduced to the necessity of standing during 
the service, and many have repeatedly gone away 
without being able to procure any accommodation 
whatever. This is a state of things which, we are 
convinced, the liberality and good feeling of this large 
and wealthy parish will not suffer to continue ; and 
we have been much gratified in learning that you 
are yourself convinced of the necessity of providing 
additional accommodation, and have procured plans 
from an able architect for so altering the Interior of 
the Church as to meet this object. 

We therefore respectfully request you, as one means 
of accomplishing this desirable purpose, to call an 
early meeting of the frequenters and friends of the 
Church generally, that they may co-operate with you 
in what must, necessarily, be an undertaking of 
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magnitude and difficulty. And we beg to assore you 
that we shall ever be ready to render you our most 
cordial assistance in this, as well as every other object 
which you may entertain for the advancement of the 
interests and dignity of the Church in your Parish. 

And we request you, Reverend Sir, to accept our 
affectionate regards and good wishes. 

Leeds, 19th October, 1837. 



. A way being thus opened, the Vicar without 
delay, (Nov. 8, 1837,) convened the meeting 
required, stated its object, and made such an 
appeal in favour of it, that the plan then pro- 
posed met with almost universal approbatioUi 
True it is, that there were not a few, who how- 
ever earnestly desiring a Parish Church better 
suited to the wants of the parish, and more 
characteristic of an edifice devoted to Christian 
worship, felt a natural regret when it was 
finally determined to destroy the internal 
arrangement of the fabric in which themselves 
had worshipped from infancy, and their 
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forefathers for generations. And it will 
be easily understood, how, on the last 
Sunday in which evening prayer was 
solemnized in the Old Parish Church, the 
congregation should seem loath to leave 
it, and linger there, as if endeavouring to 
impress upon their memory an indelible 
image of the sacred pile with which so many, 
and such conflicting sympathies were 
associated. 

The plan of alteration proposed at the 
above meeting, was to remove the tower 
from the centre to the North aisle, to extend 
the two lines of columns in the Chancel, so 
as to give a breadth equal to that of the 
Nave, and to raise the roof of the North 
aisle, retaining the whole of the external 
works, and putting new tracery into the 
windows. On a reinspection of the building, 
however, further alterations were found 
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tower could not be insured from day to day. 
This discovery so providential, and for which 
the parishioners of Leeds have such abundant 
cause for gratitude, — (since as there is no 
reason to suppose that the tower would have 
been able to withstand the destructive 
hurricane in the beginning of the year 1839, 
it is impossible to think upon the probable 
consequence of its fall without a shudder)— led 
to the almost complete demolition,* external as 

* The palling down of the old fabric commenced the week after 
Ash-Wednesday, 1838 ; from which time the parochial service 
was transferred, by the kind permission of the Incumbent, the 
Bey. F. T. Cookson, to St. John's Church. Daring the pro- 
gress of demolition several interesting architectural discoveries 
were made. In taking down the tower, for instance, many 
fragments of sculptured stones were found, which had been used 
as wall stones and also fillings : of these, some of a curious des- 
cription belonged to five several pillars. The most important, at 
least as &r as can be judged from the greater number of fragments, 
was a pillar carved on the four sides and terminated by a cross or 
crucifixion stone, having the arms connected by a segmental 
band. On this pillar were discovered numerous hieroglyphics, 
emblematic of the creation and advancement of man, of the 
ancient Asiatic system of astronomy, and of the division of the 
year into seasons, months, weeks and days. These pillars abound 
in Ireland, Scotland, the north of England, and other places, and 
are of the very highest antiquity ; indeed Mr. Chantrell, from 
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feet. The chancel extended eastward to the 
site of the old vestry, and separate entrances 
contrived to the new vestry, and robing-rooms 
for the clergy and choristers. 

But the Vignette, which accompanies the 
volume, renders any description of the 
external edifice unnecessary. It will be 
seen that the style chosen by the distin- 
guished architect, Robert Dennis Chantrell, 
Esq., of whose skill and genius this work 
will ever remain a monument, is that of 
the latter part of the fourteenth century, a 
transition from the decorated to the per- 
pendicular style; and hence, he has been 
able to introduce a variety of form which 
otherwise he would not. The masses, 
(particularly the tower, containing a new 
peal of remarkably powerful and sweet-toned 
bells,* thirteen in number, and which rises 

* The peal consists of thirteen bells, so as to form two distinct 
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from the ground in the centre of the North 
front, at the end of the transept,) partake 
more generally of the decorated character, 
but the flowing arch of the minuter parts 
terminates gracefully in the vertical tracery 

peals of eight, the one m the key of C, and the other in the key 
of G ; the whole peal comprises two peals of six, two peals of j 
eight, one peal of ten, and one peal of twelve ; the tenor bell is 
hi the grand key of C, and weighs 36 cwt. The weight of the 
enthre peal is 162 cwt. The treble bell being G, and the second 
bell F natural, throws the first eight bells out of tune, (which is 
the case with all other peals of twelve yet cast,) but by the intro- 
duction of the thirteenth, or F sharp bell, the first eight bells 
become a true and distinct peal of themselves. The inscriptions 
upon the bells are as follows : — 
Tenor — *' The gift of James Rhodes, Esq., of Knostrop, and 

his wife Maria." 
11th Bell—" Rev. W. F. Hook, D. D., Vicar; Rev. J. W. 
Clarke, B. A., Lecturer; Rev. G. Elmhirst, B. A., Curate; 
Rev. E. Brown, M. A., Clerk in Orders; Rev. W. D. Morrice, 
B. A., Assistant Curate.'* 
On the 2nd, or F. Sharp — " These bells were cast from a design 
of Mr. W. Gawkrodger, of Leeds, being the first peal of 13 
bells ever cast in this kingdom.'' 
1st, or Treble—" The gift of William, G^rge, and Samuel 

Smith." 
On all the BelU — ^The Founders' name, " Thomas Mears and 

Sons, London." 
The cost of the whole peal was £1203 16s. 4d. 
The old peal of ten bells was purchased for Headingley 
Chapel. 
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of the windows; and where no tracery is 
above it, finials form the terminations of 
the cusped arches of the transoms. Thus, 
the external fabric presents a most imposing 
appearance, its irregular parts forming an 
elaborate and harmonious whole. 

On entering the Church, through the 
deeply recessed North doorway, — its inner 
porch forming a rich canopied arch, ter- 
minated with an old statue of St. Peter, 
and having the angles buttressed and pinna- 
cled, — its lofty and, in part, groined roof, 
supported on an arcade of eight pillars and 
arches on each side, the former beautifully 
clustered, the latter elegantly pointed, — its 
ample dimensions* in length and breadth^ 



♦Length of Church.. 180 7 

Width ditto 86 

Length of Transept. . 101 

Width ditto 21 9 

South Aisle 14 8 

Nave 28 4 

North Aisle 15 4 

Ditto ditto 19 3 



Height of Nave . . - . 45 

Ditto Transept.. 47 

Ditto Side Aisles 34 

Ditto North Aisle 22 

Rise of Roof 13 

Height of Tower 139 

Without pinnacles.. 127 

Outside of Nave .... 47 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XV 

combining solidity and strength with the most 
airy lightness ; above all, its developement, 
amid the solemn light transmitted through 
its many and richly coloured windows, of 
the great mysteries of our faith, — are well 
calculated to impress the mind with that 
reverential awe which should ever accom- 
pany sinful man, as he enters the Temple 
of the Omnipotent and Holy God. 

" Together all, 
In thoughts that awe but not appal, 
Teach the adoring heart to fall." 

Instead of the former pews, the whole of the 
Nave is filled with open seats provided with 
ample kneeling boards and having stall ends, 
all of which, with very few exceptions, are free. 

The Chancel is approached by seven steps, 
and the low open screen work at the. first 
platform on which the communicants kneel, 
is of stone, and has a very light and elegant 
appearance. 
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The Altar, which stands from the wall, has 
a covering of Royal Purple Velvet, in the 
middle of which is a richly embroidered 
monogram. Two massive candlesticks with 
wax tapers stand upon the Altar to be used, 
when required, at evening Prayer. 

The Altar-piece, placed in a rich stone 
frame, is a splendid Picture, by Corregio, 
and Baronio his pupil, representing Christ's 
agony in the garden. On either side the altar- 
piece are the Commandment Tables in stone, 
richly enshrined, having the letters, which 
are of the fourteenth century, rubricated. 

The East Window is filled with fine old 
stained glass, representing the blessed Virgin, 
the Crucifixion, St. John the Evangelist, 
St. Matthew, St. Bartholomew, St. Peter, 
St. Joseph, and others. The glass which fills 
the Altar recesses is also stained, as well as the 
glass in the North and South East Windows. 
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The Ante-Chapel Window contains the 
arms of the Becketts, executed by Ward, of 
London. 

At the North and South ends of the chan- 
cel are stalls for the Clergy. 

The ancient cover of the Piscina of the four- 
teenth century is placed in the South East 
wall of the Chancel, and is converted into a 
monument to Thoresby * the Antiquary ; and 

♦ Sb^ttfti to t^e ja^motB ^t 

RALPH THORESBY, F.R.S., 

A Member of the Ancient Corporation of Leeds. 

He was bom 16th August, 1658. 

He died 16th October, 1725, 

And was interred within these Walls. 

His Name 

known in y Annals of Literature 

as that of an Historian and Antiquary, 

is recorded here as that of 

an humble Christian. 

He was educated a Nonconformist, 

But the wisdom of his mature years was guided to seek 

The Church : 

Within her Fold he attended with a salutary diligence 

The ordinances of our Holy Faith. 

Hence he was enabled to dispense y Benefits 
of a respected example. 

And to receive y Blesfings 

of that pure and undefiled Religion, 

which led him 

to visit the Fatherless and Widow in her affliction, 

and to keep himself unspotted from y world, 
b 3 
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in the North East comer of the Chancel is a 
monument to the Memory of the Rev. Richard 
Fawcett, * M.A., the late respected Vicar 
of the Parish. Both these monuments shew 
the superior effect of monuments in harmony 
with the building over the Vandal chimney 
piece monuments, contrived at an enormous 
expense by modem marble masons. 

Provision is made for the Choristers on 
either side the choir near to the chancel 
steps. 

* Co t^t ^^motfi of 

THE LATE REV. RICHARD FAWCETT, M.A., 

Vicar of this Parish, 

In which the whole of his Ministerial 

Laboars had been spent, 

. Having been seven years Curate of this Church, 

Twenty-three years Incumbent of Armley, 

And upwards of twenty years 

Vicar of this Parish, — 

A man of genuine liberality. 

Firm in principle, in his manners, courteous ; 

Who died Jan. 22, 1837, aged 76 ; beloved by his family, 

Valued by his friends. 

And esteemed and respected by all his parishioners. 
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In the centre of the choir stands the Fald- 
stool where the Litany is chanted. 

The Lettem whence the lessons are read 
is of wood in the form of an Eagle, with out- 
spread wings, and stands at the South side 
of the choir. 

Against the South East pillar of the Nave 
is placed the Pulpit, which is of wood, illus- 
trated by a carving of the Annunciation, 
of the Adoration of the Shepherds, and 
of the Baptism of our Saviour. 

At the extreme West end, raised, and 
approached by three steps, stands the Font, 
supplied with a constant stream of water. 

The great West window is filled with 
stained glass, containing the arms of the 
Bishop of the Diocese, the Vicar of the 
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Parish, and the Patrons of the living ; and 
was executed by Evans of Shrewsbury, from 
the architect's composition. 

The North West window contains the 
Royal Arms, the arms of the Archbishop of 
i York, and the Architect's, 

The South West window contains the arms 
of the Borough of Leeds, and those of the 
late Peter Haddon, M. A,, Vicar of the Parish. 

The Organ,* which is a very fine and 



* The present Instrament is almost entirely new, and built by 
Messrs. Joseph and William Greenwood of this town. The first 
Organ which was erected in the Parish Church was built by Mr. 
Henry Price, of Bristol in 1714, and probably owed its erection 
in a great measure to Mr. Qeorge Bannister of North Hall Grange, 
who in 1708 gave the rents of a Farm of six pounds per annum, 
clear rent, at Sutton near Ferry- Bridge, to take place after his 
death, for a salary to an Organist, when an Organ shall be set up 
in the Parish Church of Leeds, or St. John's Chapel there ; and 
until then to be disposed of to such charity as his Trustees shall 
think most meet. Accordingly we find that the Organ was set 
up in August 1714, and in the Registers on Sunday, August 29th 
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effective instrument, fills the South transept 
from the ground. Instead of the usual 
Italian black and gold cases, the pipes are 
concealed by rich tracery of wood-work, 

1714, it is recorded " This vjoa ye first Sunday ye Organ played' 
John Carr, Organist.** The original organ was without a swell 
(which was not invented until many years after this date), and 
consisted of about 1300 pipes. It seems that its situation in the 
Old Parish Church was a matter of dispute with the leading mem- 
bers of the congregation, for we find in Thoresby's diary, October 
10, 1713, '' After prayers with Mr. Shelton, &c. about placing of 
the organ, to preTent its fixing against the Commands, at our 
end of the Church, and succeeded." Its situation, however, was 
most wretched, being placed immediately under the square tower, 
the ringing of the bells invariably causing it to go out of tune, 
from the continued motion wliich they g^ve to it. In 17 — the 
swell was added by Byfeld, the scale of which was from G to F 
in alt. Mr. John Carr, the first organist, who lived in Briggate, 
died Sep. 9, 1756, and on the 1 1th Oct. 1756, Mr. John Crompton, 
of Rochdale, was elected organist by the trustees. He was after- 
wards succeeded by Mr. Lawton and Mr. Hake. In 1815 the 
organ was nearly renewed by the late Mr. Thomas Greenwood, 
and was for some years afterwards considered one of the finest in 
Yorkshire. It was, however, so injured by incompetent persons 
in about the year 1827 that its original sweetness and brilliancy 
were almost entirely destroyed, and at least half its power 
taken away, by an absurd operation termed '^bleeding,** The 
whole of the pipes which were thus injured are now replaced 
with new ones, or restored to their original power and brilliancy. 
Mr. W. M. Heginbotham was, in 1815, organist, and was succeeded 
by the late Mr. John Greenwood, a performer of great eminence. 
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corresponding with the architecture of the 
building, which gives it the appearance of a 
shrine. 

Greenwood was succeeded by his pupil, the late organist, Mr. 
Henry Smith, of whom Dr. Wesley has just been appointed the 
successor. The present organ is almost entirely new, and consists 
of the following stops, to which we have added as nearly as 
possible the date of each : — Great Organ — Scale from G G to F 
in alt. — two octaves of double open diapasons (in wood) ex- 
tending from C C C C upwards, with helpers — 1841. 



Front open diapason, 1841 

German ditto 1815 

Stopt ditto 1815 

Smaller open ditto . . 1841 
Small principal .... 1841 
Largeditto 1820 

Choir Organ, G G to F— 

Open Diapason 1815 

Stopt ditto 1815 

Flute 1815 

Dulciana 1714 



Twelfth 1841 

Fifteenth 1841 

Sesquialtera 1841 

Larigot 1841 

Trumpet . . Snetzler . . — 

Clarion 1841 



Principal 1815 

Fifteenth 1815 

Mixture 1815 

Bassoon 18^ 



The swell was made by Byfeld, and is extended from G to Tenor 
C by Messrs. Greenwood. It consists of 



Open Diapason, 
Stop ditto, 1841, 
Principal, 



Comet, 

Trumpet, 

Hautboy. 



The whole of the chests, bellows, 4 composition pedals, &c. are 
entirely new, and also the exterior case. The present Organ will 
consist of about 2070 pipes, of which 1212 belong to the great 
organ, 336 to the swell, and 522 to the choir. Many judges 
consider the situation of the organ to be against its being heard to 
advantage, especially as respects the pedal pipes, but it must be 
remembered that it is placed in the only situation id which it 
could be, without interfering with the rights of the pew holders, 
or the architectural beauty of the building. 
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Above the Organ is a window filled 
with fragments of broken glass, stained and 
painted, and ended in Mosaics, 

Galleries being at all times a defect in 
Churches, and to be excused only on the 
ground of something like necessity, they are 
here supported by small iron pillars placed 
behind and independent of the stone pillars 
which support the Clerestories and roof, to 
denote that like the pews they are mere 
furniture. The front of the galleries is 
richly carved so as to resemble the tabernacle 
work over the stalls of a Cathedral. 

As the munificence of private individuals 
over and above their pecuniary donations, 
has done much towards procuring the 
ornamental part of the Church, it were 
unpardonable not to record the names of the 
donors together with their contributions. 
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HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN DOWAGER. 

Altar Cloth and Cushions of Royal purple Velvet. 

REV. ISAAC SPENCER, A.M., YORK. 
Altar Piece. 

THOS. BLAYDS, Esq. 

Three East Windows of ancient Stained Glass, collected from 

the Continent. 

THE PATRONS OF THE ADVOWSON. 

The West Wmdow of Stained Glass. 

CHRISR. BECKETT, Esq. 
The Ante-Chapel East Window of Stained Glass. 

ALEX. BROWN, Esq. 

St. Matthew, in the East Chancel Window of Stained Glass, 

by the late Jacob Wright. 

THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED FOR THE ALLOT- 
MENT OF THE PEWS AND OTHERS. 

South-East Chancel Window of Stained Glass. 

PENNY SUBSCRIPTION AMONG THE WORKING 
CLASSES. 

North-East Clerestory Window of Stained Glass. 

This Window is appropriately named " the Poor Man's Window." 

THE KEN CLUB. 
Two Candlesticks for the Altar. 

EDWARD JOHN TEALE, Esq. 
The Large Bible and Prayer Book. 

A FEW FRIENDS. 
Two Altar Service Books. 

J. W. HUGALL, Esq. 

The Lettem. The Triforium ; and a pair of Candlesticks for 
the Altar. 
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BEV. WALTER HAMILTON, CANON OF SALISBURY. 

The Chest for Alms. 

WM. GOTT, Esq. 
The Monument to the Memory of Ralph Thoresby. 

JAMES RHODES, Esq., OF KNOSTROP, AND OTHER 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

The Peal of Thirteen Bells, by Mears, of WhitechapeL 

MR. CONSTANTINE, UPHOLSTERER. 
Two Chairs for the Chancel. 

MR. HOLMES, UPHOLSTERER. 
The Fittings up of the Vicar's Pews. 

MR. BRAITHWAITE, IRONMONGER. 
The Vestry Grates. 



We now proceed to record the event which 
excited such great interest, not only in Leeds, 
but throughout the Church generally, — ^the 
Consecration of the Church, the interior of I 
which we have attempted to describe. 

This solemn ceremonial, as is well known, 
took place on Thursday the second of Sep- 
tember last, in the presence of His Grace the 
Lord Archbishop of York, the Metropolitan ; 
the Lord Bishop of Ripon, the Diocesan ; two 
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venerable Fathers of distant Churches, the 
Bishops of Ross and Argyll and New Jersey, 
as well as hundreds of dignitaries and other 
clergy from every diocese in England, and 
several thousands of every rank, age, and 
calling, among the Laity. Such a con- 
gregation assembled together for the purpose 
of dedicating, with an imposing ritual, a 
noble temple, rich in architectural skill and 
ornament, to the service of Almighty God, 
was, as will readily be supposed, a scene of 
unusual splendour and solemnity ; and never, 
perhaps, since those early days when such 
services were performed in the presence of a 
full synod of Bishops, was any similar work 
of more * devout magnificence/ 

About eleven o'clock on the day just men- 
tioned. His Grace the Metropolitan and the 
Diocesan, accompanied by the Bishop of Ross 
and Argyll and the Bishop of New Jersey, 
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were received at the north door of the Church 
by the Vicar and clergy of the parish, and \ 
the churchwardens, and by them conducted 
to the vestry. 

Their lordships having put on their epis- 
copal robes, left the vestry by the north-east 
door, and followed by the Commissary 
and Registrar of the diocese, about 300 
clergy, robed in their surplices, the church- 
wardens and patrons of the advowson, re-en- 
tered the Church by the south-west door, 
where a petition* was presented to the Bishop 
by Henry Hall, Esq., senior patron, praying ' 
his lordship to consecrate the Church. 

The same having been read, and the Lord 
Bishop of the diocese having declared his 
readiness to consecrate the Church according 

* The petition is embodied in the Consecration Deed which 
follows. 
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to the petition, the procession moved up the 
nave of the Church, the Bishop and clergy 
alternately repeating the 24th Psalm. 

The clergy then took their places within 
the chancel. The Bishop of the diocese sat 
on the north side of the Altar, and the Bishop 
of New Jersey on the south side. TTie Arch- 
bishop sat on the right of the diocesan, on 
the north side, and immediately opposite his 
Grace sat the Bishop of Ross and Argyll. 



The Bishop having concluded the initial 
prayers of Consecration, his lordship com- 
manded the commissary, J. E. Norris, Esq., 
to read the Deed of Consecration, of which 
the following is a copy : — 

Sn fl^t B^axat of ©oK,— am^ n» 

Whereas it has been represented unto us, Charles 
Thomas, by Divine permission, Lord Bishop of Ripon, 



,r. 



nnalp 
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by a petition under the hands of the Reverend Walter 
Farquhar Hook, Doctor in Divinity, Vicar of the 
Parish of Leeds in our Diocese of Ripon, and Henry 
Hall, Christopher Beckett, Joseph Mason Tennant, 
Thomas Everard Upton, Francis Pickering, William 
Milthorpe Maude, and Ralph Markland, Esquires, in- 
habitants of the said parish of Leeds, That in the year 
of our Lord 1838, the Parish Church of Leeds, then 
an ancient and decayed erection, was partially taken 
down under the authority of a Faculty for that purpose 
duly granted by his Grace the Lord Archbishop of 
York, with a view to the said Church being rebuilt 
and enlarged ; that plans and specifications for rebuild- 
ing the said Church upon an extended scale and so as 
to a£Pord accommodation for 2450 persons, being 1000* 
more than the Old Church would hold, were submitted 
to and received my approval and also the approval of 
the Venerable the Archdeacon of Craven j That the 
said Church is now completed according to such plans 
and fitted up and famished with all things needful and 
necessary for the due performance of Divine Worship 
therein, at a cost exceeding the sum of ^£20,000 f raised 

• Of tbese 700 are free. 

t The first estimate of the cost of the alterations proposed at 
the meeting of the 8th Nov., 1837, was £6,300, whereby upwards 
of 70 additional pews in the gallery, and 700 free-sittings on the 
floor of the Church would have been obtained. When another 
estimate was required, (27th M'oy., 1839) £19,600 was declared 
requisite to complete the increased operations found necessary. At 
a meeting held since the Consecration, (25th October, 1841) the 
c 3 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XXX 

chiefly amongst the inhabitants of the said parish of 
Leeds by gratuitous contributions ; and that the same 
is now ready for Consecration, and praying we would 
be pleased to consecrate and dedicate the same solemnly 
to the service of Almighty God, to be and remain a 
Church by the name and title of Saint Peter's, at 
Leeds, for over. 

VSSL^tXtfOVt we, Charles Thomas, by Divine per- 
mission. Lord Bishop of Ripon, do, by our Authority, 
ordinary and episcopal, so far as in us lies, and by law 
we can separate and set apart the said newly-erected 
Church from all common and profane uses whatsoever, 
and do dedicate the same to Almighty God and Divine 
Worship, and consecrate it for the celebration thereof; 
and do openly and publicly pronounce, decree, and 
declare, that the same ought so to remain separated, 
dedicated, and consecrated, and we do pronounce and 



Committee stated, that they had been induced to exceed the above 
estimate, and that the total cost of the Building had been about 
£26,000. It was also stated that as the receipts amounted to 
£19,950, the sum of about £6000 was yet required to discharge 
the outstanding accounts. A subscription to meet this deficiency 
has already been opened, to which the Ripon Diocesan Church 
Building Society has contributed £1000. 

The award or allotment of the Pews, was signed and dated 
the first day of June, 1841. The Commissioners appointed by 
the Consistory Court of York were — ^The Vicar of Leeds ; the 
Rev. J. A Rhodes, Horsforth Hall; the Rev. Geo. Lewthwaite, 
Rector of Adel; Geo. Banks, Esq., St. Katherine's, Doncaster; 
John Blayds, Esq., Oulton; Charles John Brandling, Esq., 
MJddleton Lodge. 
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appoint the said Church by the name or title of 
"Saint Peter's, at Leeds," by this our definite 
sentence or final decree, which we read and promulge 
by these presents. 

®ib^ under our hand this 2nd Day of Septr. 
in the year of our Lord 1841, and of our 
Consecration the Fifth. 

C. T. RIPON. 

Which I attest, 

J. £. NORRIS, 
Dy. Registrar. 



The commissary then presented the Sen- 
tence of Consecration to the Bishop of the 
diocese ; and his lordship having signed the 
instrument, commanded it to be promulged 
and registered, together with the petition, 
among the muniments of the diocese. 

The usual morning service, in the course 
of which the several prayers appropriate to 
the occasion, were said by the Bishop, then 
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commenced and was chanted,* according to 
the rubric, by the Rev. John Jebb, M.A., 
Prebendary of Limerick, the Rev. Edward 
Brown, M. A. Clerk in Orders, and the 

* Church-mnBic as Chanting is emphatically called, was, like 
many other Catholic usages, denounced by the Puritans. The 
disgusting comparison in Prynne's Histrio-mastix is well 
known. In the debate on the abolition of Deans and Chapters 
in the long parliament, one of the members asserted, that the 
first coming in of Church-music was to usher in Anti-Christ ! — 
{See Bu»hwoTth*s Historical Collections, part Hi, vol. I, p. 287.^ 
It was against still earlier assailants of this ancient ecclesiastical 
custom, particalarly the antiphonal singing of the psalms 
that Hooker defends it, as ''a thing which all Christian 
Churches in the world have received ; a thing which so many 
ages haye held, a thing which the most approved councils and 
laws have so oftentimes ratified ; a thing which was never found 
to have any inconvenience in it; a thing which heretofore the 
best men and wisest governors of God's people did think they 
never could commend enough; a thing which Basil was peri- 
suaded did both strengthen the meditation of those holy words 
which were uttered in that sort, and serve also to make attentive, 
and to raise up the hearts of men; a thing whereunto God's people 
of old did resort, with hope and thirst that thereby especially 
their souls might be edified; a thing which fiUeth the mind 
with comfort and heavenly delight, stirreth up fragrant desires 
and affections correspondent with that which the words contain ; 
, allayeth all kinds of base and earthly cogitations ; lamenteth and 
driveth away the evil secret suggestions which an invisible enemy 
is always apt to minister ; relieveth the heart to the end that it 
may fructify ; maketh the virtuous in trouble full of magnanimity 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XXXlll 

Choir,* assisted by the Choral Society, 
which is composed of gentlemen who afford 
their services gratuitously, in a manner that 
could not fail to aid the devotion of every 
sincere worshipper. 

The Psalms were sung antiphonally, and 
the music of the Te Deum was from Tallis. 



and courage ; serreth as a most approved remedy against all dole- 
ful and heavy accidents which befall men in this present world. 
Surely there is more cause to fear, lest the want thereof be a maim 
than the use a blemish, to the service of God." Ecclesiastical 
Polity, L V, c. xxxix. This custom here so eloquently defended, 
though abolished during the Rebellion was revived at the Restora- 
tion. — See CardtoelVs History of Conferences, 

♦ The choir, was the ordinary choir of the Parish Church under 
the direction of Mr. J. Hill, the Choir Master of Leeds, late of 
Her Majesty's Chapel Royal, Windsor. In number it amounts to 
no fewer than five and thirty persons, who are arranged as 
follows : — 



Dbcavt. 

^{to«.— Messrs. Hill* Horsfall/ 
Lord,* and Walton. 

Tenors.— yiemn. Garr, Hargreaves/ 
Smith, and Teunant.* 

B€iWs — Messrs Cooke, Harper, Ox< 
ley,* C. Smith,* and Sykes, Junr.* 

Treble*.— Memn, Clapham, Craven,' 
Dean, Hill, and Sykes.* 



CAKToms. 

il2to«.— Messrs. Clapham, Nicholls,* 
and Stansfleld. 

Tenor«.— Messrs. Cawthray, Moore, 
Naylor, and Varley, 

Ba9s*s. — Messrs. Dinsdale, Eaton, 
Lambert, Rider, W. Sykes,* and Wain- 
house.* 

Trebles.—Memn, Clark, Prewer, 



iGledhill, and Pool. 
The Gentlemen to whose names an asterisk (*) is affixed are 
Members of the Leeds Parochial Choral Society. Mr. Smith, 
organist of the Parish Church, ably presided at the organ. 
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The lessons, 1 Kings, viii. 22 to 62 ; He- 
brews, X. 19 to 25; were read by the Vicar 
I of the parish. 

The music of the Jubilate was by Travers. 

- At the usual place, an anthem, taken from 
the 122nd Psalm, as set by Purcell, was 
sung. 

The Archbishop commenced the Commu- 
nion Service. 

The Epistle from 2 Cor. vi. 14 to 18, was 
read by the Bishop of New Jersey ; the 
Gospel, taken from St. John, 13 to 17 v. 
was read by the Bishop of Ross and Argyll. 

The Nicene Creed (Tallis) was then sung. 

The Consecration Sermon was preached 
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by the Bishop of New Jersey, from the first 
chapter of St. PauFs Epistle to the Ephesians, 
verses 22, 23. 

Never before had an American Bishop 
officiated in such a service in the English 
Church, and, perhaps, never till then had 
any bishop traversed 3,000 miles for a similar 
purpose. 

After the sermon, the Holy Communion, 
without which, according to the ancient 
canons,* no Church is to be considered conse- 
crated, was administered by the diocesan, 
assisted by the Bishops, and the parochial 
clergy. 

There were more than a thousand com- 
municants ; and the devotions of the people, 

* " Omnes BasilicsB cum Missa debent semper consecraii." 
Gratian^ de consec. Diat. 1. 
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collected by the deacons and other fit persons 
at the oflfertory, amounted to £620 14s. 3d. 

The sacred ceremonial being thus ended, 
a great number of the clergy and strangers, 
who had attended the Consecration, pro- 
ceeded to the Music Hall, where luncheon 
was provided for their necessary refresh- 
ment.* 

* In order that the poorer churchmen in the town might 
rejoice that day with their richer brethren, a considerable sum of 
money was raised by the Clergy of the Parish Church for the 
purchase of meat, to be given away in portions of two, four, six, 
and eight poimds, according to the circumstances of the respec- 
tive families. Seven oxen were purchased, and about 5000 
pounds of meat given away to upwards of 1500 families. 

The meat was provided by Mr. Taylor, butcher, Fleet-street, 
and given away by ticket, at his shop, early on Thursday 
morning. The whole of the previous night was occupied in 
cutting it up ; and as soon as it was light the poor people began 
to come for it. The tickets were marked with different hours 
upon them, from five to nine, which prevented any inconvenient 
crowding, and the whole was distributed without the least 
confusion by soon after nine in the morning. 

Too much praise cannot be given to Mr. Taylor, for his 
readiness in meeting the wishes of the Clergy on this occasion. 
The meat was of the very best quality, and supplied at the cost 
price; and all the arrangements were excellent. 
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The Rev. Dr. Hook, who presided, pre- 
sented the following address from the vicar 
and clergy of Leeds to the Archbishop of 
York. 

"May it please your Grace, 

We, the Clergy of Leeds, beg leave most respect- 
fully to express our feelings of aflTectionate satisfaction, 
at being permitted to welcome your Grace once more 
in Leeds, and at receiving a fresh proof of that regard 
for the welfare of the Church, which this parish so 
happily experienced, while under the kind and paternal 
influence of your Grace's diocesan rule. 

" The pleasure which the recollection of that influence 
must always bring to us is not a little enhanced by 
reflecting on the opportunity afibrded, on the present 
occasion, to many persons, from various and distant 
parts of Christendom, of witnessing the veneration and 
esteem which are here entertained for your Grace, and 
which have been conciliated by the exhibition, during 

' nearly half a century, of benignant personal virtues, 
and by the firm and wise exercise of an Apostolic 

I authority. 

"And, though now removed from your Grace's 
more immediate superintendence, yet we rejoice to feel 
that we still maintain a connexion with your Grace, 
as our Metropolitan j and that, in this capacity, your 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XXXVIU 

Grace is officially cognizant of the benefits conferred 
upon us by the administration of our present revered 
Diocesan. 

" But while we thus enjoy the privilege of claim- 
ing an interest in two Bishops of the Church of England, 
we have the further privilege of seeing our Metropolitan 
and our Diocesan accompanied by Prelates of distant 
Churches, who thus, by their voluntary presence, attest 
that cordial sympathy and that communion which now 
happily subsist between those branches of the one 
Catholic Church existing in Scotland and North America, 
and that which is planted in this land. 

" We hail with thankfulness the revival of that pure 
zeal of ancient times which has actuated the Bishop of 
a distant Church to make a journey of three thousand 
miles, in order to bear witness to the unity of the faith 
in that land whence the Church in his own country 
derives her pai*entage. We are hereby reminded of 
the expeditions of ancient Fathers, (by none of whom 
perhaps a greater distance was traversed,) undertaken 
in order to afford a like testimony at the Councils of 
the Church Universal. And though thankful that on 
the present occasion our meeting is in peace and har- 
mony, unalloyed by internal controversies or by external 
perils, yet we feel assured that the same energetic zeal 
will not be wanting to defend and maintain the Church 
whenever it may please Divine Providence to test, by 
searching trials, the integrity and faithfulness of His 
ministers. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



xl 



intendence of this large and important portion of my 
former Diocese by a Prelate, alike distinguished for his 
sound learning, his Christian zeal, and the benignity 
of his disposition; endowments that have already 
acquired for him the love and respect of his Clergy, 
and which will not fail to secure for him likewise their 
lasting esteem and veneration. 

'' Believe me, my Reverend Brethren, I deem it a 
great honour to have been invited to be present at this 
day's very interesting solemnity, and a high privilege 
to have partaken to whatever extent, in the performance 
of the Divine offices appointed for the occasion. 

'^ For this honour and for this privilege I am indebted 
to the kind friendship of the individual to whom, by 
the blessing of the Almighty, the charge of the spiritual 
welfare of this great parish has been committed, — a 
charge for which, as well by his superior talents as by 
his fervent piety, he is so eminently qualified. 

*' To his active and unwearied exertions must mainly 
be attributed the successful accomplishment of that 
noble work, that splendid temple, now dedicated to the 
glory of God, and subserving the salvation of Souls j 
which, I trust, will for ages stand a lasting monument 
of the pious zeal of those by whose princely libei'ality 
it has so happily been raised. 

" There is still another topic, my Rev. Brethren, to 
which I have not yet adverted, but which I must not 
suflPer to pass unnoticed — ^the presence, I mean, on this 
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occasion^ of two Prelates of the Catholic Church of 
Christ, representing portions of it which bear a near 
and dear relationship to our own branch of it, and I 
cannot refrain from saying how much I value the zeal, 
energy, and (if I may be allowed to use the expression) 
filial feeling towards the English Church which have 
induced an American Bishop to come so great a 
distance to take a part in the important duties of this 
day. 

, *^ We cannot but feel deeply gratified at an occurrence 
which testifies our union in one and the same spirit, 
walking together as brethren in the faith of Christ. 

" May it please the Almighty to bless and confirm 
that union, and render it instrumental to the mainte- 
nance of His Truth, and the advancement of His 
Glory." 

After a short pause, 

The Ven. Archdeacon Musgrave rose and 
addressed his Grace as follows : — 



''My Lord Archbishop and Metropolitan, 

" I have been requested, on the part of myself and 
a numerous body of Clergy, assembled on the occasion 
of this deeply interesting solemnity from the surround- 
ing parishes, once under your Grace's more immediate 
dS 
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oversight, to convey to your Grace the assurance of 
oar high satisfaction at seeing you this day c^aiii 
amongst us, after an interval of eventful years. We 
regard it as a gratifying evidence of your unabated 
interest not only in the general well-being of the 
Church — ^the object always of your Grace's first con- 
sideration and prayer, but also its increased activity 
and efficiency to meet the spiritual wants of the teeming 
population in this district. 

"We are happy in this opportunity to record that, 
while we fully concur in the wisdom of those arrange- 
ments, originated or largely aided by your Grace, by 
which the Archiepiscopal See of York has been relieved 
of this portion of its ancient charge, we cannot but 
cherish a dutiful and sacred recollection of our closer 
relation in times past, and a most grateful remembrance 
of your Grace's mild and paternal government as our 
late honoured and revered Diocesan. We rejoice that 
it has pleased God to spare you to an age venerable 
alike in length, and dignity, and piety, and usefulness; 
and we shall never cease to implore the Great Head 
of the Church that your remaining years may be 
cheered with every gladdening pledge of His approving 
and enduring benediction." 

The Archbishop again rose and in a brief 
though feeling manner, expressed his acknow- 
ledgments. 
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Evening Prayer commenced at seven 
o'clock, and was chanted by the clergy and 
choir as in the Morning, 

The sermon was preached by the Rev. 
William Dodsworth, M.A., Incumbent of 
Christ Church, Regent's Park, London, from 
Zechariah iv, 6. 

The collection amounted to £86 Is. Id. 

On Friday Morning, the day succeeding 
the Consecration, after the usual choir service, 
including the chanting of the Litany from 
the faldstool, a sermon was preached by 
the Rev. W. F. Hook, D.D., Vicar, from 
1 Chron. xxix, I. 

The collection amounted to £159 lis. lOd. 

In the Evening after divine service, a 
sermon was preached by the Rev. W. Gresley, 
M.A., Prebendary of Lichfield, from Isaiah 
Ivi, 7. 

The collection amounted to £57 1 6s. lid. 
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On the following Sunday, (Sept. 5, 1841,) 
full Cathedral service was again solemnized, 
and three appropriate sermons were preached. 

The Venerable Charles Musgrave, D.D., 
Archdeacon of Craven, preached in the 
Morning from Psalm xxvii, 4. 

The collection amounted to £166. 18s. 8d. 

The Rev. John Jebb, M.A., Prebendary of 
Limerick, preached in the Afternoon, from 
Psalm cxxxii, 7, 8, 9. 

The collection amounted to £11 16s. 

The Venerable R. I. Wilberforce, M.A., 
Archdeacon of the East Riding, preached in 
the Evening from Acts i, 6. 

The collection amounted to £87 Is. Od. 

The several collections on this occasion, 
together with a few donations previously 
raised, amounted to the munificent sum of 
£1,265 14s. 9d. 
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The congregations at all of the services 
were overflowing, (that on the Sunday After- 
noon being almost confined to the poor,) 
and hundreds were unable to obtain admission 
to the Church which was crowded in every 
part. 

Such was the occasion in connexion with 
which the following sermons were delivered ; 
and nothing more need necessarily be said 
on the subject; but as the volume will 
probably fall into the hands of many who 
are unacquainted with the history of the 
ceremonial just recorded, it may not be 
superfluous to give a brief outline of that 
history for the use of the general reader. 

The custom of solemnly setting apart from 
ordinary and secular use, whatever is appro- 
priated to the service of Almighty God, has 
the highest possible sanction ; and many are 
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the instances of it recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures. True it is, that there is no record 
I of anyceremonialbeingused among Christians 
on such occasions eariier than the fourth 
century, though some ritualists are of opinion 
that it is probable a form of dedication wa3 
used from the very days of the apostles. So 
also, thought Sir Henry Spelman, who, when 
speaking of the consecrations of the fourth 
century observes, " this sheweth it to be 
so notorious and general an use at that time, 
and to have such universal approbation, as it 
could not but have a root also from elder 
ages, though there cannot be many precedents 
found thereof: for that Christians being 
then in persecution, might hardly build or 
dedicate any churches, but were constrained 
to use private houses, and solitary places for 
their assemblies ; yet even those houses had 
as it seemeth some consecration, for they 
were most commonly called cedes sacrce^ 
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holy houses, and have left that name to 
this day amongst us for our Churches, 
as a testimony of their sanctification/' * No 
sooner, however, was the sword of perse- 
cution sheathed, and God permitted His 
Church to serve Him in all godly quietness, 
than such solemnities became general. Then 
as Eusebius tells us, " there was an incessant 
joy, and there sprung up for all a certain 
celestial gladness, seeing every place, which 
but a short time before had been desolated 
by the impieties of the tyrants, reviving again 
and recovering from a long and deadly' dis- 
temper, — temples again rising from the soil 
to a lofty height, and receiving a splendour 
far exceeding those which had been formerly 

* De non temerandU EccleslU p. 119, Oxford edition. — 
" Temples dedicated to God were called in Greek Kvpiaicd (in 
Latin DaminiciB) the Lord's Houses.. From the word KvptaKov, 
cometh the Saxon word Cyric or Kyrk ; and (by adding a double 
aspiration to it) our usual word Chyrch or Church, as it were to 
put us ever in mind whose these Houses are : namely the Lord's 
Houses." — lb. On the Importance of this derlTation, see 
Coleridge's " Idea of the Christian Church/' p. 136. 
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destroyed." And again : " after this the sight 
was afforded us so eagerly desired and prayed 
for by all, the festivals of dedications, and 
consecrations of the newly-erected houses 
of prayer throughout the cities. After this 
the convention of Bishops, the concourse of 
foreigners from abroad, the benevolence of 
people to people, the unity of the members 
of Christ concurring in one harmonious body. 
Then was it according to the prophetic decla- 
ration, mystically indicating what would 
take place, " bone was brought to bone, and 
joint to joint," and whatsoever other matters 
the divine word faithfully intimated before. 
There was, also, one energy of the divine 
spirit, pervading all the members, and one 
soul among all, one and the same ardour of 
faith, one song of praise to the Deity ; yea, 
now, indeed, complete and perfect solemni- 
ties of the prelates and heads of the Church, 
sacred performances of sacred rites, and 
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solemn rituals of the Church. Here you 
might hear the singing of psalms, and the 
other voices given us from God, their divine 
and sacred mysteries performed. The mystic 
symbols of our Saviour's passion were cele- 
brated, and at the same time every sex of 
every age, male and female, with the whole 
power of the mind, and with a mind and 
heart rejoicing in prayer and thanksgiving, 
gave glory to God, the author of all good. 
Every one of the prelates present also deli- 
vered panegyrical discourses, desirous of 
adding lustre to the assembly, according to 
the ability of each/' * One pronounced by 
Eusebius himself still remains. 

In his life of Constantine, Eusebiust gives 
an instance of the ceremonial thus described 
in the consecration, amid a full synod of 

* Hist. EccL Lib. x. c. 2, 3, 
t De vita Constant. Lib. ir. c. 41, 43—45. 

e 
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Bishops of the Church of Jerusalem, which 
Constantine had built over our Saviour's 
sepulchre, A.D. 335. Socrates* also records 
a similar consecration of the famous church 
of Antioch called Dominicum Aureum^ which 
was begun by Constantine and finished by 
Constantius, a. d. 341. Testimony to the 
prevalency of this custom is also borne by 
St. AthanasiuSjt who defends himself in his 
apology to Constantius (c. 14 — 18) when 
charged with having used a building before it 
was consecrated, on the ground of necessity ; 
for since during Lent the congregations 
in the ordinary Churches, had been so 
crowded as to prove injurious to the persons 
present, and anticipating still more crowded 
assemblies at Easter, he thought himself 
justified, under such circumstances, to use 
an edifice which was unconsecrated. St. 

• Lib. u. c. 8. 
t Vid« St. AthanasU Opera, torn I, p. 240. Ed. Petav. 
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Gregory Nazianzen likewise speaks of this 
ceremonial as an ancient custom {vakaibe vSfio^,) 

Such then, in which it will be seen how 
in all essential points the same order was 
observed in the Consecration of the Parish 
Church of Leeds, were the offices connected 
with the consecration of Churches in pri- 
mitivetimes.* Bishops from distant provinces, 
with a vast concourse of clergy and laity, 
were present ; appropriate sermon or ser- 
mons were preached; the Holy Eucharist 
always administered ; in the course of which 
prayers suitable to the occasion were offered. 
Of these prayers one is still preserved in the 
writings of St. Ambrose. 

On this platform it doubtless was, that the 
consecration services of the Church Catholic 

* For a more minute account of the consecration of Churches 
in primitive times, the reader is referred to Bingham's Origines 
Ecclesiasticse, lib. Tiii, c. 9. 
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were formed, each Church, at first, varying 
in non-essentials, as circumstances may have 
required. 

In the English Church, various records, of 
very early date, exist relative to the consecra- 
tion of Churches. It is known that Bertha, 
wife of Ethelbert, king of Kent, repaired or 
rebuilt a Church, first built by the Romans, 
and had it dedicated to the honour of St. 
Martin of Tours, an eminent Saint among 
the Christians of her native country. This 
was the Church granted by Ethelbert to St. 
Augustine, on his landing in the Isle of 
Thanet, a. d. 596. The venerable Bede also 
informs us, that Augustine having his epis- 
copal See granted him in the royal city, 
recovered therein a Church, which he was in- 
formed had been built by the ancient Roman 
Christians, and consecrated it in the name 
of our holy Saviour, God and Lord, Jesus 
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Richard's Canons, a.d., 1175, similar injunc- 
tions are given. 

From the Legatin Canons of Otto, a. d., 
1237, it would appear — so unfounded is the 
boast of the Romanists, that the time when 
popery was dominant in England was a period 
of reverence and devotion never since known 
to her Church — that this solemnity was 
then much neglected. This is evident 
from the first of these canons, which, after 
observing, that the dedication of royal tem- 
ples is known to have taken its beginning 
from the Old Testament, and was observed 
by the Holy Fathers in the New Testament, 
under which it ought to be done with the 
greater care and dignity, &c., goes on to 
enact : 

*' That because we have ourselves seen, and heard, by 
many, that so wholesome a mystery is despised, at least, 
neglected, by some, (for we have found many churches. 
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services of the Church, extended their labours 
to that of consecration. Indeed, as that was 
a period, to use the words of the present 
Bishop of Sodor and Man,* when more 
Churches were destroyed than built, there 
was no immediate use for the service in 
question. This task was reserved for Bishop 
Andrews, whose service was compiled, as 
were all the offices of the English Church, from 
the formularies in use before the Reformation. 
And it was probably this office which Hookerf 

* Short's History of the Church of England, p. 548, s. 750. 

t Ecclesiastical Polity, y. 12. — ^Hooker thus sums up his un- 
answerable defence, ^'l^lien therefore we sanctify or hallow 
churches, that which we do is only to testify that we make them 
places of public resort, that we invest Qod himself with them, 
that we sever them fh>m common uses. In which action other 
solemnities than such as are decent and fit for that purpose, we 
approve none." Hooker here alludes to the corruptions of this 
service by the Romanists, of which Mr. Keble g^ves a specimen 
in his edition, (vol. II. p. 56 n. 72.) But in order to shew that 
the whole ceremony because abused by the Papists was not there- 
fore to be rejected. Hooker adds : ''Indeed we condemn not all 
as unmeet, like whereunto have been either devised or used haply 
among Idolaters. For why should conformity with them in 
matter of opinion be lawful, when they think that which is tme, 
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had to defend against the " scorn" of the 
puritans — an instance, among innumerable 
others, of the similar tendency of popery and 
ultra-protestantism; either leading, as we 
I have seen, to the neglect of this solemn 
ceremonial. 

Unanswerable as Hooker's defence of the 
consecration of Churches was, it was not 
sufficient to protect Laud from the clamour of 
his implacable enemies, when he consecrated 
St. Catherine's Creed Church, as Bishop of 
London, in 1630.* And in the well known 
London petition, presented to the long par- 
liament, by the notorious Alderman Pening- 

if in action when they do that which is meet it be not lawful to 
be liise unto them ?. . . . Not therefore whatsoever idolaters have 
either thought or done, but let whatsoever they have either 
thought or done idolatrou^y be so far forth abhorred. For of 
that which is good even in evil things God is author/' 

* The ceremonies used by Laud, and his defence of them, may 
be seen in Rushworth, part II. p. 77. 
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ton, about ten years later, the consecration of 
Churches was not forgotten to be included 
" among the manifold evils, pressures, and 
grievances, caused, practised, and occasioned 
by the prelates and their dependants."* Of 
course, this "evil" was unknown during 
the Rebellion, in which period of anarchy, 
fanaticism, and cruelty, the Church of 
England both in doctrine and discipline, 
was, as a national establishment, and so far 
as wicked men can destroy that whose 
builder and maker is God, annihilated. 

At the Restoration the custom revived and 
the subject was again discussed; but as 
there was no authorized office. Laud having 
been prevented from drawing up a form as 
he intended in the convocation of 1640, the 
preparation of one was committed to Bishop 
Cosin in the convocation of 1661. Cosin 

• Rush, part III. vol. 1, p. 93. 
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prepared one, which when presented to the 
house was referred to a committee of four 
Bishops for revision, but nothing seems 
ultimately to have been done about it. 
Since that period each Bishop has adopted 
any form he thought best — though perhaps 
the form of consecrating Churches, Chapels, 
and Church-yards or places of burial, which 
was sent down by the Bishops to the lower 
house of convocation, (1712) and altered by 
a committee of the whole house, is the one, 
though not enjoined by any competent 
authority, now most generally used. This 
was the form used in the consecration of the 
Parish Church of Leeds.* 



♦ It is printed in Bishop Gibson's Codex, vol. II. p. 294, — 
Many Divines are of opinion that an authorized consecration 
service is still a desideratum in the English Church; the 
latitude at present allowed, being liable to considerable abuse, 
and not unfrequently leading to the neglect of what has ever been 
considered the most essential part of consecration — the celebration 
of the Eucharist. It is said by some that Bishop Andrews' service 
is generally adhered to, but this unhappily is not the case, as a 
reference to Bishop Sparrow's Collections, and Mr. Parker's 
reprint will shew. 
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The Editor's task is now accomplished ; 
and whatever may be the other defects of his 
introduction, its accuracy, as to the facts 
stated, may, to the best of his knowledge, be 
relied on. Of the Sermons it is unnecessary 
for him to speak. He would only observe, 
that he undertook the superintendence of 
their publication at the request of the Vicar 
of Leeds — a sufficient inducement for him 
most willingly to commence his labours, 
and an over-payment for whatever little 
trouble he may have had during their 
progress. At the same time, it must be 
candidly confessed, that he was not unin- 
fluenced by another, he trusts, no unworthy 
motive, in undertaking the duty thus 
assigned to him — ^the gratification which he 
felt at being thereby able, to associate himself 
with an event so honourable to the place in 
which he was bom, baptized, and confirmed ; 
and at whose altars, after having nearly all 
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The following will be found as correct a list as can 
be given of the Clergy present at the Consecration. 
Several names however, are unavoidably omitted ; and 
there were many Clergymen who did not appear in 
surplices. 

His Grace the Lord Archbishop of York 
The Lord Bishop of Ripon 
The Right Rev. the Bishop of Ross and Argyll 
The Right Rev. the Bishop of New Jersey 

Abraham, Rev. C. J., Assistant Master, Eton College 
Athill, Rev. William, Collegiate Church, Middleham 
Atkinson, Rev. Thomas, perpetual curate, Hartshead, 

Huddersfield 
Adams, Rev. T. Coker, Anstery Parsonage, Coventry 
Adams, Rev. T. 8., Anstery, Coventry 
Aitchison, Rev. D., Christ Church, Mile-End, Glasgow 
Allbutt Rev. Thomas, vicar of Dewsbury 
Alderson, Rev. W. G., Wakefield 
Atkinson, Rev. H., Selby 
Ashford, Rev. J., vicar of Kirkby Wharfe 
Ainsworth, Rev. T., perpetual curate of Hartford 
Addinson, Rev. E. Hussey, curate of Wallsend 
Browne, Rev. John, curate of Bishopthorpe 
Bayne, Rev. T. V., Warrington 
Bardsley, Rev. James, curate of Burdley 
Bulivant, Rev, Henry, Thomhill 
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Battersby, Rev. W., Heckmondwykey Leeds 
Brown, Rev. A., vicar of Cherry Marham 
Boddiiigton, Rev. T. C, curate of Horton, Bradford 
Buttler, Rev. W., Master of the Grammar School, 

Nottingham 
Brameld, Rev. G. W., curate of Louth, Lincohishire 
Bailey, Rev. H. Ives, perpetual curate of Drighlington, 

Leeds 
Bailey, Rev. Henry, Liversedge 
Bell, Rev. John, vicar of Rothwell, and chaplain to the 

Earl of Mexborough 
Bowdler, Rev. Thomas, perpetual curate of Sydenham 
Baildon, Rev. J., Thurms 

Bentinck, Rev. W. H. E., prebendary of Westminster 
Blair, Rev. John, burate of Scarborough 

Beck, Rev. S. A., Royston 

BransoUi Rev. H. J., rector of Armthorpe 

Busfield, Rev. H., Thornhill 

Braune, Rev. G. M., vicar of Wistow 

Barrow, Rev. T., Saint Mary's, Sheffield 

Barber, Rev. W., curate of Great Wigston 

Browne, Rev. T. C, Damall Hall, Sheffield 

Billop, Rev. J. 

Bowen, Rev. Charles, Armley, Leeds 

Brown, Rev. Briarley, Wortley, Leeds 

Brown, Rev. E., Parish Church, Leeds 

Borrowdale, Rev. J., Westminster 

Brown, Rev. U., Liverpool 

Boyle, Rev. J., perpetual curate of Brighouse, Halifax 

Carr, Rev. Charles, Rector of Burnby 
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ConoUy, Rev. R., assistant curate of Bradford. 

Corbett, The venerable the Archdeacon 

Campbell^ Rev. G., Curate of Rothwell 

Cassels, Rev. A., Vicar of Batley, Dewsbury 

Charlesworth, Rev. B., vicar of Darfield 

Cottingham, Rev. H., curate of Darfield 

Cator, Rev. Charles, rector of Stokesley 

Cookson, Rev. F. T., incumbent of Saint John's Church, 

Leeds 
Cartman, Rev. William 
Carlyle, Rev. B. F., curate of Saint James' Church, 

Leeds 
Cotton, Rev. W. C, curate of Windsor 
Cookson, Rev. E., incumbent of Saint Mary's Church, 

Leeds 
Collins, Rev. T., curate of Famham, Knaresbro' 
Clark, Rev. J., Hunslet, Leeds 
Clifton, Rev. R. C, rector of Somerton 
Cooke, Rev. R. Kennington, Head Master of Rochdale 

School 
Cross, The venerable the Archdeacon, Canterbury 
Croft, Rev. Thomas, prebendary of York, &c. 
Carter, Rev. E. N., perpetual curate of Lotheradale, 

Skipton 
Carter, Rev. Dr., Wakefield 
Codd, Rev. E, T., Cottingham, Hull 
Cerjat, Rev. Henry, Nostell Priory 
Cheadle, Rev. J., vicar of Bingley 
Curt, Rev. Mr. 
Clarke, Rev. J. W., Leeds 
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Clarke, Rev. Henry 

Corser, Rev. Thomas, Stand 

Champneys, Rev. Phippsi, Campsall, Doncaster 

Cornish, Rev. H. K., vicar of Bakewell 

Dunn, Rev. C. B. 

Dixon, Rev. J. D., Wrenbury, Nantwich 

Duncombe, Rev. Edward, rector of Newton Kyme, 

Tadcaster 
Dikes, Rev. Thomas, vicar of North Ferriby, and 

perpetual curate of Saint James' Church, Hull 
Dugard, Rev. George, perpetual curate of Saint Andrews' 

Church, Manchester 
Deacon, Rev. G. £., curate of Rawmarsh 
Daley, Rev. Mr. 

Downing, Rev. Mr., curate of Golcar, Huddersfield 
Dawson, Rev. H., Wakefield. 
Dodd, Rev. William, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Dobson, Rev. John, Hunsingore 
Dumford, Rev. R., rector of Middleton 
Dalton, Rev. Charles, V., chaplain of Lincoln's-Inn 
Dixon, Rev. William, canon residentiary of York 
Dixon, Rev. J., Brotjjerton, Yorkshire 
Ellershaw, Rev. Henry, Conisborough 
Erskine, Hon. and Rev. H. D., rector of Swithland, &c 
Elmhirst, Rev. G., Parish Church, Leeds 
Ipllis, Rev. W. W., incumbent of Saint George's 

Church, Albemarle-street, London 
; Elliott, Rev. Mr., Scarborough 
Fielding, Rev. H., rector of Salmonby, Lincolnshire 
f3 
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Frost, Rev. T. L. 

Fawcett, Rev. James, perpetual curate of Saint 

Mark's Church, Leeds 
Fortescue, Rev. Edward 
Fawcett, Rev. Joshua, curate of Holy Trinity Church, 

Wibsey, Bradford 
Furbank, Rev. T., perpetual curate of Bramley, Leeds 
Fitzgerald, Rev. A. O., rector of Fledborough 
Fardell, Rev. F. G., rector of Sprotborough 
Ferris, Rev. T. B., incumbent of Saint Luke's Church, 

Leeds 
Fenwicke, Rev. G. O., rector of Bearsbey 
Grey Hon. and Rev. F., perpetual curate of Buxton 
Greenside, Rev. John, Howarth 
Gresley, Rev. W., prebendary of Lichfield 
Girdleston, Rev. E., vicar of Dean, Bolton 
Gerrard, Rev. H. A, 

Gooch, Rev. J. Henry, the Heath, Halifax 
Granger, Rev. Richard, Grimsargh, Preston 
Gilmor, Rev. W., perpetual curate of Illingworth, 

Halifax 
Haight, Rev. B. J., chaplain to the Bishop of New 

Jersey 
Horsfall, Rev. Richard, Normanby 
Hook, The Rev. W. F., D.D., vicar of Leeds, &c 
Hayes, Rev. John, incumbent of Christ Church, 

Harpurhey, Manchester 
Hulton, Rev. C. G., Manchester 
Hobson, Rev. Leonard J., perpetual curate of 

Mexborough 
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Heron, Rev. G., perpetual curate of Carrington 
Holdsworth, Rev. John, curate of Kildwick 
Hotham, Rev. Charles, Roos 
Holmes, Rev. J., D.D., Head Master of the Grammar 

School, and curate of the H0I7 Trinity, Leeds 
Hilmore, Rev. Thomas 
Holds worth. Rev. Mr., vicar of Aldborough 
Hutchins, Rev. G. W., curate of Horbury 
Hugall, Rev. W. H., Sproatley, Hull 
Heald, Rev. W. M., vicar of Birstal 
Harris, Rev. William, parish Church, Sheffield 
Hessey, Rev. Francis, B.C.L., Fellow of Saint John's 

College, Cambridge 
Hartley, Rev. Richard, Staveley, Knaresborough 
Hartley, Rev. J. B., Staveley, Knaresborough 
Houghton, Rev. W., Potters's Pury, Stoney Stratford 
Hayward, Rev. W. C, Wackden 
Hervey, Rev. Thomas, Woodhouse, Leeds 
Haigh, Rev. John, Sheffield 
Hargrave, Rev. B. L., curate of Lowdham 
Hirst, Rev. Thomas, curate of Kilderditcli 
Ibbotson, Rev. A., perpetual curate of Rawden, Leeds 
Jennings, Rev. J., prebendary of Westminster, and 

rector of Saint John's, Westminster 
Jenkins, Rev. J. W., curate of Batley, Leeds 
Jenkins, Rev. J., Rothwell, Leeds 
Jones, Rev. Lewis, Almondbury 
Jessop, Rev. Dr., Bilton Hall, Yorkshire 
Jeff, Rev. W., perpetual curate of Famworth 
Jebb, Rev. John, prebendary of Limerick 
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Kemplay, Rev. R. W., Leeds 

Kelly, Rev. E. 6,, perpetual curate of Saint John's, 

Sheffield 
Lindley, Rev. William, Guiseley, Leeds 
Ledgard, Rev. Digby, Northwich 
Lane, Rev. Edmund, lUingworth, Halifax 
Lee, Rev. Richard, rector of Darleigh, Derbyshire 
Lowe, Rev. John, Swinton, Rotherham 
Latimer, Rev. Mr., Shields 
Lambert, Rev. A., Bamsley 
Lewthwaite, Rev. G., rector of Adel, Leeds 
Lewthwaite, Rev. W. H., Adel, Leeds 
Landon, Rev. J., vicar of Aberford, Yorkshire, 
Lumb, Rev. T. D., Methley, Ferrybridge 
Lawson, Rev. W., Moseley, Birmingham 
Livesey, Rev. J., Saint Philip's, Sheffield 
Lister, Rev. J., Stanley, Wakefield 
Master, Rev. R. M., Burnley 
Madden, Rev. W., Woodhouse, Huddersfield 
Myers, Rev. T., York 
Maddock, Rev. B., Tadcaster 
Musgrave, The Venerable Charles, D.D., Archdeacon 

of Craven, and vicar of Halifax 
Molesworth, Rev. W. N., Rochdale 
Murray, Rev. John, Halifax 

Morrice, Rev. W. D., curate, Parish Church, Leeds 
Maxfield, Rev. J., Marsden 
Martineau, Rev. A., vicar of Whitkirk 
Morgan, Rev. W., Bradford 
Murphy, Rev. E. S., curate of Fewstone 
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Minister, Rev. T., Woodvine Hall, Huddersfield 

Mereweather, Rev. Francis, rector of Cole, Orton 

Metcalf, Rev. W. L., Huddersfield 

Mitton, Rev. H., Market Weighton 

Montriow, Rev. Edwin, Almondbury 

Montague, Rev. G., South Pickenham, Norfolk 

Milton, Rev. R. 

Maxwell, Rev. G., curate of Christ Church, Leeds 

Medhurst, Rev. Charles, vicar of Ledsham, Wetherby 

Marshall, Rev. W., Sheffield 

Mence, Rev. J. W., Ilkley, Yorkshire 

Menteith, Rev. F. H. Stuart, Thorparch, Wetherby 

Marsden, Rev. Mr., Barnstow Rectory, Doncaster 

Morris, Rev. L. S., rector of Thomton-in-Craven 

Mitchell, Rev. Walter, Alterclifle 

Miklethwait, Rev. H. J., Denton, Otley 

Newlove, Rev. R., vicar of Thorner, Leeds 

Newbuiy, Rev. T., incumbent of Shipley, Bradford 

Nevin, Rev. T., Mirfield, Yorkshire 

Newman, Rev. W., curate of Tankersley, Bamsley 

Oldham, Rev. John, Huddersfield 

Partington, Rev. H., Wath-on-Dearne, Yorkshire 

Potter, Rev. T., All Saints', Paddock, Huddersfield 

Plumer, Rev. C, Norton 

Poole, Rev. G. A., Incumbent of Saint James 

Church, Leeds 
Parkinson, Rev. R., Canon of Manchester 
Procter, Rev. Richard Fitzgerald, Harrogate 
Powell, Rev. Mr., Coventry 
Pearson, Rev. W., Norton, Sheffield 
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Pagan, Rev. S., Stanninglej, Leeds 

Payne, Rev. Mr. 

Preston, Rev. I. B. 

Page, Rev. Lewis 

Payne, Rev. John 

Raymond, Rev. J. M., Norton, Durham 

Rhodes, Rev. J. A., Horsforth Hall, Leeds 

Rogers, Rev. Thomas, Holbeck, Leeds 

Rogers, Rev. J. 

Redhead, Rev. S., Calverley, Bradford 

Robson, Rev. John Evans, Hailwith, Yorkshire 

Russell, Rer. Richard, Beachhampton, Bucks 

Robinson, Rev. Disney, Wolley 

Rickards, Rev. 6., perpetual curate of Wortley, Leeds 

Rayner, Rev. J., Warrington 

Russel, Rev. E., All Saints', perp. curate of Pontefract 

Snowdon, Rev. W., Swillington, Leeds 

Smith, Rev. William, Halifax 

Simmons, Rev. Mr. 

Senior, Rev. Dr., Master of Batley Grammar School 

Spranger, Rev. Dr., Low-Toynton, Lincolnshire 

Spencer, Rev. Isaac, Acomb, York 

Sheffield, Rev. Charles, Burton, Brigg 

Scoresby, Rev. Dr., vicar of Bradford 

Sturgeon, Rev. Thos., Saint George's Church, Leeds 

Sturgeon, Rev. W., Saint George's Church, Leeds 

Slater, Rev. Mr. 

Sykes, Rev. S., Scammondon, Huddersfield 

Swainson, Rev. G. E. 

Steward, Rev. G., curate of Knottingley, Pontefract 
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Simpson, Rev. W., Rochdale 

Stanton, Rev. Mr. 

Sharp, Rev. Samuel, D.D., vicar of Wakefield 

Sharp, Rev. John, Horbury, Wakefield 

Smyth, Rev. Edward, Elkington, Lincolnshire 

Stamer, Rev. Hugh, curate, Bradford 

Simpson, Rev. T. W., rector of Thumsco, Doncaster 

Simpson, Rev. H. W., incumbent of Bexhill, Sussex 

Stocker, Rev. W. H. B., Horsforth, Leeds 

Sinclair, Rev. W., Incumbent of Saint George's 

Church, Leeds 
Shillito, Rev. R., King's College, Cambridge 
Seaton, Rev. J., Cleckheaton 
Smith, Rev. H., Conisborough Vicarage 
Stamforth, Rev. Mr. 
Thorp, the Venerable the Archdeacon, Trinity College, 

Cambridge 
Topham, Rev. John, Huddersfield 
Trevanion, Rev. F. W., vicar of Wadworth 
Thexton, Rev. T., vicar of Darton, Barnsley 
Tennant, Rev. W., Westminster 
Torre, Rev. H., rector of Thornhill 
Thomas, Rev. G., Thornton, Bradford 
Trevellyan, Rev. E. O., Strogumber, Taunton 
Todd, Rev. Thomas, curate, Holbeck, Leeds 
Thompson, Rev. W., Addingham 
Traggett, Rev. T. H., Awbridge, Danes 
Taylor, Rev. Robert 
Teale, Rev. W. H., assistant curate of the Holy 

Trinity Church, Leeds 
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Urquhart, Rev. John, Chapel AUerton, Leeds 

Wilmot, Rev. R. C, Chaddesden and Stanley 

Wood, Rev. Richard, Broughton, Manchester 

Wilson, Rev. William, Rochdale 

Williamson, Rev. R. H., Cockerton near Darlington 

Ward, Rev. R., Skipton 

Walton, Rev. J., Selby 

Wilberforce, the Venerable R. I., Archdeacon of the 

East Riding of Yorkshire 
Wolf, Rev. Dr., High Hoyland, Wakefield 
Wray, Rev. C, Saint Martin's Church, Liverpool 
Wyatt, Rev. W. H., Suenton, near Nottingham 
Wilkinson, Rev. W. A., Wentworth, Rotherham 
Webber, Rev. Dr., Dean of Ripon 
Wheeldon, Rev. John, Ancoates, Manchester 
Warner, Rev. G. T., curate of St. Paul's Church, Leeds 
Whitaker, Rev. G., Garforth 
White, Rev. W. S., Homcastle 
Williamson, Rev. W., Headingley, Leeds 
Walker, Rev, G. A., Alverthorpe, Wakefield 
Watkins, Rev. W., Silkstone, Bamsley 
Wright, Rev. John, Newcastle-under-Lyne 
Winn, Rev. Mr., Nostell 
Wilson, Rev. Thomas, Famley, Leeds 
Walter, Rev. E., Rector of Langton, Lincolnshire 
Watson, Rev. J. D., Guilsbrough, Northamptonshire 
Whitaker, Rev. S., New Church, Rochdale 
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Ephbbiaks i, 22— -28. 



'* Head over all things to the Church, which is His hody, the 
' fulness of Him that filleth all in all." 



' The sacred Scriptures suflfer great injustice 
from the prevailing use of isolated texts. No 
other book has ever been exposed to such 
unfairness. No other would be expected to 
endure it And yet, to what other, whether 
the source, the subjects, or the composition 

j be regarded, could its application be so dan- 
gerous? It was not so at the beginning. 
Neither St. Peter nor St. Paul dealt so with 
the old Scriptures. The earliest preachers 
were expositors of Holy Writ, and not de- 
claimers from mere insulated words. Like 
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the Apostle, in his Roman lodgings, " they 
expounded and testified the kingdom of 
God, persuading them concerning Jesus, 
both out of the law of Moses and out of 
the prophets ; " * even as the divine In- 
structor, walking with the two disciples, on 
the evening of the day on which He rose, 
"beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself." t This was 
a natural and practical proceeding. "The* 
truth as it is in Jesus" was set forth thus in 
due connexion. The analogy of faith pre- 
served its just proportion. The word of God 
was rightly divided ; and every one received 
his portion in his season. 

Upon the use of isolated texts has grown 
the reception of isolated doctrines. Men 
lay the sacred platform out in triangles and 
parallelograms, and take their stand on this 
or that as taste or fancy shall direct. That 
sentence of St. Paul, "all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable,"^ 

* Acts xxviii, 23. t St. Luke xxiv, 27. 

t 2 Timothy iii, 16. 
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comes to be lightly regarded. Men have 
their favourite writers, and their favourite 
books of Scripture. One claims to hold 
with one, the other with another of the 
Apostles. With one school, this is the great 
doctrine ; that, with another. One is extolled 
as fundamental. Others dwindle into non- 
essentials. A single truth is set up as the 
test of a standing or a falling church: while 
integral portions of the same "faith once 
delivered to the saints," serve but to breed 
suspicion of their advocates ; and bring, on 
those who dare not separate "what God has 
joined together," the name of bigots and of 
formalists. 

It was not so that the Apostle had learned 
Christ, or that he taught and preached Him. 
Take as an illustration the passage whence 
the text is drawn. Observe how carefully 
he knits together in one the gracious truths 
which, in the gospel, are revealed. So per- 
fect the intertexture of the whole, that you 
know not where to begin or where to leave 
off. So accurate the adjustment of the parts, 
that the omission of any one destroys the 
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hannony of the whole. The text and con- 
text so complete in their connexion, that 
they involve the sum and substance of all 
christian teaching. "Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ" — 
it is so that the majestic strain begins — "Who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ/' " in whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace." " Quickening you," he afterwards 
explains, but, in the same connexion, "who 
were dead in trespasses and sins, wherein in 
time past ye walked," " fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as others," 
"according as He hath chosen us in Him 
before th^ foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love:" "that" so " in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times He might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in Him." Nor does he leave the subject, 
even with this full and graphic outline: 
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man's dire necessity, as "dead in trespasses 
and sins,*' and so the child and heir of 
eyerlasting wrath; the riches of God's 
mercy, "for His great love wherewith He 
loved. us," accepting us in His beloved Son, 
^* in whom we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins ;" its due 
and dutiful results, "that we should be holy, 
and without blame before Him in love;" its 
great and gracious end, "that, in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times. He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ." 
He dwells on it, enamoured of its beauty. 
He presents it in new forms. He groups its 
elements in new combinations. He insists 
again and again on our helplessness ; and 
again and again admonishes us that all is 
of grace: "by grace ye are saved;" "by 
grace ye are saved through faith ;" "accord- 
ing to the riches of His grace ;" "the exceeding 
greatness of His power to us-ward who 
believe." He mounts up into heaven with 
Christ, whom God, for His self-sacrificing 
love, raised from the dead, and set "at His 
own right hand, in heavenly places, far above 
Sl5 
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all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come, and hath put all things 
under His feet/* And then, the crowning 
glory of the whole, he adds, and so con- 
cludes his glowing argument, "and gave 
j Him to be the Head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fulness of 
Him that filleth all in all." 

These words, presented thus in their con- 
nexion, declare, as isolated passage never 
could, the functions of the church, in carry- 
ing on that greatest work of God, salvation 
through the Cross of Jesus Christ, to its 
entire completion. They teach us how, 
from first to last, in all the stages of its 
progress, He has wrought, works, and still 
will work, by means. In His most gracious 
purposes, the Lamb of God, St. John informs 
us, was slain from the foundation of the 
world ;* that so, even to the first transgres- 
sors, the Bruiser of the serpent's head might 

* Revelation iii, 8. 
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mercifully be revealed. When the fall time 
had come, the meek and holy suflferer hung 
in bleeding agony upon the Cross, making 
atonement, in his suffering human nature, 
for all the sins of all mankind. And till the 
world shall end, and He who suffered then 
shall come again to reign for ever, it is in 
and through His body — ^that church which 
He has purchased with His blood, to which 
He in heaven is "head over all things,'* 
which is "the falness of Him that fiUeth 
all in air* — ^that pardon, sanctification, and 
salvation are proclaimed and offered; and 
must be sought and found by all who are to 
reign with Him, when He cometh in His 
glorious Kingdom. Is it in Him that " we 
have redemption through His blood the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace ? " It is, we are expressly taught, 
that in the dispensation of the falness of 
times He might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth. " Hath He 
"quickened us together with Christ," "when 
we were dead in sins ? " The assurance of 
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the very next words is, "(by grace ye are 
saved ;) and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus." Is " the exceeding gTeat- 
ness of His power to us-ward who believe" 
to be proclaimed? The Apostle finds the 
height of that great argument in this, that 
He, who, in His glorified humanity, is set 
** far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named not only in this world, but in that 
which is to come, and hath put all things 
under His feet," is still, in gracious con* 
descension to the world, which He came 
down to save, " Head over all things to the 
Church, which is His body, the fulness of 
Him that fiUeth all in all." 

" Head over all things to the Church 
which is His body, the fullness of Him that 
fiUeth all in all." These are amazing words. 
There is a solemn and mysterious awe about 
them, which we do not willingly approach. 
We feel that they must baffle every human 
grasp; and shrink from them with an instinc- 
tive dread. Yet they were written for our 
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learning. They are part of that " Scripture" 
of which " all '* " is profitable/' They are 
inwoven, we have seen, with all that comes 
most closely home to us, as sinners before 
God; and breathe with most benign en- 
couragement of sins forgiven, and of accept- 
ance through the Cross. Divine and Holy 
Spirit, who hast promised Thy instruction to 
the meek, chastise our spirits into meekness f 
Reveal to us, as our dull sight may bear, the 
radiance of Thy truth ! And make the bles- 
sed vision, through the light that beams for 
ever from the face of Jesus Christ, peaceful 
and hopeful to us here, and the assured earnest 
of the light of everlasting life ! 

The Church is the Body of Christ. 

He is its Head over all things. 

It is his fulness, even as he filleth 
all in all. 

I. The Church is the body of Christ. So 
St. Paul, in many places. " He is the head 
of the body, the Church." * " For His 
body's sake, which is the Church.^t "Christ 
is the head of the Church, and He is the 

* Colossians i, 16. t Colossians i, 24i. 
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Saviour of the body." * Doubtless, this is 
I a mystery. The Apostle calls it "a great 
mystery/' But so is death a mystery. And 
life itself a gi'eater mystery. And before all 
mysteries is this, that we, who bear about a 
dying life, should yet, through the atonement 
j of the Son of God, have hope and pledge 
j oi immortality. " Without controversy, great 
is the mystery of godliness; God was 
manifest in the flesh." t But though the 
incartiation be a mystery, it is a fact, no 
less ; and we receive it, on unquestionable 
testimony. Though the Cross of our 
Redeemer be a mystery, it is a fact no less ; 
and we embrace it with prevailing faiths as 
our sole rescue from eternal death. Though 
the ascension of the glorified humanity of 
Jesus be a mystery, it is a fact, no less; and 
we rejoice with joy unspeakable, that even 
in heaven we have a merciful High Priest, 
tempted once as we are, that He might 
sympathize with our infirmities, and succour 
us when we are tempted. Blessed and com- 
fortable mystery, that the Church is the 

* Bphesians v, 24, 1. 1 Timothy Ui, 18. 
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body of Christ ! That when the eternal Son 
for our sakes became man, He not only 
humbled Himself to us, but raised us up to 
Him. That if He emptied Himself of His 
divinity, it was that He might take us into 
His humanity. That He loved us with such 
love, that not to be our friend, not even to 
be our brother, could suflEice Him ; but to 
be one with us, and make us one with Him : 
He, one with us in infirmity, that we might 
be one with Him in power ; He, one with 
us in suffering, that we might be one with 
Him in happiness ; He, one with us in death, 
that we might be one with Him in life; He; 
one with us in every thing but sin, that, 
through the offering for us of Him who did 
no sin, we might be one with Him in 
righteousness and holiness. Blessed be His 
name, that though the relation be a mystery, 
the entrance into it, the continuance in it, 
the glorious issue of it, is no mystery at 
all ; but simple, even to the level of that 
little child, in which He taught us to behold 
ourselves, as He would have us be. " Repent 
and be baptized every one of you, in the 
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name of Jesus Christ/'* "As many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ." t "We being many, are one 
bread and one body for we are all partakers 
of that one bread." J "God is love ; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him."§ "There is one body and one 
spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all."|| 
"And He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ : till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ : that we henceforth be no 
more children tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men and cunning craftiness of 

* Acts ii, 38. t Galatians iii, 27. t 1 Corinthians x, 17. 
§ 1 John iv, 16. II Ephesians iv, 4 — 6. 
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them that lie in wait to deceive ; but speak- 
ing the truth in love may grow up into Him 
in all things which is the head, even Christ : 
from whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body, unto the edify- 
ing of itself in love/* * " Ye are come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innu- 
merable company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the first-bom, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the spirits of just men made per- 
fect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than that of Abel."t 

11. As the Church is the body of Christy 
so is He its " head over all things." The 
figure which makes the Church a living body 
implies of course a living head. That head, 
the scriptures cited, teach is Christ. Head, 
as He is the source to it of life ; living not 

* Ephesians iv, 11—16. t Hebrews xii, 2^—24. 
___ C 
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only, but life-giving* Head, as He governs 
and controls it by His sovereign wilL Head, 
as He sympathizes with it in all its joys and 
all its sorrows : sees of the travail of His soul 
and is satisfied, when men come into it by 
penitence and faith, and walk uprightly in 
its ways of peace and holiness ; and, when 
its members suflfer, or do wrong, is persecuted 
in their persecution, or crucified afresh by 
their unfaithfulness. " Head over all things" 
to His Church, by His Almighty power, 
ruling in heaven above, and on the earth 
beneath, and ordering all things, if its mem- 
bers have but faith in Him, for its advance- 
ment and the increase of its glory. " Head 
over all things" to His Church, by His 
abounding grace ; anointing His ministers 
with holy oil ; keeping for ever bright the 
golden chain let down from heaven of their 
perpetual priesthood ; blessing their ministry 
with sinners, so that whosesoever sins they 
remit, they are remitted ; filling continually 
with the pure water of eternal life the laver 
of the new creation ; pleading for ever for 
us, at the throne, the merits of that sacrifice 
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for sins, by whoise prevailing virtue the bread 
and wine become the "meat indeed," and 
"drink indeed," by which believing souls 
are nurtured for immortality : and giving to 
his " faithful people pardon and peace, that 
they may be cleansed from all their sins, and 
serve" Him " with a quiet mind."* 

III. The Church, which is the body of the 
Lord Jesus, and He its Head, is, finally, " the 
fulness of Him who filleth all in all." In 
other words of the same scripture, it is 
" complete in Him." From Him, as from its 
living and life-giving head, flow down per- 
petually the succours of that grace which 
makes it what it is, and what it ought to be. 
It has no power but of His gift, no virtue but 
in His merit. His is the light which makes 
its word of truth effectual. His is " the spirit 
of supplications," without which all its pray- 
ers fell, like spent arrows, long before they 
reach the throne. His is the grace from 
which alone its sacraments derive their 
efficacy, and all its gifts their worth. But, 
though, without Him, the Church has nothing, 

* Collect for twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. 
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and is nothing; with Him, and in Him, 
she possesseth all things. As it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fulness dwell," * 
as " in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily ; " t so is the Church, as His 
body, *^ the fulness of Him that fiUeth all in 
all : " the fulness of his wisdom, guiding her 
by His gracious Spirit into all saving know- 
ledge, that she may be through all the 
changes of the world, as she has been, the 
ground and pillar of the truth ; the fiilness of 
His power, that weak as she may be, and 
small, and little thought of by the world, the 
gates of hell may never, as they never did, 
prevail against her ; the fulness of His grace, 
that she may nurture His dear children at her 
bosom, sustain against the conflicts of the 
world, the devil and the flesh, the men and 
women who take refuge at her altar, smooth 
the declining path of tottering age that courts 
the shelter of her peaceful shadow, and lighten, 
through the grave, the souls that in her 
sweet communion fall asleep in Jesus. What 
but His fulness, who fills all in all, made 

* Colossians i, 19. t U^ 9. 
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fi^ennen and publicans, mighty to break 
down strongholds, and to overthrow high 
places, and to bring low every thought to 
the obedience of Christ? What but His 
fulness gave the victory to that small 
company of poor despised and persecuted 
Nazarenes against the might and majesty of 
all-controlling Rome ; and made of one who 
came, like the apostle Paul, in weakness, 
and in trembling, and in fear, more than an 
overmatch for Athens, and her proud philo- 
sophy ? What but His fulness has sustained 
the pure, life-giving stream against the op- 
posing currents of the world and hell ; and 
makes its track still visible, in every land, by 
the fresh emerald verdure of its piety and 
charity ? What but His fulness can supply 
one sinner that repenteth with the peace 
which passeth understanding ; or enable one 
believer to achieve that noblest of all victories, 
the conquest of himself ; or sustain one dying 
saint against that over-mastering fear with 
which mortality shrinks back, instinctive, at 
the thought of dissolution, and enable him to 

say, with the Apostle in his noble rapture, 
c 3 
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" oh death, where is thy sting ; oh grave, 
where is thy victory !" These are the tro- 
phies which make good the Church's claim 
to be His fulness, who fills all in all. The 
least of them is its sufficient proof. One 
life reformed, one soul converted, one mourner 
comforted, transcends all human skill, all 
human might. He only who fills all in all, 
who made the heart, who knows its frame, 
who skills to wield it at His will, is equal to 
these things. Her hoarded saints, her glori- 
ous martyrs, her missionaries that go forth 
with their hearts naked in their hands, her 
faithful children who deny themselves, and 
take their Cross and follow Christ; live to 
themselves no more but unto Him, and shine, 
in the reflection of His brightness, as lights in 
a dark place, the blessing and the glory of 
their age,' the salt that keeps the world from 
dissolution — these are her marks, that she 
has been with Jesus; these the living and 
immortal fruits of that divine and glorious 
fulness which fills all in all. The tracks of 
human conquerors are forgotten while the 
blood is yet upon their feet. The science, 
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that could rear the Pyramids, could not per- 
petuate the name of their projectors. The 
marble moulders, and the brass corrodes, in 
utter mockery of man*s attempts at immor- 
tality. But, like the memory of the box of 
ointment which was poured upon the Saviour's 
feet, the humblest act of faith and piety shall 
never die; and when the heavens are shrivelled 
and the earth dissolved, the record that is 
written in the book laid up before the Lamb, 
shall still outshine, as it outlasts the stars. 
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often 
one to another, and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it; and a book of remembrance was 
written before Him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon His name. And 
they shall be mine saith the Lord of hosts 
in that day when I make up my jewels."* 



It is in this great and glorious cause, the 
greatest and most glorious that can engage 
the interest and actuate the energies of men, 
that we, beloved brethren, have been gathered 

• Malachi iU, 16, 17. 
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here to-day. Deeply and fervently does 
every pulse of mine,— dear friend of many 
years, * by whose suggestion I stand here, 
partaker of your joy, — ^beat in accordance 
with your own. This noble structure, pro- 
jected in such deep, far-reaching wisdom, 
pursued to its completion with such fidelity, 
munificence and perseverance, and now given 
up to God, and taken in His name, by His 
ambassador, is His own testimony to the 
truth and power of His own word, the fulfil* 
ment of His own promise to be with and to 
bless His Church. Long may it stand, the 
witness of the feith delivered once to the old 
saints ; the birth-place and the home of 
thousands and of myriads that shall unite their 
spirits here, in piety and prayer, to join before 
the throne their songs of ceaseless praise. 
Here, through long ages, may the daily 
service lift its incense from true, penitent, 
and faithful hearts, accepted through the 
blood of Jesus, at the mercy seat of heaven; 
and bring, like dews that fell before on 

* The Rev. Dr. Hook, Vicar of Leeda, by whose request the 
preacher came to Eogland for this service. 
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Hermon^s favoured hill, showers of immortal 
blessings. Here, through long ages, may 
the testimony of that truth be held which 
" holy men of old" received from the anointed 
lips of the incarnate Word, and at their lifers 
cost bore about for the instruction and con- 
version of a guilty and rebellious world; and, 
having sealed the message with their blood, 
committed it to other " faithful men," who 
should come after them, and they again, in an 
unbroken line, to us. Here through long ages, 
may that sacred font pour, in perennial stream, 
its pure regenerating wave ; that holy altar 
minister in never stinted, never disregarded, 
plenty, its spiritual and immortal banquet, 
"the means of grace," through which, to 
penitent and faithful hearts, the purchase of 
the Cross assures the " hope of glory." Here 
may the promise be fulfilled, " lo, I am with 
you always even unto the end of the world:" 
and may there never fail from out these courts 
a priesthood, in the line which takes com- 
mission from the day of the ascension, on 
that mount in Gralilee, clothed in the righte- 
ousness of their triumphant Head, and burning 
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with His love for human souls ; nor yet a 
people, waitmg on their ministry, with joyful 
hearts, shewing forth the praises of Him that 
calls them from the world, and hastening on, 
in faith, and penitence, and charity, and 
prayer, the coming of his glorious kingdom ! 
" Even so, come. Lord Jesus ! ^* 

Most reverend brother, and right reverend 
brethren,* it is no ordinary providence of 
God that brings us here together. In other 
days, solemnities like this were the occasion 
when the Bishops of Christ's Church were 
wont to come together from distant provinces, 
for the confirmation of the faith, and the 
increase of charity, and to renew their solemn 
vows to God, and pledge themselves, each to 
the other, to new service, and, if need should 
be, new sufferings, in his name. Is it not so 
again? Shall it not be so now? From the 
far-distant West, a Bishop of that Church, 
which, as the youngest daughter of the 
Saviour's household, has so much to acknow- 

* Allasion is here made to the presence of his Grace the 
Lord Archbishop of York, the Metropolitan, the Lord Bishop of 
Ripon, the Diocesan, and the Lord Bishop of Ross and Argyll. 
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ledge, and so gratefully acknowledges it, of 
"first foundation," "under God," and "long 
continuance of nursing care and protection,"* 
I come, to pay my vows here in my fathers' 
Church, and to my fathers' God. Just on 
the eve of my departure, the convention of 
my diocese, with other marks of faithfiil 
love, t which live for ever in my heart of 



* See the Preface to the Book of Common Prayer of the American 
Church. 

t " Resolved, — That this convention have heard with mingled 
feelings of gratification and regret that the bishop of this diocese 
is about to separate himself from it by a brief absence; gratifica- 
tion that the intercourse between the Church in England and that 
in America, so long interrupted by restriction of state-policy, will 
be renewed, by his visit, in strict accordance with catholic principles 
and ancient usage; regret that even in such a cause, and with such 
an object, the diocese is to be deprived for a time of his labours 
and example — labours and example directed by a mind so 
enlightened, a heart so sound, a zeal and an ability so pre- 
eminent and successful. 

Resolved, — ^That we humbly and confidently trust that the 
renewal of friendly intercourse between the branches of the Church 
catholic in England and America, under auspices like the present, 
will contribute, by the Divine blessing, to strengthen and extend 
the holy influence of * evangelical truth and apostolical order * in 
their purity and integrity; and to revive that spirit in both 
Churches which in by-gone days made our venerable mother the 
glory of Christendom, the ' bulwark of the Reformation.' 

Resolved, — That we hereby assure our right rev. father in God 
of our aflfectionate interest in his safety and welfare during his 
proposed voyage and visit ; and that our prayers shall ascend to 
Him in whose liands are all the comers of the earth, that He will 
be pleased to guide and guard him in his absence, and to restore 
him speedily to the flock over which the chief Shepherd hath set 
him, to the comfort and joy of us all." 
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hearts, placed in my hands such words as 
these : " Resolved, that we humbly and con- 
fidently trust, that the renewal of friendly 
intercourse between the branches of the 
Church Catholic in England, and America, 
under auspices like the present, will con- 
tribute, by the Divine blessing, to extend and 
strengthen the holy influence of evangelical 
truth and apostolical order, in their purity and 
integrity, and to revive that spirit in both 
Churches which, in by-gone days, made our 
venerable Mother the glory of Christendom, 
the bulwark of the Reformation." At every 
point of my delightful pilgrimage, from the 
time-honoured towers of Lambeth, and from 
that venerable prelate, whose spirit of meek 
wisdom and of ancient piety sits on them, as 
a crowning charm ; through all the orders of 
the Clergy, and all the Laity, these sentiments 
have met a prompt and full response. And 
I am now here, with my loins girt* for my 
long voyage, to join, with hand and heart, in 
this most interesting service, with the most 
reverend metropolitan, and the right reverend 

* In two days the preacher embarked for America, 
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diocesan, and a right reverend bishop of the 
sister Church in Scotland, that so I may take 
back to my own altars the golden cord, 
three-stranded, of our Catholic Communion. 
Warmly will they receive it, who work with 
me there, as fellow-helpers of the Gospel, and 
fondly cherish it. Their hearts will soften, 
and their eyes will swell, as I describe the 
glories of this day, at the remembrance of 
the days of other years. They will think of 
the homes which their forefathers left, the 
happy homes of England. They will tliink 
of the love that followed them, to furnish 
them with spiritual pastors,* and to help 
them to set up their humble folds. They 
will recount the acts and offices of bounty 
which refreshed the fathers' heart, and still 
refresh the childrens'. Above all, they will 
remember how, when fervent Seabury f set 
out on his adventure for the Cross, the bishops 
of the Church in Scotland heard his prayer, 
and sent him back, with the authority and 
grace of the Episcopate, to be the first 

* But, alas ! not with bishops, 
t Consecrated in Scotland, Nov. 1784. 
J) 
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apostle of the West : and turning then to 
Lambeth, to that simple chapel, where the 
patriarch White* received that office of a 
bishop, which, with divine permission, he 
conveyed to twenty-six, they will thank God, 
as 1 do, with an overflowing heart, that one 
in whom these noble lines are blended, t was 
permitted, in his providence, to stand to-day 
at their twin source, and to re-combine them 
in this animating service; the clearest and 
most powerful demonstration;}; which this 
age has shown that Christ's Church every- 
where is one, and Catholic truth and Catholic 
love, stilly as in other days, the bond of 
Christian hearts. 

Brethren, right reverend, reverend and 
beloved, it is written in the elder records of 
our faith, that when the ark of God was on 

• Consecrated, with Dr. Provoost, at Lambeth, Feb. 4, 1787, 
by Archbishop Moore. 

t In a late conversation with the Venerable President of Mag- 
dalen, Dr. Routh, he spoke of oars as ''the Scoto- Anglican 
Succession." 

t Such I must regard the presence of Bishops of three branches 
of the Catholic Church, with the Venerable Archbishop of York, 
surrounded by more than three hundred Clergymen, in the midst 
of a Cong^regation of four thousand. 
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its progress towards the hill of Sion, it rested 
once, for three months, in the house of Obedr 
edom : and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and 
all his household.* "And it was told king 
David, saying, The Lord hath blessed the 
house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth 
to it, because of the ark of God." As I have 
gone from scene to scene of highest interest 
and rarest beauty in this most favoured land 
of all the world, contemplated its arts, its 
industry, its wealth; enjoyed its comforts 
and refinements; and shared, with a full 
heart, the peace and happiness of its dear 
Christian homes; as I have thought of its 
attainments in science and in letters; as I 
have recounted its feats of arms and fields of 
victory ; as I have followed through every 
ocean and through every sea its cross- 
emblazoned flag; and seen that on the circuit 
of its empire the sun never sets, I have asked 
myself, instinctively, whence, to so small a 
speck on the world's map, a sea-beleagured 
island, sterile in soil, and stem in climate, 
Britain cut off, in ancient judgment, from 

* 2 Samuel yi, 10—12. 
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the world* — such wealth, such glory, and 
such power? And the answer has re- 
turned spontaneous to my heart, "the 
Lord has blessed the house of Obed-edom, 
and all that pertained unto him, because of 
the ark of God/' Yes, from my heart, I 
say, the strength of England is the Church 
of England. Your wealth, your glory, and 
your power, is but God's blessing on your 
kingdom, as the home and shelter of his 
Church. Here, in the very days of the 
apostles, it took root. Here, in the earliest 
ages, it was tended by true pastors, and 
enriched with martyrs' blood, poured out, 
like water, on a thousand fields. Here, 
ancient piety and ancient charity lavished 
their treasures, to endow it, and sent up 
their hearts in prayers for blessings on their 
deeds. Here, kings have been the nursing 
fathers, and queens the nursing mothers of 
the Church ; and here, the State, with truest 
wisdom, has allied itself to it, and in the 
shelter of its shadow, sought for favour and 
protection, on itself, and on the people of 

• " Britannos orbe dlvisos." 
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its care. Here, when the force and fraud 
of fallen and corrupted Rome had filled its 
mountain mass of worldliness and pride, true 
hearts took strength from God, to heave it 
from its tottering centre; and true hands 
embraced the burning stake, and kindled 
with it such a fire upon its altars as never 
shall go out, but burn and blaze for ever as 
the beacon-light of Christian liberty and 
Christian truth. Here, never have been 
wanting bishops, that would brave the 
dungeon, or endure the rack, for Chrisfs 
sake, and His Church, Here, never have 
been wanting faithful pastors, feeding Chris- 
tian flocks, upon a thousand hills, and in a 
thousand vallies, in the green pastures of 
the Gospel, in simplicity, and purity, and 
peace. Here, from the schools and univer- 
sities, endowed by Christian bounty, and 
controlled by Christian wisdom, and imbued 
with Christian piety, a never-failing streani 
of godly and well-learned men have still 
gone out to serve the Church, and to adorn 
the State. Here, from ten thousand altars, 

prayers have constantly ascended from devout 
n 3 
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and faithful hearts, for blessings upon Eng- 
land, which have fallen in showers of mercy 
on the land, and on its quiet homes. These 
are your acts, my friends, these are your 
aims. The strength of England is in Chris- 
tian hearts. The sunlight of its splendour 
is the radiance which is reflected from 
its Christian spires. The anchors that 
have moored your island, and preserved it 
immoveable, are the deep roots of old 
Cathedrals; and the armament that keeps 
its virgin shore unsullied is the squadron 
that conveys to distant lands your missionary 
enterprise. Be these your acts, my friends^ 
be these your aims ! Cling to your fathers' 
Church, cling to your fethers' God ! In- 
crease your folds ! Multiply your pastors ! 
Gather in your scattered sheep ! Compass the 
earth with your Colonial bishoprics ! This 
is the sti'ength which will procure no enmity. 
This is the glory which will provoke no war. 
It is the strength in which humanity itself 
shall be made strong. It is the glory which 
shall overflow, and bless the world. The 
strife shall then be, not for personal aggran* 
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dizement, but for new empires to the Cross. 
The end and aim of such an emulation the 
bringing on of that most blessed day, when 
all the kingdoms of the world shall be " the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. 

In this most gracious and most glorious 
work it is your privilege, my brethren, to 
unite this day. This noblest trophy of our 
age to the great cause of Catholic truth and 
love is reared by individual efforts. Private 
hearts have planned, and private hands have 
reared this temple to the worship, in your 
fathers' faith, and through your fathers' 
prayers, of your own fathers' God. They 
have done so in that lofty faith, which, when 
it sees the end, trusts that the means will 
come. It is from your hearts and through 
your hands that God this day will vindicate, 
to them who trust in him, his own most 
gracious word. Open wide your bosoms to 
the sway of that most gracious Spirit, of 
whose countless gifts the best and most 
illustrious is charity. Prove that the fathers' 
blood still circles in the childrens' veins. 
Prove that the fathers' spirit still inspires the 
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childrens' hearts. Prove by youi free and 
liberal contributions that you are not of those 
who would desire to serve the Lord with that 
which costs you nothing ; but that, having 
given up, first, your own selves to the Lord, 
your chief delight and highest glory is, to 
heap His altar with your treasures, and to 
pour your hearts out at His Cross- 
Brethren, beloved in the Lord, this is the 
first, this is the last time of my ministry 
among you. Shortly, a thousand leagues 
of sea will roll between us. Blessed be God, 
the circle of the whol6 earth cannot divide 
the faithful hearts which have been knit in 
Christian love. Blessed be God, the com- 
munion of Saints takes in both worlds ; and 
joining each to every other, joins us all to 
God. Never, while a pulse shall sway the 
native cun-ents in my breast, shall this day 
be forgotten. Often, as I shall sit among 
the loved ones of my house, or shall go in 
and out among the flocks of which the Holy 
Ghost has made me overseer, this solemn 
scene — the holy temple, the mighty congre- 
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gation, the company of white-robed priesta,* 
those bishops, venerable and beloved, the 
sacred services, the unearthly music, every 
incident and circumstance, and every deepest 
feeling that was touched and stirred — shall 
rise before the vision of my soul. Never, 
without the heartfelt prayer: "Peace be 
within thy walls, and plenteousness within 
thy palaces. For my brethren and com- 
panions' sake I will wish thee prosperity. 
Yea, because of the house of the Lord our 
God I will seek to do thee good." Grant 
it, God of our salvation, for Thy mercy's 
sake in Jesus Christ: and to Thee, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, shall be 
ascribed the glory and the praise, now and 
for evermore. Amen. 



♦ The attending Clergy were all In surplices. 
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Zbchariab It, 6. 



'' Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts." 



Thbse words of comfort and of hope were 
addressed to the Jews, and more especially to 
Zerubbabel their leader and governor, after 
their return from the seventy years* captivity 
in Babylon, There was much in the present 
state of God's chosen people to fill their 
minds with sorrow and despondency. They 
could not forget the great things which had 
been done for them of old. How God had 
chosen them for His own inheritance, and 
made their name great in the earth. Their 
fathers indeed, like themselves, had been in 
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captivity, and endured a cruel bondage, but 
then God had brought them out with a strong 
hand and a mighty arm in the very face of 
their oppressor, who perished before their 
eyes in all the pride of his strength. So Moses 
had sung — " Pharoah's chariots and his host 
hath he cast into the sea, his chosen captives 
also are drowned in the red sea. The depths 
have covered them, they sank to the bottom 
as a stone. Thy right hand, O Lord, has 
become glorious in power. Thy right hand, 
O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy." 
And this was but the beginning of wonders 
wrought in their behalf. "Marvellous 
things," says the Psalmist, " did He in the 
sight of their fathers in the land of Egypt, 
in the field of Zoan. In the day-time He led 
them with a cloud, and all the night through 
with a light of fire. He clave the rocks in 
the wilderness, and gave them drink as out 
of the great depths. He commanded the 
clouds from above, and opened the doors of 
heaven. Man did eat angels' food. He sent 
them meat to the full." And with a high 
hand He brought them into the land which 
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he had promised to give them. " He cast out 
the heathen before them, and divided them 
an inheritance by line, and made the tribes 
of Israel to dwell in tents," And then he 
raised up amongst them mighty men, who 
put their feet on the necks of kings, and 
subdued their enemies round about them ; 
so he made Israel the glory of all kingdoms. 
All these things, I say, could not fail to pre- 
sent themselves to the minds of the Jews at 
this time, in painful contrast with their pre- 
sent state. They were now indeed returning 
from captivity ; but not like Israel triumph- 
ing over the power of Pharoah. Now they 
came forth under the decree and protection 
of a heathen king, not as once a terror to 
their enemies round about, but the object of 
their scorn and derision. Not as once to 
raise a magnificent temple, the kings of the 
earth being tributary, and bringing to its 
adornment their silver and gold and precious 
stones ; but as men in constant fear of their 
enemies, compelled to hold the sword in one 
hand while they wrought at the building 
with the other. Painfiil indeed must have 

£ 
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been this contrast, and calculated to fill the 
mind with despondency. And it was now at 
this time of their need that the Lord cheered 
and comforted them with the assurance in 
the text. There appeared to the prophet a 
vision of two olive trees, which spontaneously 
fed the bowl of the golden lamp. The design 
of this was to symbolize the secret efficacy of 
God's grace; for the interpreting angel spake, 
saying, " This is the word of the Lord unto 
Zerubbabel, saying. Not by might,^ nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. Who art thou O great mountain ? 
Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain : 
and he shall bring forth the head stone thereof 
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 

The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 

foundation of this house, his hands also shall 
finish it ; and thou shalt know that the Lord 
of Hosts hath sent me unto you. For who 
hath despised the day of small things?" 

Such was the method in which the God of 
Israel cheered his desponding people. He 
directed their thoughts to this feature in His 
dealings, namely, that His works are not 
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accomplished by might or by power, accord- 
ing to man's estimation, but by the secret 
and all-powerful energy of His spirit. 

Now the application of this language to 
the conditions of the Christian Church, is 
not a mere accommodation of Scripture, for 
we have abundant assurance, that not only 
the Jewish dispensation in general, but the 
temple in particular find their antitype under 
the gospel. They were but shadows of which 
we possess the substance. Possibly too we 
may discover some resemblance between the 
istate of the Jewish people in the days of 
Zechariah, and the state of the Church in 
our own days. We have just passed a period, 
if indeed we may say it is past, in which the 
glory of our spiritual Zion has been com- 
paratively hidden. Pampered by the pro- 
tection of civil rulers, and enervated perhaps 
by too long repose, the Church, but recently, 
seemed almost to have forgotten her peculiar 
and exclusive glory as the institution of Christ. 
Her internal energies were deadened by the 
chilling influence of secular patronage, and 
her spiritual foundations were almost hidden 
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under her incidental attribute of being the 
established religion. But now we trust her 
light is breaking forth from obscurity. We 
would fain hope that she is putting on the 
arm of strength as in the ancient days. Yet 
perhaps we may be tempted to look back 
with something like feelings of despondency 
to what the Church once was, clothed with 
power, united in herself going forth "glorious 
as the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as 
an army with banners." When she was as a 
city set on an hill, dispensing light and 
blessing to all around. Now we see her 
apparently weak and helpless, and divested 
of her glory ; more or less enslaved to the 
powers of this world ; torn with strife and 
dissensions within, the sport and the scorn 
of enemies without. Well then may we 
turn our thoughts to this encouraging assu- 
rance. When tempted to think the work of 
re-building or sustaining our spiritual Zion 
too great to be achieved; when feelings of 
despondency come over us while contrasting 
the feebleness of our eflforts with the greatness 
of our work, when about to yield to that not 
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uncommon temptation, that where so much 
is to be done, beyond all our power, it is in 
vain to do anything, then let us hear the 
voice of God, " Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." 
Let us call to mind God's greatness and our 
littleness, and remember that in the time of 
her prosperity, as much as in the time of 
abject weakness, the strength of the church 
is really in the unseen arm of God ; that as 
the powers of this world can really add 
nothing to her, so can they take nothing 
from her. Whether smiled upon or frowned 
upon; whether endowed with wealth, or 
reduced to poverty; whether established or 
unestablished ; whether the great ones of the 
earth seek shelter under her wings, or 
whether they forsake and oppress her ; still 
her real strength and glory are the same — 
neither increased or diminished. She still 
wields with the same efficiency her high and 
mysterious powers, and may rest with the 
same confidence on God's almighty arm; 
like her living Head, " the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever." 
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I desire then, on the present occasion, to 
point out some features in the history and 
character of the Christian Church, illustra- 
tive of this great truth. May He, who has 
made the Church the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, direct and bless us. 

I. And here, in the first place, it is 
impossible to omit all notice of the first 
propagation of the Gospel. It would seem as 
if in this, God designed to stamp this great 
feature on his plans for the instruction of all 
future generations. When the Son of God 
came down from heaven. He came with no 
pretensions of visible power, such as might 
have had an imposing effect on the world. 
He came in meanness, and poverty, and 
shame. He came possessed of none of that 
which men call influence, and to the posses- 
sion of which they are wont to attribute so 
much. So also He selected His first followers 
and missionaries from poor fishermen. This 
is a fact too tritely commented on to need 
further observation here, and yet it cannot 
be overlooked when speaking on such a 
subject. What a striking practical comment 
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on the text it is, that the teaching of Jesus 
Christ and His apostles, taking its rise from 
a source so insignificant — committed to the 
keeping of men of low birth and poor educa- 
tion, and upheld by no authority,— rigidly 
repudiating all carnal weapons, braving, not 
conciliating the powers of this world, seeking 
assistance from none, but offering it to all ; 
that this teaching, I say, should in the short 
space of three centuries, have compelled the 
homage of kings, cast down the altars of 
long cherished superstitions, and subjected 
the civilised 'world to its influence. 

But perhaps at first sight, it may seem 
to detract somewhat from this fact, as an 
illustration of the text, that Jesus Christ and 
His apostles though poor and mean in their 
worldly condition, were yet invested with 
ostensible powers of a very imposing charac- 
ter. It may be objected, that their progress 
can scarcely be said not to be marked 
"by might and by power" while they could 
work miracles in attestation of their word. 
But to this it may be replied, first, that the 
belief of supernatural powers in the world 
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whether for good or for evil)- was then so 
prevalent, as to render the possession of such 
power not so imposing in the eyes of the 
world as we might imagine. And next, it will 
not have escaped the careful reader of Scrip- 
ture, that the miracles of our Lord and of His 
apostles were rarely, if ever, wrought as mere 
signs to the unbelieving — they were wrought 
not with the view of forcing conviction on 
unwilling minds, but rathfer as indicating the 
power of Christ over the material world. They 
were given as a reward to faith, far more than 
for the removal of unbelief. They addressed 
themselves much more to man's moral sense, 
than to his intellectual convictions. And 
as a matter of fact we know, that miracles 
did not bring conviction to the generality of 
men. So it is written, " though he had done 
so many miracles before them, yet believed 
they not on Him." A very slight deduction 
then must be made on this ground from the 
force of this fact, as an illustration of the 
text. Unquestionably the >arly history of 
Christianity will ever remain amongst the 
most striking exemplifications of this truth, 
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" Not by might nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 

11. Another illustration of this truth may 
be seen in that which constitutes the grand 
centre of Christian doctrine — the Cross of 
Christ. So St. Paul teaches when he calls the 
preachingof the Cross of Christ the foolishness 
of God, which is wiser than men ; and the 
weakness of God which is stronger than men. 
Attempts, indeed, have not been wanting to 
clothe the Cross with adventitious glory, and 
to render it imposing in the eyes of the 
multitude. But such attempts only obscure 
its real glory, which must be looked for in 
its shame. They deprive it of its real strength, 
which flows from its weakness. Such, it 
may be feared, has been the result in that 
corrupted form of Christianity in which the 
visible and material Cross is invested in the 
eyes of the multitude with a kind of magic 
power, and abused to superstitious ends. Not 
that the right use of this sacred symbol can 
be blamed by any thoughtful Christian. It 
was in use in the Church in the best and 
purest days, when Christians delighted oil 
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all occasions " to present the visible Cross to 
their eyes, that their hearts might be turned 
to Him who died upon it," But in later 
times it has been abused, and undoubtedly 
in the hands of the Romanists the visible 
and material Cross with its imposing preten- 
sions, and the almost magic influence it is 
supposed to possess, is a weapon of great 
power. It would not, indeed, be just to attach 
this abuse of the Cross to the theory of the 
Roman faith ; but those will feel the justice 
of the remark who are acquainted with the 
religion practically prevailing amongst the 
uneducated of our Roman Catholic brethren. 
But such a use of the Cross conceals rather 
than displays its real glory. 

Such,too, in another and opposite way has 
been the result of that kind of preaching, the 
Cross of Christ, which has so much prevailed 
in recent times amongst Protestants. I mean 
where the Cross has been used as the ground 
of pathetic appeals to the affections, or of spe- 
cious reasonings addressed to the intellect. In 
this way, a, so called, rationalistic system has 
been substituted for the sacred mystery of the 
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Cross. Men have been taught to honour it, 
because it seems the great display of the love 
of God, or because it seems to the limited 
reason of men to vindicate his justice, or to 
illustrate His holiness. It is attempted to 
explain the great mystery of our faith, and 
so the very foundations of Christ have been 
laid in the homage which it is supposed to 
pay to human affection and human reason, 
rather than in its being a revelation from 
God, requiring our absolute obedience and 
our implicit faith. 

But not so the true doctrine of the Cross, 
which is, and ever will be, to them that perish, 
foolishness, and to them only that are saved 
the wisdom of God, and the power of God. 
There is in it nothing to flatter man, but 
every thing to humble him. It does not 
appeal to the decisions of his understanding, 
but requires its submission. It "confounds 
the wisdom of the wise, and brings to nought 
the understanding of the prudent." The 
Cross is the instrument of our salvation, 
not as a visible sign claiming superstitious 
reverence : not as it is seen in the specious 
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reasonings of a (so called) Christian philo- 
sophy, but as it is seen in its own native 
shame and degradation, as the symbol of the 
deepest ignominy, as the malefactor's due, 
and so endured by Him who, for our sake, 
submitted to be treated as one, who though 
** He knew no sin, was made sin for us, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him/' 

It is the MYSTERY of the Cross which we 
must receive. A mystery which utterly 
baffles the wisdom of man. It is to us the 
medium of salvation, simply because God 
has appointed it to be so. It calls for our 
implicit faith. If we attempt to subject it to 
the measures of our own understanding ; if 
we are led to approve it because it seems to 
us, as many say, to reconcile God's mercy 
with His justice, and otherwise to harmonize 
His attributes, then we pervert the doctrine, 
we miss one great end for which it would 
seem to be ordained ; as a test of our submis- 
sion to God, and as an indication of this 
great feature stamped upon His dealings with 
man, that He prevails over us, not by calling 
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in the aid of our natural powers, whether of 
feeling or of intellect, but by the secret efficacy 
of His grace. " Not by might, nor by power, 
but by His spirit." 

HI. And if this appears in the central 
doctrine of our faith, it appears no less in its 
peculiar ordinances^ and above all, in its holy 
Sacraments. Here assuredly this lesson is 
most strikingly taught. We daily profess 
our faith in " one baptism for the remission 
of sins.*' We have been taught from our 
earliest years that baptism is " a death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness, for 
being by nature bom in sin and the children 
of wrath, we are hereby (by baptism) made 
the children of grace." But what is Baptism 
to the eye of sense ? A simple washing of 
the body in pure water, in the name of the 
Blessed Trinity. Reason may enquire, how 
can this take away sin, and new create the 
soul ? If some great thing had been com- 
manded ; if remission of sin were the reward 
of some long discipline, or some great intel- 
lectual exercise ; if it were made dependent 
on our understanding the revealed plan of 
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salvation, or upon the exercise of our faith 
when understood ; — then perhaps men might 
have claimed some share in the accomplish- 
ment of the work. Then peradventure 
something might have been attributed to the 
might and power of man. But when God 
connects so great a thing as remission of sin, 
and grafting into Christ, and the new birth 
unto righteousness, with the simple act of 
washing with water " in the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost — '* 
what cau more strikingly show that it is He 
who works, and not man, not our merit, but 
His grace? not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but by His mercy He 
saves us, by the laver of regeneration and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, which He has shed 
on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour; in other words, not by might, 
nor by power, but by His spirit. And so 
likewise in the most Holy Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ; the greatness and 
blessedness of the end most strikingly con- 
trast with the apparent inadequacy of the 
means. How utterly is it beyond the 
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compass of any human conclusions, that by 
eating bread and drinking wine according to 
Christ's holy institution, we do " verily 
A]?D indeed" eat the flesh of Christ, and 
drink His blood; that by such a medium 
Christ dwells in us, and we in Him ; we are 
one with Christ, and Christ with us. Who 
can attribute such a result to ought else but 
the mighty working of God's spirit ! How 
manifest is it, that man is here the mere 
recipient of divine grace — the subject of 
God's mighty operation, and in no sense the 
doer of the work. Thus it would appear 
that in some sense the very simplicity of the 
appointed channels, constitute their fitness 
for the conveyance of the blessing ; and that 
the very objection which the pride and folly 
of men so often suggest, — How can these 
things be ? How can so much be attributed 
to a ceremony ? How can so much stress be 
laid on what is so simple?— the very ob- 
jection, I say, tends to shew the fitness of 
the Sacraments to their appointed end; in as 
much as it is an acknowledgment of their 
weakness in the eyes of men ; in as much as 
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the utter impossibility of attaching spiritual 
benefit to such simple acts, unless the power 
of God indeed were in them, proclaims them 
to be weapons in His hand, and not in the 
hands of man ; and that our trust is placed 
on no outward ceremony, but upon the grace 
of God within it; that we are not laying 
stress on mere outward forms, but using 
them as vessels of the mysteries of God ; as 
vehicles of His mighty power, and as signs 
and symbols of heavenly things. 

There are those, we know, who are wont 
to exalt the preaching of the word very much 
above the administration of the Sacraments. 
Hence perhaps it has arisen that in almost 
all our churches, while sermons are preached 
every Sunday, the Holy Communion is given 
but once a month, or even less frequently, 
in forgetfulness of the apostolic example, of 
coming together on the first day of the week 
to break bread. And it is thought that 
listening to a good sermon, in which, as it is 
said, the gospel is preached, is a more 
spiritual exercise, (and to judge by the con- 
duct of the generality of Christians a more 
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necessary one,) than receiving the Sacrament 
of Christ's Body and Blood. And yet 
certainly if it be spiritual to trust in God 
and not in ourselves ; if it be spiritual to 
place dependence upon His grace, and not 
upon what we ourselves can do, the advan- 
tage is quite on the side of Sacraments and 
not of preaching. God forbid, that we should 
undervalue the preaching of God's word 
which has ever been a fruitful source of 
edification to the Church. Sermons on a 
high authority are said to be " keys to the 
kingdom of heaven."* Yet it cannot be 
denied that if we look for an exemplification of 
the great evangelical truth, that "it is God 
that worketh in us to will and to do of His good 
pleasure;" that it is "by grace we are saved 
through faith, and that not of ourselves, not of 
works lest any man should boast," — we have 
this more fully, more manifestly shewn in the 
Sacraments, than in any. other ministrations 

♦ Hooker, " So worthy a part of divine service we shonld greatly 
wrong, if we did not esteem preaching as the blessed ordinance of 
God, sermons as keys to the kingdom of heaven, as wings to the 
soul, as spurs to the good affections, unto the sound and healthy 
as food, as physic unto diseased minds.*' Book v, zxii, 1. 

F 3 
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of the Church. A sermon addresses our 
intellect, as well as our faith ; calls for 
the co-operation of our understanding, and 
leaves us more occasion for self dependence ; 
more possibility of abusing its good to an 
evil end. Whereas the Sacraments appeal at 
once to our faith, and cry in a voice too plain 
to be mistaken by any but the most perverse — 
"stand still and see the salvation of God." 
" Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." And 

IV. Finally we must not overlook the 
illustration of the text which is to be found in 
the persons selected to be partakers of God*s 
salvation. " Ye see your calling," "brethren," 
says St. Paul, " how that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are called. But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise, and God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty ; and base things of 
the world, and things that are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are, that no 
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flesh should glory in His presence." Here, 
then " the race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong." It is not commanding 
powers of intellect, or extensive knowledge, 
or highly wrought feelings, or any other 
human qualification, natural or acquired, 
that will avail; a simple faith, a humble 
reliance upon God, an implicit submission 
to His will, and obedience to His command- 
ments ; this is the way to eminence in God's 
service. The kingdom of heaven is not 
entered through the lofty portals of high 
intellectual acquirements, but through the 
lowly door of penitence, and by the narrow 
path of holy obedience. It is the peculiar 
glory of the gospel that it is preached to the 
poor ; that it places its blessings within the 
reach of all who will aim to secure them. 
And what signal instances of success have 
occurred in the history of the Church, 
amongst those who have been placed under 
the greatest disadvantages as respects worldly 
acquirements. How often may we have 
seen the poor and illiterate far advanced in 
all that will be held valuable in eternity. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



56 



SERMONS. 



beyond the most favoured of the children of 
this world. And why is this? Because 
God works " not by might, nor by power, 
but by His spirit. Because excellence here 
is not attained by great powers of man, but 
rather by the readiness with which all that 
is naturally strong in us is made weak, and 
yielded to the power of God. We are wont 
to attribute far too much to the influence of 
what is addressed to the understanding, and 
to undervalue all that is not within its reach. 
Hence the frequent demand for plain teach- 
ing. Hence the exclusive attention to what 
are called the simple truths of the Gospel. 
No one of course will undervalue the im- 
portance of being plain and simple, yet after 
all much must be taught of what no account 
can be given than — " Thus saith the Lord." 
And he will most profit, not who is most 
clear, and learned, and understanding in the 
world's esteem ; but he who is most obedient 
to God's will ; who by patient continuance 
in well doing, seeks for glory, and honour, 
and immortality ; " who walks in all God's 
ordinances and commandments blameless ; 
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who does not presume to choose his own 
way, but is content to follow God's way. 

On the present occasion it is impossible 
not to be%reminded of the provision which 
our blessed Lord Himself has made for pro- 
pagating and perpetuating this course of holy 
obedience ; towards which it has been your 
high privilege to contribute in the erection 
of this noble edifice to His glory, — noble 
indeed, if we compare it with other works 
of this generation, but in like circumstances 
with ZerubbabePs temple, falling far short 
of what our fathers have done. The Church, 
wherever it is planted, is the great witness 
to the truths which we have been considering. 
Her chiefest glory is, that as her institutions 
originated in no will of man, so are they 
dependent on no power of man : in this 
pre-eminently she diffiers from all human 
systems and sectarian communities. For 
instance : it is your privilege to be under the 
pastoral care of one whom you justly value, 
whose labours amongst you God has so greatly 
blessed, to which the doings of this day bear 
a most gratifying testimony : yet you do not 
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date your communion from his ministry, or 
call yourselves by his name. — It is your 
privilege to believe in a reformed faith, 
stripped of novelties, and purified from 
abuses, which had been grafted upon it; 
yet you do not date your communion from 
the Reformation, neither do you delight to 
, call yourselves by any distinctive appellation 
arising out of it. Your faith is not a faith 
of three hundred years. Not dated from 
Luther, or Calvin, or Cranmer. You are 
Catholic Christians, holding fast the faith 
once delivered to the saints, "continuing 
steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and breaking of bread and in 
prayers." In a word, it is your privilege 
and glory to belong to Christ, to be members 
of that Church which He founded, and to 
connect all its institutions immediately with 
Him. The value of what has been termed 
the Christian system, above all things con- 
sists in this. Where will not the meek and 
docile disciple meet his Saviour while he 
walks watchfully in the ordinances of the 
Church ? Every step brings Christ before 
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him, suggests thoughts of Him, or brings 
into communion with Him. What are all 
our Church services, but express appoint- 
ments to meet Him ? What are our daily 
prayers, but daily memorials of the eflGlcacy 
of His blood ? What are our daily confes- 
sions, but recollections of sin aggravated by 
being viewed in the light of His Cross? 
What are our festivals, but commemorations 
either of Him, or of holy men, whose only 
glory it is to have reflected His light and 
manifested His power? What is an Apos- 
tolic ministry, but a mode of Christ's pre- 
sence ? And what are the holy Siacraments, 
but actual impartations or communications of 
himself? Assuredly, my brethren, however 
it may be accounted for, or however circum- 
stances may palliate the sin of the thought in 
individuals, there never was a notion more 
utterly without foundation, more utterly 
opposed to real truth, than that which is some- 
times advanced as a charge against the 
Church, that its system has a tendency to 
coldness or formality, and that an attention to 
the claims of our Mother, as under Christ, our 
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instructress and our guide, leads to an over- 
sight of those doctrines of the Gospel which 
are most heart-stirring and enlivening, of 
which our blessed Lord and Saviour is the 
center. No: the more you honour the insti- 
tutions of Christ, the more you honour Christ 
Himself. There is no more certain method 
of securing an interest in His blood, and of 
doing honour to His Cross, and of living in 
dependence upon his grace, than by walking 
in all the ordinances and commandments of 
the Lord blameless. Wherefore, beloved, 
building up yourselves on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep your- 
selves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal 
life. And now to Him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you fault- 
less before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our j 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and for ever. Amen." 
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1 Chronicles xxix, 1. 
^* The palace is not for man^ but for the Lord God." 

Such was the idea attached to the Temple 
by the sons of Israel, and in this opinion 
and estimate they were encouraged by their 
whole system of polity and their whole form 
of worship. The Tabernacle in the Wilder- 
ness had occupied a like place in their 
thoughts and affections. The Tabernacle 
was, indeed, a moveable Temple, as the 
Temple was a stationary Tabernacle. While 
the Israelites were wanderers in the Wilder- 
ness the Tabernacle was erected in the centre 
of their encampment ; * that is to say, by 

• Levit. i, 60 ; ui, 23, 29, 36, 38, 
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Divine command, it stood in that relative 
position in which, among other nomadic 
tribes, the pavilion of the chieftain was 
raised. The design of this arrangement 
was to impress upon the minds of the 
Israelites that theirs was a Theocracy, and 
that Jehovah was their King.* This seems 
to have been the leading object of their 
ceremonial. The Jewish ceremonies had 
reference, not as some commentators think, 
to the rites of Idolatrous worship, but, 
evidently, to the forms according to which 
the Eastern monarchs were served. Thus, 
as in the pavilion of a chieftain stood the 
chair of state, so in the innermost apartment 
of the Tabernacle, and afterwards of the 
Temple, stood the Throne of God between 
the Cherubims, with the Ark for His footstool. 
In like manner, as though it were provision 
for a king, the shewbread was placed on a 
gilded table in the ante-room, and incense 
was burned before it;t and as at a royal 
festival, at stated times, the courts of the 

• Psalm xllv, 4. 
t Lev. xxi, 6, 8, 17. Numbers xxvUi, 2. Duet, xxlii, 4. 
Ezek. xliv, 7. 
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Divine palace resounded with music. * It is 
manifest that all was done to convince the 
people that God was present among them^ 
in a manner different from that in which He 
was elsewhere present — present, even as thdir 
King.t Here, in His palace, the Omni*- 
present Lord God had promised to be espe- 
cially present, and here He had covenanted 
to meet His chosen people: "Let them 
make Me a Sanctuary, that I may dwell 
among them " ;}: — ^this was His command — 
" and there will I meet them " § — this was 
His promise. And the duties enjoined upon 
the people were strictly consistent with this ; 
they were, as dutiful subjects, to repair at 
certain times to " the palace which was 
not for man, but for the Lord God/' 
Three times in the year, at least, they were 
commanded to appear before Him, that so 
appearing they might do their homage. || 

The Israelites attended the services both 
of the Tabernacle and the Temple, to offer 

• 1 Chpon. xvi, 42 2 Chron. vii, 6. Dan. iii, 6, 7, 10, 16. 

t 2 Chron. y, 13, 14. X Ezod. xxv, 8 ; xxix, 45. 

^ Exod. XXV, 32; xxix, 42; xxx, 36. 

n Exod. xxxiv; 24. Deut. xxxi, 11. Exod. xxxiii, 27. 
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sacrifices and to pray, to ask for God's 
blessing and to be blessed; but, amid all 
this, they never lost sight of the idea that God 
was present among them as their Sovereign 
Ruler, and, by natural consequence, they 
constantly recognized their duty to render to 
Him, through the ceremonies of the Law, 
the homage of subjects. It is an idea with 
which the Psalms abound; and so fondly 
was it cherished, that when our Saviour 
was on the earth, they had almost forgotten 
that the Temple was also the house of 
Prayer; the house of Prayer for all na- 
tions,* though the palace in which the 
^' royal priesthood,t the peculiar people,":}; 
were to meet their Divine King. In the 
Synagogue they could pray as well as in the^ 
Temple ;§ in the Synagogue the Scriptures 
were read ;|| but they never thought that 
this exempted them from appearing before 
Jehovah in His palace. And this, by the 
way, accounts for the conduct of the Apos^ 
ties and the first Jewish converts. They 

♦ Isaiah Ivi, 7. Matt xxi, 13. Mark xi, 17. Luke xix, 40. 

t Exod. xix, a, 6. X Beat, iv, 20; vii, 6, &c, 

^ Matt^Ti,^. II Acts XT, 21, 
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frequented the Temple ;* but they did not 
go there to take part in the sacrifices, all 
typical sacrifices having been superseded 
by the "One full, perfect, and sufficient 
Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole worid," once made upon 
the Cross.t But the Temple was, as long 
as it stood, the palace of Jehovah, and, as 
such, the Israelites resorted to it. It was 
the notion of this their distinguishing privi- 
lege that made the Jews so zealous for their 
Law ; so jealous of that Gospel which, ac- 
cording to our Lord's instructions,;}; opened 
to all the baptized the privileges hitherto 
restricted to the sons of Israel. 

Such, then, being the idea which the 
Tabernacle and the Temple were calculated 
and intended to convey, we do not wonder 
when we read of the loyalty and zeal with 
which the willing-hearted subjects of Jeho- 
vah, brought their " bracelets and earrings, 
and rings and tablets, all jewels of gold,'' 
and " their blue and their purple and their 

• Acta ii, 46 j iii, 1 ; xxi, 6. 

t Prayer of Consecration, Office of Holy Communion. 

Heb. iz, 28 ; x, 12, 13, 14, 26. X John iu, v. 

Q3 
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scarlet and their fine linen,"* when they 
were commanded to erect their Tabernacle ; 
we do not wonder that David, who was a 
man after God's own heart,t in that he 
knew his place and regarded himself, not as 
an independent Prince, but merely as the 
viceroy of the King of Kings, J should 
feel ashamed to dwell in a house of Cedar, 
while the ark of the Lord dwelt within cur- 
tains ;§ we do not wonder that when he de- 
signed the Temple, he determined it should 
be ^* exceeding magnifical of fame and of 
glory throughout all countries,'* and that he 
should prepare for it " an hundred thousand 
talents of gold and a thousand thousand 
talents of silver, and brass and iron without 
weight:" II we do not wonder to read that 
Solomon "garnished the House with pre- 
cious stones, and overlaid the beams and the 
walls thereof, and the doors thereof with 
gold, and that he graved cherubims on the 
walls."1F 

But when, with these examples thus re- 

* £xod. xxxY, 6, et seq. t Acts xiii, 22. 
t 1 Sam. xiii, 14. § 2 Sam. vii, 2. 1 Cbron. xvii, 1. 
II 1 Chron. xxii, 5, 14. H 2 Chron, ui. 7. 
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corded " for our learning,"* we propose that 
Christians should emulate this conduct of 
the sons of Israel, we find many who are 
prepared to contend that, since the Jews 
lived under a Theocracy, their case is not 
parallel with our own. It is alleged that 
although the idea of paying homage to their 
King was necessarily connected with Jewish 
worship, yet since we do not live under a 
Theocracy, it is not of necessity so with us. 
But here assumption is offered where proof 
is sought. 

We, in reply to the assumption, urge that, 
under a Theocracy, we Christians do live; 
that the Theocracy, though changed in some 
of its details and more widely extended, has 
not, under the new dispensation, ceased to 
exist ; that there is still an Israel of God, 
even the Visible Church ; and that over His 
people Israel the Son of David reigns, ac- 
cording to the promise which was made to 
David through the prophet Nathan, t 

In order to console David for not being 

•Rom. XV, 4. 2 Tim. HI, 16, 17. 
t 2 Sam. vii, 12. Psalm il, 6. 
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permitted to erect the Temple, a promise was 
made to him that his house and his kingdom 
should be established for ever before God,* 
under that Seed of his who was to be pre- 
eminently the Son of God; for the Lord 
said, " I will be His Father and He shall 
be My Son/'f And a clearer insight into 
the nature of that kingdom was vouchsafed 
to David when, speaking of the Messiah, 
who was, after the flesh, to be the Son of 
David, he calleth Him Lord, and foresaw 
that He would send the rod of His strength 
out of Zion and rule among the heathen; 
that He would rule in the midst of enemies ; 
and that He would for a season withdraw 
from the earth, sitting at God's right hand 
until His enemies should become His foot- 
stool.;}; So deeply graven was this truth 
upon the mind of the Psalmist, the sweet 
singer of Israel, that, according to the 
traditional interpretation of the Jews, the 
word King in the Psalms is always intended 



* 2 Sam. yii, 16. In our version the words are " shall be estab- 
lished for ever before thee" But Kennlcot reads me for tliee. 
t 2 Saml. vii, 14. t Psalm 110. 
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to apply to the Messiah, except when other- 
wise restricted by the context. 

And so imbued was the popular feeling of 
the Jews with this fact, that when Isaiah 
was commissioned to declare, more explicitly 
than preceding Prophets, the mystery of the 
Atonement ; when he was directed to exhibit 
a suffering Messiah, the Victim as well as 
the Priest of the human race, the Lord in 
mercy vouchsafed to shew to the Israelites 
that this other fact was by no means incon- 
sistent with what they had been taught to 
believe of the glories of the Messiah's 
reign. The Prophecy which commences 
with the 52nd Chapter of Isaiah announces 
of the Messiah that He shall prosper, that 
He shall be exalted and extolled very high, 
or as the passage is sometimes translated. 

Behold My Servant, (the Messiah) shall reign prosperously, 
He shall be high and elevated, and very exalted.* 

Of the kingdom over which the Messiah 
was to reign, Daniel was commissioned more 
particularly to prophecy: "I saw in the 
night visions, and behold one like the Son 

* Hengstenbergf on laaiah lii, 1111. 
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of Man came with the clouds of Heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of Days, and they 
brought Him near before Him, and there 
was given unto him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all the people, nations, 
and languages should serve Him: His do- 
minion is an everlasting dominion which 
shall not pass away, and His kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed/'* This is 
that kingdom which the God of Heaven 
was to set up, even as the other kingdoms 
of which Daniel prophesied, upon earth ; 
a kingdom which shall never be destroyed ; 
a kingdom which shall not be left to other 
people, as the other kingdoms were, but 
which shall break in pieces and consume all 
other kingdoms, and shall stand fast for 
ever, as a stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands.t 

And to what but to this faith of ancient 
Israel could the appeal be made by that 
voice in the wilderness which was heard 
saying, ** Repent ye," and why? ^^ because 
the kingdom of Heaven is at hand?";}; And 

•Dan.vii,13. t Pan. ii, 44, 46. t Matt. 01,2. John i, 23. 
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how was this faith confirmed when the 
mightier voice of Him whose shoes' latchet 
John was not worthy to unloose* was heard 
repeating the exhortation, " Repent, for the 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand !"t 

Observe, a kingdom was expected accord- 
ing to prophecy: it was declared that this 
kingdom was not established, but at hand, 
that is, to be established soon. Soon, in- 
deed ! for the King had already appeared ; 
the Messiah was come; He was come of 
Whom the Angel Grabriel had declared to 
His Virgin Mother, " He shall be great and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest, and 
the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of his Father David, and He shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and 
of His kingdom there shall be no end ;'*J 
He was come who was bom King of the 
Jews; He who bare witness of Himself 
when He witnessed a good confession before 
Pontius Pilate and said, I am a King."§ 
But though the Jews, when they beheld His 

• Mark i, 7. t Matt, iv, 17. t St. Luke i, 32, 33. 
§ John xviii, 37. 
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wondrous works and heard Him speak as 
never man spake,* ought to have known 
that the kingdom of Heaven was come unto 
them ;t still, as we have seen, in strictness 
of speech, that kingdom was not yet estab- 
lished, for that which is established is no 
longer at hand. And yet it was very nigh 
at hand, for we find our Lord telling His 
Apostles just before His Crucifixion, " I tell 
you of a truth, there be some standing here 
which shall not taste of death till they see 
the Kingdom of God.":|; Some, not allj for 
among the persons addressed was Judas 
Iscariot, and Judas Iscariot had gone to "his 
own place "§ before the resurrection of our 
Lord ; and before His resurrection the king- 
dom could not be established ; for the estab- 
lishment of His kingdom is one of the re- 
sults of the acceptance by the Father of the 
meritorious sacrifice of the Cross. This is 
quite evident from Scripture, which, speak- 
ing of our Lord, says of Him, " Who being 
in the form of God thought it not robbery 

• John vii, 46. t Matt, xii, 28. 

X Luke iz^ 27. Matt, xyi, 28. Mark ix, 1. 

% Acts i, 25. 
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to be equal with God, but made Himself 
of no reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men, and being found in fashion 
as a man. He humbled Himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
Cross : whereforej' i. e. on that account^ 
**God hath highly exalted Him and given 
Him a name which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in Heaven, and things in the 
earth, and things under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father."* And, again, we read, "for the 
joy that was set before Him He endured the 
Cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the Throne of God.^t 
And, again, "for this end," saith St. Paul, 
"Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 
that He might be Lord both of the dead 
and living.":}; 

From all this it plainly appears that the 

* Pha. u, 6, 11. t Heb. xu, 2. X Romans xiv, 9, 
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Kingdom of the Messiah was to be the 
purchase of the sufferings of the Messiah. 
Before our Lord was crucified His kingdom 
was. not established; it was only at hand: 
but the price once paid, the kingdom was 
His, and, as a king, He proceeded to per- 
form regal acts. He rose from the dead, 
and immediately after proving the fact of 
His resurrection, He proceeded to assert 
His sovereign authority. " All power," He 
proclaimed, " all power is given unto Me in 
Heaven and in earth." * The power which 
was given was not the power which, as the 
Second Person of the Trinity, He possessed 
from everlasting, for that could neither be 
given nor taken away, but that regal power 
which pertained to Him as Messiah, the 
King, the God^Man, the Son of David, of 
whom God had said, " I will be His Father 
a;nd He shall be My Son."t 

And in what particular should we look for 
the first exercise of regal authority ? Surely 
we should expect to find a new ruler giving 
his first attention to the appointment of 



* Matt, xxviii, 18. 



t 2Sam. vii, 14, 
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ministers and officers under him, with a view 
to the permanent organization of his king- 
dom : and precisely so did our risen Saviour 
act. 

He forthwith commissioned His Apostles, 
and in them, those whom they appointed 
as their successors, to be His Ministers on 
earth when He should be withdrawn as to 
His visible superintendence : and empower- 
ing them to administer Baptism as the rite 
of admitting subjects into His kingdom. He 
thus established His rule among men : thus 
planted the kingdom of Heaven in the 
world.* 

And, acting on this commission, St. Peter, 
the spokesman of the blessed company of 
the Apostles, in the very first sermon ever 
preached by a Christian minister, proclaimed 
the glad tidings: "Let all the House of 
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ,*' t i. e. the ruler 
and the king. And he then by Baptism 
admitted men into the kingdom, thereby 

• ^att. xxviii, 19, 20. t Acts ii, 36, 
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becoming the earthly rock on which the 
kingdom was erected.* 

Having thus organized that portion of His 
kingdom which is upon earth, the King, as 
David foresaw and foretold, withdrew, for a 
time, from the world, sitting at God's right 
hand until His enemies are made His foot- 
stool.t But because He is Invisible, is He 
less our King ? Of the millions of her sub- 
jects how comparatively small is the number 
of those who have seen, or ever will see, the 
Sovereign of the British empire ! She is 
visible only to a chosen few. Yet in her 
name her officers are acting in all parts of 
the world; by her, acting through her 
Ministers, all affiiirs in her dominions are 
ordered, directly or indirectly; to her is 
allegiance everywhere paid. Therefore, the 
invisibility of the King of the kingdom of 
God, to that portion of His empire which is 
yet in the flesh, is no proof that He cannot 
reign over us ; and if we have a king, what 
is there that pertains to a kingdom that this 
our kingdom lacks ? 

* Matt, xvi, 18. t Psalm ex, 1. 
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There is no failure of subjects, for under 
the rule of our Heavenly Sovereign count- 
less thousands are daily bom, even as many 
as being ** bom of water and of the Spirit,"* 
enter the kingdom of God, through the in- 
strument of our king's appointment. Our 
king is said to possess the key of David,t 
that is, the same regal power over the sub- 
jects of His empire which David had over 
ancient Israel; a key being used by the 
Hebrews to denote authority and office, even 
as in European countries a wand or gold 
staff is adopted for the same purpose : and 
our Heavenly king, as we have seen, has 
committed the keys of the kingdom of 
Heaven, in subordination, of course, to His 
own sovereign rule, to the Bishops of His 
Church, the successors of the Apostles, who 
are thus empowered to act as the inferior 
magistrates of His kingdom.;}; Is there a 
code of laws required ? Behold them in the 
blessed Scriptures. Are precedents expedient 
to enable the Ministers of the kingdom to 

♦ John iii, 5. t Bfiv. iii, 7. 

X Of. Hooker's Eccl. Pol., Book VI, Cap. iv, 1. 
H 3 
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interpret those laws aright? Behold them 
in the received or traditionary doctrines of 
the Church. High and holy are the privileges 
which the subjects of this kingdom enjoy, 
for not only are they nourished, as the 
Israelites of old, by the spiritual food which 
is provided in the means of Grace, and 
especially in the Holy Eucharist, but for 
them is prepared a mansion in the Heavens,* 
if they avail themselves of the grace vouch- 
safed them to discharge their peculiar duties, 
namely, faith, obedience, self-discipline, 
self-denial, charity, and zeal for the Glory 
of God. 

Nor are we to forget that, if invisible to 
us, still our King is visible to some portions 
of His Kingdom, even to those who have 
departed this life in his faith and fear, and 
are now a portion of the Church triumphant. 

Thus, then, the kingdom of Christ exists 
in His Holy Catholic Church, which has 
been most wonderfully preserved and mira- 
culously handed down to us. When the 
Divine Sovereign was on earth He appeared 

* John xiv, 2. 
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but as a lowly Israelite, who had not where 
to lay His head ; * and the first officers of 
His kingdom were unlettered fishermen of 
Galilee. And yet within an incredibly 
short space of time this kingdom was found 
established, an imperium in imperio^ within 
the very heart of the jealous empire of Rome. 
The emperor had his officers, but in all the 
provinces they found other officers holding a 
concurrent jurisdiction ; a spiritual jurisdic- 
tion, it is true, but not less real on that 
account, in an age when ecclesiastical cen- 
sures and spiritual excommunications were 
more dreaded by a believing people than 
bonds or death : the subjects of this kingdom 
were known to be under the direction of laws 
which they regarded as so far superior to 
those of the State, that if the laws of the 
state were inconsistent with the laws of 
this spiritual kingdom, there was no doubt 
but that the latter laws, would, in preference 
to those of the former, be obeyed. 

Thus completely did the Church exist an 
imperium in imperio ; and so in every nation 

* Matt, viii, 20. 
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is the Church still found to be a kingdom 
within a kingdom. But it seems to be an 
axiom with politicians that an imperium in 
impeno cannot be tolerated ; therefore it is 
that to mere worldly statesmen the very- 
existence of the Church affords perplexity. 
Religion, in the abstract, they would almost 
idolize, as a grand ally ; but the Church is 
too real and independent an essence to gain 
their sjrmpathy. 

As the spiritual kingdom increases in num- 
bers, and as its powers are more fully de- 
veloped in any nation, it must become an 
object of jealousy to that country in which 
it exists. The state is, of course, bound to 
protect itself. One, then, of two things 
must in course of time follow : either the 
State must persecute the Church, that is to 
say, it must seek, in self-defence, to put 
down a power within itself not amenable to 
the laws of its own polity, and to punish or 
drive away citizens prepared, though never 
to rebel, yet to disobey laws inconsistent 
with the superior laws of the spiritual 
kingdom, while yielding without a murmur 
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to the penalties of disobedience ; or else, on 
the other hand, the State may ally itself 
with the Church, and in greater or less 
degree, itself, become blended with the king- 
dom of God. At first the attempt was made 
to put down this rising power ; and, on the 
acknowledged principles of worldly policy, 
persecution was resorted to. The subjects 
of the kingdom of Heaven could not obey 
the laws of the Roman empire ; for instance, 
they could not worship the emperor; there- 
fore, as disobedient citizens, they were 
condemned. But, contrary to all human 
expectation, persecution Bailed; and then 
ensued a severer trial. With this kingdom 
of Christ, which, though in the world, is 
not of the world, the Roman empire allied 
itself; and it became the policy of the State, 
to recognize the acts of the Church, to assist 
in its propagation, and to acknowledge the 
emperor, if the chief among men, to be 
the servant of the King of Kings ; one who, 
as such, was amenable to those ecclesiastical 
laws of which he was not the propounder, 
but the sworn protector. The state was 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



82 



SERMONS. 



subjected to the kingdom of Heaven. Nor 
was the kingdom bounded by even the wide 
frontier of the Roman empire. Spreading 
from the Euphrates to the Ebro, the Rhine 
and the Danube, it was found established, 
men knew'not how, among nations the most 
barbarous; amid the ranks of embattled 
armies and the warlike tribes of the North 
and the South. It conquered the very con- 
querors of Rome. They too subjected the 
State to the Church. The kings of Tharsis 
and the Isles brought their presents; the 
Kings of Arabia and Saba* brought their 
gifts : the East and the West vied in their 
homage, and the Son of David was found 
to have dominion from sea to sea, and from 
the river to the ends of the earth; t all 
Kings fell down before Him, and all nations 
worshipped Him; the Heathen were His 
inheritance, and the utmost parts of the 
earth His possessions.;}: 



I Kings z. 



t Zech. ix, 10. 



X Psalm ii, 8. On the subject of this quiet yet systematic 
establishment of the spiritual Kingdom , the reader is referred to 
Busebius's Eccl. Hist., Book ii, Cap. 3, and to Book ix, of Bing- 
ham'9 Antiquities of the Christian Cborchf 
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But into the kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth, the spirit of corruption was by these 
means introduced ; and worldly policy, and 
worldly passions, were too often found to 
exist in the very Sanctuary itself. Men 
began to rely not on the Spirit of the Lord, 
but on human might and human power.* 
The bishop of Rome became a temporal 
prince, and the followers of the Prince of 
Peace, in the times of the Crusades, reversing 
the rule of the Gospel, beat their plough- 
shares into swords, and their pruning hooks 
into spears. Yes, corruptions were then 
introduced into the kingdom of Christ, 
which still throughout the greater part of 
it, exist to sadden the truly Christian heart. 

To this fact we cannot be blind. When 
we look to the East, we see the oriental 
Churches, though true to the faith, still 
superstitious in practice: when we look to 
the West, we see the baneful influence of 
Popery extending itself over the Catholic 
Churches of Europe wherein the Pope is 
still permitted to assume that sovereign 

* Zech.iv. 6. 
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power which pertains to Christ alone; when 
we look to the purest portion of the king- 
dom, to the Church of England and those 
Catholic Churches which are refonned on 
her model, while we find much for which to 
be thankful; while we humbly rejoice to 
see her pure in faith, primitive in practice, 
and apostolic in descent, we have neverthe- 
less, to lament that not only her injunctions 
are disregarded, but her very principles 
repudiated by some men, who minister at her 
altars ; * that a spirit of irreverence has so 
crept in among us, that by some men 
irreverence is regarded as a virtue; and 
that she has so succumbed to the State, 
which — dreading the activity of the im- 
perium in imperio — ^is ever jealous of her, 
that of the State, she is misrepresented by 
the wicked, and regarded by the ignorant as 
the creature ; though, from their very 

* For instance, by those who refuse to use the absolution in the 
office of the Visitation of the Sick, and omit large portions of 
baptismal offices, because they identify baptismal with spiritual 
Regeneration : or who, if mindfbl of their solemn vow, they use 
the offices, explain away or dishonestly evade the plain meaning 
of the words used in those offices : the number of those who thus 
offend is smaller than it was, but the offence is still committed. 
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anxiety to put her down, the very men 
who thus misrepresent her give proof that 
they fear the exercise of that power which 
they cannot but see exists, and may be 
exerted in the kingdom of Christ; power 
fatal to a State unallied with the Church. 
The Church has never any thing to fear 
from the State, but the State much to fear 
from the Church, since a State opposed to 
the Church is opposed to the Church's 
king, who is the Omnipotent. 

But however corrupted, in part, the king- 
dom of Christ may be, it still exists upon 
earth, a kingdom of grace and heavenly 
influences ; a kingdom in every portion of 
which the subjects of it have in their pos- 
siession those means of Grace, by recourse to 
which each individual may, if it be not his 
own fault, become a partaker of the Atone- 
ment, once made for all men by Him who is 
our Priest as well as our King; those 
means of Grace in which, through the 
supernatural influence of God the Holy 
Ghost, Adam's natural heart of stone may 
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be converted into a heart of flesh,* and so be 
prepared for the enjoyment of glory, when 
in glory as well as in purity, the kingdom 
shall be finally established. 

But while we are compelled to admit and 
lament the errors which in the middle ages 
were permitted to creep into our heavenly 
kingdom; while we mourn over the tares 
which the enemy hath sown;t while we 
admit and lament that the kingdom of 
Heaven upon earth is not what we might 
have expected, is not what it ought to be,;}; 
what hereafter it will be ;§ still, the scriptural 
Christian, while he is grieved by the fact, is 
by no means perplexed by it, for he has been 
warned that "so it must needs be." The 
great King Himself has compared His 
kingdom to a net cast into the sea, || which 
gathers of every kind ; and forewarns us that 
the good will not be separated from the bad 
until the end of the world, when our King 
shall appear again on earth to exercise His 
office as Judge.lT It is compared to a field 

* Ezek. xi, 19. t Matt, xiii, 25. t Eph. v, 27. 
§ Rev. xxi. II Matt, xiii, 47. f Acts i, 11. 2 Tim. iv, 
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in which the tares and the wheat grow 
together; * to a feast, at which both the 
good and the bad are assembled ;t to a 
company of virgins, where wise and foolish 
are mingled together.;]; By our heavenly 
King Himself we are forewarned that in His 
kingdom many false prophets shall rise and 
shall deceive many, and, (this is remarkably 
to our present purpose) because iniquity 
shall abound — abound in the kingdom — 
the ** love of many shall wax cold : § by His 
Apostle it is predicted that there will be 
" false teachers who will bring in damnable 
heresies, denying the Lofd that bought them, 
that many shall follow their pernicious ways, 
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil-spoken of."|| " The time will come," 
says St. Paul, " when they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but after their own lusts, " 
(not contented with the appointed officers of 
the kingdom of Heaven,) " they shall heap 
to themselves teachers, having itching ears ; 
and they shall turn away their ears from the 

* Matt, xiii, 26, 30. t Matt, xxii, 9, 10. 

X Matt. XXV, 1, 4. § Matt, xxiv, 11, 12. 

II 2 Pet. 11, 1, 3. 
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truth and shall be turned unto fables." * It 
is expressly declared that " in the last days 
perilous times shall come ; for men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
truce-breakers, false accusers, inconstant, 
fierce, despisers of them that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea- 
sure more than lovers of God, having a form 
of godliness : " (mark this, for it shews that 
it is of those who are subjects of the kingdom 
of Heaven that the assertion is made;) 
"having a form of Godliness but denying 
the power thereof."t Our Lord has, indeed, 
predicted, through His Apostles, the occur- 
rence of worse times than these ere the end 
shall come : even a very general apostasy 
from Christ of those who have hitherto pro- 
fessed allegiance to our Heavenly King; a 
temporary triumph of antichrist, and a con- 
sequent reduction of the Heavenly Kingdom, 
No unprejudiced person can study the prophe- 
tical books of Scripture without perceiving, 

* 2 Tim. iv, 3—6. t 2 Tim. !?, 1 , 4. 
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that there is to be a mighty conflict between 
the powers of light and darkness, between 
antichrist and Christ, between the destroyer 
and Redeemer of mankind, between the 
prince of this world and the Messiah the 
King, who is to come in person, at the 
appointed time, with His vesture on, in all 
His glory, and with His angels with Him, 
conquering and to conquer.* 

In a word, the history of the kingdom 
appears to be this: according to prophecy, 
it was miraculously spread over the world ; 
according to prophecy, it was partially, 
though not fundamentally, corrupted; accord- 
ing to prophecy, it has been reduced, and 
will be reduced, yet further; but still a 
remnant will be left, and in the end it will 
be miraculously restored and finally establish- 
ed in Glory. 

But my object, you will remember, is not 
to dwell on the past history or the future 
prospects of the kingdom of God upon 
earth : my present object is to remind you 
that such a kingdom does now exist in the 

* Matt, xxiv, 30. Rev. xix, 13. 
I 3 
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world, though not of the world, and that 
the multitude of the baptized being subjects 
of this kingdom are, like the Jews, living 
under a Theocracy. But if this be so, then 
the idea of rendering our homage to the 
King of Kings ought to have place in that 
complicated act, public worship, not less 
among ourselves than among the Jews. 
We ought to enter the sanctuary, doubtless, 
to hear God's Word read and expounded ; 
doubtless to seek grace by prayer ; doubtless, 
to seek union with Christ, and so with God, 
through the sacraments, all which acts imply 
faith to receive the proflfered grace, and 
repentance to prepare the heart for its recep- 
tion : * without doubt, all this is true ; what 
I am now contending for is this, that we are 
also to attend as loyal subjects, " a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a peculiar people," t bound to do homage 
before men;}: and angels to our heavenly 
King in His appointed palace. 

And this being so, we must feel as the 

* See Church Catechism ; Acts iii, 19; viil, 12, 36, 37. 

Heb. xi, 22. 1 Cor. v, 8. 

t 1 Pet. ii, 9. X Matt, x, 32. Luke xii, 8. 
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Israelites did ; we must feel as the inspired 
David did ; and when and wherever a palace 
is erected for our heavenly King, we must 
desire it to be exceeding magnifical, and we 
must be prepared to bring our blue, and our 
purple, and our fine linen; we must be 
prepared with our talents of silver and 
talents of gold. Not only shall we be led 
to this by a sentiment to be cherished, a 
sentiment of Divine loyalty and love to 
Christ our King ; but we shall be led to do 
so in order to keep up this idea in the minds 
of others. For wherever the decorations of 
the sanctuary and its decent ceremonies are 
disregarded and neglected, we find that this 
element in Divine woi-ship is lost, and 
irreverence ensues. 

For an example of the truth of what I have 
now stated, we have not far to look. So en- 
tirely regardless had the people become during 
the last century of the decorations of the sanc- 
tuary, so superstitiously opposed to the decent 
ceremonies of the Church, that to many 
persons this scriptural notion of serving our 
Heavenly King, while we seek a blessing 
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from our God, will appear like a novelty. But 
it was not so with the early Christians. Their 
feith in this point is proved by the very 
name which they gave to the sanctuary, 
when they called it a Basilica, a Palace for 
the great King.* And this idea once admit- 
ted, their feelings were the same as those 
by which the ancient Israel was animated 
under similar circumstances; they desired 
that "the palace, which was not for man 
but for the Lord God," should not fall short, 
in its magnificence, of the magnificence of 
that palace in which their earthly sovereign 
dwelt: accordingly, we learn from St. Jeromet 
that their churches were beautified by golden 
roofs, and walls adorned with crust of mar- 
ble ; the pillars with their chapiters were of 
shining gold ; the gates inlaid with ivory and 
silver; their altars decorated with precious 
stones. And, taking for their guide the 

* Cf. Bingham, Orig. Eccles., Book 8, Cap. 2. 

t Hieron. Lib. 2 in Zechar. 8. Non solum laquearia et tecta 
fulgentia auro, sed Parietes diversi marmoris crustis vestiti. Id 
£p 2 ad nepotian. Marmora nitent auro, spendent laquearia, 
Gemmis altare distinguitur. Id Ep 30 Epitaph Fabiolse c. 4. 
Sonabant Psalmi, et aurata templorum tecta reboans in sublime 
quatiebat alleluya. 
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Israelites, to whom the will of God in this 
regard had been made known, the cere- 
monies which were used in the imperial 
residence out of respect to the emperor, they 
adopted, in part, and sanctified to the use of 
the sanctuary, when serving the King of 
Kings. The very vestments which have come 
down to the clergy of the Church Universal, 
which the Church of England for the most 
part retains in theory, though, through 
superstition, and in spite of the injunctions 
of the Church, they have been, in part, laid 
aside by our clergy; these vestments were 
robes of office worn by his subjects in the 
court of the emperor : the fashions of the 
court changing, the custom of the Church 
remaining unaltered. The magnificent 
Cathedrals which adorn our land, still rear 
their majestic heads to attest, that by this 
faith our ancestors in the Church of England 
were duly influenced ; I hope they do not 
stand to proclaim that the members of our 
Church in the middle ages were more pious 
or more liberal than the members of our 
Church now; but most certainly they are 
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there to shew, if that be not the case, that 
in regard to the subject under consideration 
their notions were more Scriptural than our 
own. 

And this it is that gives to chanting its 
charm. They who have realized the idea 
which I have this day placed before you, 
desire, when doing their homage to their 
heavenly King, to approach Him with 
peculiar services ; with prayers offered in a 
peculiar tone ; a tone not used on any other 
occasion; a tone which, while they pray, 
reminds them that they are discharging no 
ordinary duty; that with the very angels, 
and, as it appears from Isaiah, in the very 
manner of angels, they are doing their 
homage.* 

But in the middle ages men gradually 
fell into the errors of an opposite extreme, 

* ^* By these/' says St. Chrysostom, as quoted by Bingham, 
speaking of the holy pernoctations on the vigils of festivals, 
"you imitate the station of the angelical quire, whilst you offer 
up SLKardfravvrov iffivoKoyiav — psalmody and hymnody, with- 
out ceasing to your Creator. O the wonderful gifts of Christ. 
The armies of angels sing glory to God above ; and on earth men 
keeping their choral station in the Church, sing the same 
Doxology after their example." — Bingham, Orig. Ecel., Book 
xiii, chap, ix, tect. iv. 
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and became liable to that censure in which, 
as we have seen, the Jews were involved. 
Instead of regarding this as one out of the 
many complicated sentiments by which in 
public worship we should be influenced, 
they seem to have permitted this idea almost 
to supersede every other. The consequence 
was, in their case, as it must always be, 
formalism. Just as men now become 
formalists, and think themselves religious 
by adopting the peculiar phraseology of the 
religious world ; just as they become for- 
malists, and think themselves religious by 
honouring the only ordinance of religion in 
the observance of which all the Protestant 
denominations in this country are agreed, 
that of the Lord's Day ; just so did men 
become formalists, and think themselves 
religious, in the middle ages, by attending 
at Church when the ceremonies of their 
religion were performed, even though their 
minds were far away; even though they 
entered the palace of the Omniscient King 
with a felon's intent or a traitor's heart. 
The mere fact of their attendance was deemed 
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by them sufficient. They presented them- 
selves before the Lord the King ; they 
acknowledged themselves to be His subjects ; 
but they forgot that, when before Him, their 
business was to learn His will from His word, 
to seek His Grace by prayer, and to be 
united with Him in His Sacraments. The 
corrupt and unprimitive custom of the Roman 
Church, with which the Church of England 
was, at that time, in close communion, in 
permitting non-communicants to be present 
at the celebration of the Eucharist (though 
the very name they have selected, in pre- 
ference to all others, for that ordinance 
should have taught them otherwise)* — ^this 
custom only tended to confirm this grievous 
error, and led men to think that from the 
services of the Church they might derive 

* '^ It is the name Mass, in latin Missa, originally signifying 
nothing more than the dismission of a Church assembly. By 
degrees it came to be used for an assembly, and for church 
service : so easily do words shift their sense and adopt new 
ideas. From signifying church service in general, it came at 
length to denote the Communion service in particular, and so 
that Mass emphatically came to be called the Mass. St. Ambrose 
is reasonably supposed to be the earliest writer now extant who 
mentions Mass in that emphatical sense." Waterland on the 
jEueharigt, vol. vii, p. 43. 
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benefit, though their hearts were unprepared; 
that they could receive grace, and be pre- 
served in a state of justification, without 
faith, and without repentance I 

Most needful, then, did it become, at the 
time of the Reformation, to remind the 
members of our Church that this idea, to 
which I have this day called your attention, 
is not the 6nly one ; no, nor the chief one ; 
which should prevail when we are attending 
at public worship ; it was needful and wise 
to admonish men, that to be present at prayer 
and yet not to pray, was a wicked superstition ; 
it was needful and wise to warn them that 
they were to pray with the understanding as 
well as the spirit ;* it was needful and wise 
to take caution for their instruction in the 
laws of that kingdom of which they were 
the subjects ; t it was needful and wise to 
reduce the number of those ceremonies which, 
complained of by St. Augustine, had by their 
gradual increase, become a burden too heavy 
to bear,:j; and had gained, in the estimation 
of the weak, an undue preponderance. It 

♦ 1 Cot. xiv, 16. t See the Appointment of Daily Lessons. 
t Preface to Book of Common Prayer. 
K 
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was on this principle that the synods of the 
English church, at the time of the Reforma- 
tion, not only sanctioned the translation of 
the Missal and the Breviary into the vulgar 
tongue, but adopted that re-arrangement of 
the sacred oflSces which forms our Book of 
Common Prayer. Thus they enabled every 
Englishman, if in earnest, by the study of 
his Prayer Book, to pray with the under- 
standing; thus they embodied in one book 
thie traditionary practices of the Church by 
a regard to which we can best discover the 
right meaning of Scripture; and for this 
purpose, also, they restored the ordinance of 
preaching to its proper place, for it had been 
at that time greatly neglected. With respect 
to the Ceremonies of the Church, their 
principle, as afterwards expressed in the 
present preface to the Prayer Book, appears 
to have been admirable^ even if, in a few 
instances, it was not precisely applied as 
some persons would have wished. 

In the Continental Catholic churches, 
which are now in the Roman obedience, and 
in which that Reformation has not taken 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMONS* 99 

place which is the great blessing of our own 
branch of the Catholic Church, the cere- 
monies remain much as they probably were 
in the Church of England before the 
Reformation; making due allowance for 
national customs, and the difference, in some 
respects, in the vestments of our clergy. In 
those ceremonies, too burdensome, as the 
Prayer Book expresses it, but not unmeaning, 
as the ignorant dogmatically assert, the 
student of medieval history can trace a 
striking similarity to the forms which were 
observed in the royal palace and the lordly 
castles. Now, this may have been very 
useful and very proper; it was only the 
application of the principle for which I have 
been contending, in an age of ceremonies, 
when every nobleman was served with a 
degree of state with which even monarchs 
now dispense : it was right that there should 
not be less of ceremony in the palace of the 
King of Kings than in the abode of the 
feudal chie£ But these ceremonies become 
not only burdensome but unprofitable in an 
unceremonious age ; and all that we would 
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ask is this, that there should be at least as 
much of ceremony in the sanctuary as in the 
royal palace; until ceremony is dispensed 
with there, we shall insist that ceremony 
shall be observed here. We think it hard 
that we should be superstitiously forbidden 
to bow to the Altar of the Church, styled by 
the ancients Solium Christi, while to the 
empty chair of our earthly sovereign obei- 
sance is still made in the House of Peers. 
We like not to yield the one until the other 
has been discontinued ; we choose not to 
turn our back upon the Altar while it is still 
deemed disrespectful to turn our back upon 
the throne. This principle seems to be an 
obvious deduction from the truths which I 
have propounded in this discourse. But if 
there be any who desire to see our Church 
recurring to the burdensome ceremonies of 
the middle ages, from which we have been 
exonerated by those who have power to loose 
as well as to bind, with such persons I, for 
one, can have no sympathy. For if, on the 
one hand, I would have the ceremonies of 
the sanctuary carefully observed, to revive 
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in the minds of our people the idea they 
have almost forgotten, that they come here 
as subjects doing homage to their sovereign 
Lord Messiah, their King : I would guard, 
on the other hand, against such an attention 
to this particular as should lead to the for- 
getfulness of the other objects for which 
public worship was appointed. And in 
acting on this principle, what more can 
we require than what the Church ordains 
in her Prayer Book and her Canons ? In 
hymns which saints have chanted, in sup- 
plications which prophets have composed 
and apostles used, in prayers which have 
solaced confessors in their trials, and psalms 
which, inspired by the Holy Ghost, have 
animated martyrs in their agony ; in words 
in which the Lord of life Himself hath taught 
us, we may approach the throne of glory and 
of grace, and what more can we need ? 
Only let due attention be paid to the 
directions by which these offices are to be 
performed, and you have, a f xeremonial 
sufficient, without doubt, for the exigencies 
of the present unceremonious generation. 

K3 
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It has been to enable us thus to serve God 
according to the ceremonial, not of the 
middle ages, but of the existing Church of 
England, that this our "beautiful House" 
has been erected, a palace for the King of 
Kings,* We admit that there may be cir- 
cumstances under which the lowly hovel 
may be a fit place for Christian worship, as 
well as for the preaching of the gospel ; but 
then of the hovels that surround it, it ought 
to be the best. The tabernacle was but a 
tent, but then among the tents of wandering 
Israel it stood pre-eminent and conspicuous. 
We would not have the palace of our 
heavenly King inferior in magnificence to 
the palace of our earthly Sovereign. But 
then our ideas of magnificence are relative. 
Heaven alone is magnificent When we 
shall be in Heaven, how insignificant will 
the most magnificent of earthly things appear 
to be ! What is requisite is only that we 
should ofier at all times of our best. If the 
Sovereign of this land were led by circum- 

♦ This Sermon was preached on the day after the Consecration 
of the Parish Church of Leeds. 
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stances to sojourn for a time in some poor 
village, the poor inhabitants of that village 
could not erect a sumptuous palace for 
their Queen, nor would she expect it : but 
she would expect what loyal hearts would 
be proud to render, the very best accom- 
modation the humble village could afford. 
And so in a retired hamlet, if we do feel 
shame to see a ruined Church beside a 
princely mansion, or, still more disgraceful 
— (oh ! disgrace of the Church that ever it 
should so be 1) beside a decorated parsonage, 
yet we do not there expect a magnificent 
Sanctuary. We merely desire to see it neat 
&nd cleanly, and so arranged that the ser- 
vices may in it be properly performed.* But 
in a wealthy town, where our merchants, the 
princes of the earth, dwell in their ceiled 
houses, we should expect to behold a pious 
people lavishing their money in order to 
decorate the palace of their God ; and they 
would feel shame to see His house alone 
unadorned by those arts in which He has 

* Cf. Hooker, Eccles. Polity, b. vil, cap. zzii, 3. 
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inspired our Bezaleels and Aholiabs to excel.* 
So have felt the Churchmen of Leeds. Nobly, 
generously, piously have they come forward, 
the rich with their gold and the poor with 
their brass,t all desirous, before they erect, 
as I trust they will do, a multitude of hum- 
bler oratories, as aisles to this Church, in the 
poorer districts of the parish : all desirous to 
see their Parish Church what the palace of 
their Heavenly King ought ia this great and 
generous town to be. 

But suffer the word of admonition ere we 
separate. This palace has been erected that 
our heavenly King may be served according 
to the rites and ceremonies appointed by the 
English branch of the Catholic Church. To 
enter into the meaning of those services, you 
must imbibe the spirit in which the various 
portions of the Prayer Book, were first com- 
posed, and, after their corruption, reformed. 
Unless you believe in the God of Christians, 
the holy and undivided Trinity, you worship 
not the God whom in the Liturgy we adore ; 

♦ Exod. xxxi,2, 6; xxxv, 30, 34; xxxvi, 1. 
t Exod. xxxv, 5 J xxxvi, 5. 
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and if you apply its language to some ima- 
ginary deity, whom you opine to exist in one 
person only, what do you other than bow 
the knee to Rimmon in the palace of 
Jehovah ?* Unless you come into the Divine 
Presence with an awfiil sense of the deep, 
the desperate corruption of your nature, and 
of the exceeding sinftilness of sin, the words 
of our confessions will seem to you more like 
exaggeration than truth ; unless you believe 
in all the mercies of redeeming love, and 
have realized them by a justifying faith to 
your soul, in the incarnation of the everlast- 
ing Son of God and in the stupendous 
sacrifice of the Cross, the thanksgivings in 
our Prayer Book will be to you but an 
unintelligible jargon : unless, while eschew- 
ing the meritorious dignity, you acknowledge 
the dutiful necessity of doing well, our 
exhortations will be tedious as a twice-told 
tale ; unless you believe that the Sacraments 
are not mere empty signs, but that they are 
the means to convey to faithful and penitent 
hearts the grace of the Atonement, our 

* 2 Kings V, 18. 
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sacramental services will seem to you void of 
sense ; unless you believe that, in attending 
the Sanctuary, you are standing in God's 
palace, and doing homage to your King, 
you will unite with those who mock at our 
cereoMmies and malign our ordinances : 
but if, believing these Gospel Truths and 
endeavouring to practise these evangelical 
virtues, you would avoid the extremes of 
fanaticism on the one hand and those of 
lukewarmness on the other; the superstitions 
of Popery and the irreverence of ultra- 
protestantism ; if you seek to tread that 
middle path which the Scriptures indicate 
and the Fathers trod, then will you be pre- 
pared to worship here with the spirit as well 
as with the understanding ; and so may we 
continue, dear brethren, as heretofore, to 
" walk as friends " * in this " our holy and 
our beautiftil House," fa" Palace, not for 
man, but for the Lord God/' 

• Psalm It, 14, Prayer Book version, 
t Isaiah Iziv, 11. Psalm zlviU, 2, 
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" I will make them joyful In My House of Prayer : their burnt 
offerings and sacrifices shall be accepted upon Mine Altar; for 
My house shall be called an House of Prayer for all people." 

To all who love their Church and country, 
and pray earnestly for God's blessing upon 
them, nothing can afford more heartfelt 
satisfaction than the sight of the numerous 
" houses of God " which are being erected 
in various places throughout the land. 

It seems indeed as if the spell, which has so 
long bound us, were broken : as if the spirit 
of apathy were departing from us : and men 
were at length becoming really awakened to 
a sense of their high privileges ; and of the 
duty which they owe to God, to themselves, 
and to their Brethren. 
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Let us earnestly hope and pray that the 
spirit now roused amongst us may go on and 
increase more and more — ^until those whom 
we have suflTered to grow up, in the prophet's 
words as "the sons of strangers" amongst 
us — strangers to God or strangers to the 
communion of His Church, may join them- 
selves to the Lord, and serve Him, and love 
the name of the Lord and become His ser- 
vants,"* and England may again become a 
religious aud united people. 

A place of Christian worship is indeed a 
pleasant and a goodly sight. What a charm 
is added to our English landscape, by the 
consecrated spire standing conspicuous above 
the clustering village ! What a glorious 
object amidst the dense habitations of our 
towns and cities, is a temple like this in 
which we are now assembled ; set apart from 
worldly purposes, and devoted to the praise 
and glory of God ! Is there a heart so cold, 
amongst us, as to grudge the labour, and the 
treasure expended on this sacred edifice ? is 
there any one who asks, with Judas, for what 

• See the verse before the text. 
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use was this toil and cost and skill exerted ? 
Let him know that the very stones of the 
wallj and the beams out of the timbfer* 
proclaim God's glory: and that no tongue 
preaches more eloquently to the unbeliever ; 
no voice more shames the lukewarm, or more 
encourage^ the humble servant of God, than 
the example of men zealously affected in 
God's service ; consecrating themselves and 
their substance to His glory — ^the sight of a 
work like this, which, by its beauty and 
stability, proves that there are yet those 
amongst us who are willing to devote their 
best and costliest gifts to their Maker's service. 
Yes, my Christian friends, you have indeed 
set a noble example which I heartily pray 
may be followed ere long in many and 
many a place. 

The reverence and holy satisfaction with 
which a Christian views the House of God, 
is still farther enhanced when we consider 
the object for which we come together 
in it. " My house shall be called an house 



* See Habakkak, ii, 11. 
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of prayer for all people." " I will make 
them joyful in My house oi prayer J^ 

Prayer has been well called "the souFs 
jubilee and holyday." It is the comfort of 
the Christian spirit, the promoter of faith, 
and love, and confidence. To live without 
prayer, is to live miserably, and unhappily ; 
without religion, without God. We fall 
without prayer into the condition of inferior 
creatures. We are sunk in sensuality, or 
swallowed up in mere woridly folly and 
frivolity, robbed of our highest spiritual 
excellence, our chief intellectual vigour. 
We go on day by day, and week by week, 
eaten up by the cares and vanities of life, 
immersed in worldly strife or business, or 
wasting away in sin and sloth. It is prayer 
which raises and ennobles us, which keeps 
alive in our hearts the grace given unto us, 
and preserves our souls from the stagnation 
and desolation of all that is good and noble 
within us, by drawing down upon us fresh 
streams of God's perennial grace. It is 
prayer that keeps up in our thoughts a 
religious sense of God's fatherly affection, 
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and of our real condition before Him, as 
creatures dependent on His bounty for all we 
have and all we hope for. And this is the 
basis of religion in the soul. This is faith 
without which we cannot please God — ^to 
feel that in Him we live and move and have 
our being, and that we must daily look to 
Him for a thousand things, without which 
we perish. The air we breathe — the light 
of the glorious sun — ^the shower that bring- 
eth fruitfulness, — our personal health and 
comfort — the preservation of those most 
dear to us, and still more the supply of our 
spiritual wants — the power to resist sin — the 
increase of faith and holiness — pardon for 
the past, grace for the future — the daily 
renewal of the Holy Spirit within us, all 
these are God's gifts for which we must 
daily pray, and daily thank Him. And the 
more we are vexed with worldly cares, the 
more we are harassed by riches, or borne 
down by poverty, the louder waxes the din 
of worldly strife, the more we find ourselves 
drawn into the vortex of worldly troubles 
and vanity; just so much the more need 
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have we of that spiritual refreshment, that 
holy joy, that comforting and soothing grace, 
which God has promised to those who call 
upon Him faithfully. 

If prayer is in itself thus excellent and full 
of peace, the public and united worship of 
God has in it something of a still higher and 
nobler character. It reminds us that we are 
not mere isolated creatures, whose spiritual 
condition is unconnected with that of others ; 
but that we are all bound up in 6ne great 
family, — all baptized into one body, the 
Church, of which if one member suflTer the 
rest suffer with it, or if one member rejoice 
the rest have reason to rejoice also. 

Far be from us, my beloved brethren, the 
selfish, unchristian, uncharitable spirit, which 
holds that a man's religion is between him- 
self and his God alone, and that we have 
nothing to do with the religion of our neigh- 
bours. Let us believe rather that we are 
joined together in the holiest and closest 
union. " There is one body, and one spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
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God and Father of us all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all/'* 

Who can fathom the depth of this unsearch- 
able mystery ; — ^that we all who have received 
the common Sacrament of Baptism, and 
continue in the feith, ^* dwell in Christ, and 
He in us, are one with Christ, and He with 
us," even as the branches of a vine, or as the 
members or limbs of a body ! Yet so it is. 
And hence arises that close and intimate 
union between all members of the Church of 
Christ, which renders all our feelings and 
interests identical : and hence as well as from 
Grod's own positive command, the duty and 
necessity of worshipping together with one 
heart and voice. In order that we may 
encourage and aid each other in our common 
duty and privilege, that the fervour of our 
devotion may be increased by the sympathy 
of fellowship, and that our united thanks- 
givings may ascend more acceptably to the 
throne of grace, our Heavenly Father has 
bid us come together in His Holy temple, and 
has declared that where two or three are met 

* Ephesians iv, 5. 

Ld 
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together in His name, th^^ in an especial 
manner. He is in the midst of th&BBi. 

Oh ! let us strive, to realize^ if mxt, the 
understanding, yet the firm belief in. ^a^t.^ 
communion with each other and vnth God: 
and let us seek to attain the high privileges 
and benefits, which God has prepared for 
those who truly seek Him. When we con- 
fess our sins before Him, let us believe that 
He indeed hears our united prayers and 
looks upon us with pity. When we receive 
absolution from the mouth of His ministers, 
let us be sure that God has blotted out our 
sins .from His book, if we are truly penitent. 
When we hear His word, let us believe that 
God doth indeed speak to us by the voice of 
His servants : and when we sing His praises 
let us feel that our voices mingle with those 
of the Church universal which ascend con- 
tinually before His throne. 

But there are other benefits resulting 
from public worship, on the reality of 
which perhaps we are not accustomed to 
dwell with sufficient faith — I mean those 
national and social blessings which, through 
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Grod's promise, are connected with our 
prayers. Let us be assured, and, when we 
pray ever bear in mind, that it may depend 
on the prayers of the Church whether the 
life and health of our gracious Sovereign 
be preserved — and whether her heart may 
be disposed and directed to discern the 
nation's real interest, and to ^^ seek above all 
tilings God's honour and glory '' — and 
whether the consultations of the High Court 
of Parliament be prospered by Almighty 
God " to the advancement of His glory, the 
good of His Church, the safety, honour, and 
welfare of our Sovereign and her dominions" 
Yes, and let us believe that even more 
vital interests than these depend on our 
prayers, namely, whether our Bishops shall 
"faithfully and wisely make choice of fit 
persons to serve in the Sacred Ministry of 
His Church " — ^and whether those so chosen 
and ordained shall be "replenished with 
truth of doctrine, and endued with innocency 
of life"* — and whether those who profess 
and call themselves Christians shall be " led 

* See the special prayers appointed to be used in the Ember weeks. 
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into the way of truth and hold the faith in 
unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life." 

Oh I what a mighty efficacy has prayer ! 
How mysteriously are we knit together, 
when the unity of the Church, the welfare 
of the State, and consequently of each 
individual amongst us, depends on this 
sacred power which Gk)d has placed m our 
hands. 

Let us pray earnestly with this faith, and 
let us not doubt that God will, for His Son's 
sake, look mercifully upon us, and lift up 
the light of His countenance upon us, and 
bless us, and that on ^account of the availing 
efficacy of the fervent prayers of the righte- 
ous.* The worldly and proud may boast of 
their wealth and intellect. They may point 
to our arts and inventions, our commerce and 
agriculture, and deem that these are the 
sources of the nation's prosperity. But the 
humble Christian well knows that all the 
good which we possess depends on the pray- 
ers of Christian people in the land. Yes, the 

* James ▼, 16. 
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prayers of Christian congregations, the 
prayers of Christian families, the prayers, it 
may be, of some few solitary servants of the 
Lord, unseen and unregarded, scattered here 
and there ; these, presented by Christ before 
the throne of grace, are the true sources of 
our Heavenly Father's love : these are the 
great breakwaters against His wrath, the salt 
and leaven which preserve our land from 
rottenness. 

There is one portion of the service of God, 
the holiest, the most solemn, and the most 
beneficial of all ; in which let me express 
my earnest hope that you will always be 
ready to join reverently and worthily,^-! 
mean the Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of Christ our Saviour. The early Christians 
used never to meet together without celebra- 
ting that holy rite. Having beheld their 
Saviour's precious death — shaving laid His 
body in the! sepulchre, and having freshly 
received His solemn injunction, when at the 
last supper He brake the bread, and poured 
out the wine, and gave it to them, saying, 
" Take, eat, this is My body." "This do in 
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remembrance of Me" — filled with a deep 
reverence for their dying Saviour's last 
command, and a firm faith in the mystical 
efficacy of thei sacrament, in uniting all 
faithful brethren with their Lord, and with 
each other; it seemed to them as if they 
could not too often obey their blessed Lord's 
parting injunction, and commemorate His 
all-atoning Sacrifice. 

Hence, doubtless, in a great degree, arose 
their faith, and zeal; and hence, their 
exemplary affection, insomuch that the* 
Heathen wondered and exclaimed. See, how 
these Christians love one another ! But we 
alas! have fallen on days in which the 
Church deems not herself worthy — perhaps 
really is not worthy — of so frequent par- 
ticipation in this most sacred privilege. Let 
us rejoice however that she is becoming more 
sensible of the value of her privilege, and 
the importance of her duty : and is beginning 
to afford her children more frequent oppor- 
tunities of partaking in those holy mysteries. 
And whensoever the blessed Eucharist is 
celebrated within these walls, may you, my 
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beloved brethren, be ready with faithful hearts . 
to join worthily in those sacred mysteries. 
And as the prophet assures us " that the 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, both of those 
who had once been strangers, and of God's 
chosen people, would be accepted on His 
altar ; " so may He accept your offerings, 
and feed you with His Body and Blood ; 
thereby giving you assurance that you are 
very members incorporate in the mystical 
body of His Son, and heirs through hope of 
His everlasting kingdom ! 

Such then, brethren, are amongst the 
principal objects of your assembling together 
in God's house — ^prayer, confession, absolu- 
tion, thanksgiving, reading of Scripture, 
and the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 
But these are not all ; for when you are 
assembled in God's house it is customary for 
Christ's Ministers to take the opportunity 
afforded them of the congregation being met 
together, to explain some portion of God's 
Word — or to address to them some words of 
exhortation or instruction, as I am doing at 
this present time. The primary object of 
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preaching is indeed to convert the heathen 
to the Christian faith, in order that they 
may believe and be baptized. This was 
the object for which the first Christian 
Ministers went forth to preach the Gospel. 
But the Church, in all ages, has used 
preaching as the means of edification ias well 
as of conversion. It is to be lamented that 
preaching has sometimes been exalted to an 
undue prominence, insomuch that it has been 
said, I fear not without foundation, that 
God's house has been looked on more as a 
house oi preaching i than as a "hduse of 
prayerr On the other hand some have 
been disposed to disparage the value of 
preaching. Let us avoid these erroneous 
extremes. Preaching is an undoubted ordin- 
ance of the Christian Church : and it is to 
be used with thankfiilness and discretion. | 
Let us carefully check in our hearts the evil i 
tendency, which in the present age, exists to • 
exalt preaching above the other ordinances, 
let us remember that God's house is called 
emphatically, in His own word, " a house of 
prayer ; " — ^but, let me entreat also that you 
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will thankfully receive the exhortations of 
God's servants when, in His name, they 
address you from this place — and taking 
the Bible for the foundation of their teaching, 
expound to you the will and ways of Grod, 
and call you to increased holiness, and to 
repentance and amendment of life. Never, 
my Christain friends, despise the humblest 
Minister of God who speaks to you in His 
name. Never suffer your admiration for the 
most eloquent and highly gifted, to interfere 
with your devotion to God. Preaching 
reverently listened to will comfort and edify 
the pious servant of God, will startle the 
slumbering, or presumptuous sinner, and, it 
may be, lead him to fall on his knees in 
prayer, and fly to Christ the rock of his 
salvation ; but preaching carelessly attended, 
or considered as an amusement, and judged 
with a critical ear, will only be set down 
against us, at the great day when Christ 
shall come to judgment, as advice neglected, 
warning unheeded, a means of grace misused, 
and so increase our condemnation. 

It is remarkable how the too common 

M 
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preference of preaching to prayer — ^where 
such preference exists, — has affected the whole 
character of our service. The consequence 
of persons coming to Church for the purpose 
of hearing, has been, that you shall often 
observe them listening to the prayers — if 
indeed they do listen, — ^instead of joining in 
them. Instead of kneeling to pray they sit 
to listen . Instead of joining in the responses, 
or the psalms, in a humble and audible tone, 
you shall scarce notice here and there a 
solitary voice. Thus the whole object of 
Common Prayer and praise is too often 
defeated ; we miss all the comfort and 
encouragement which fellowship in devotion 
is so well calculated to convey. And the 
beautiful liturgy of our Church, which, when 
rightly joined in, is full of life and holy 
sympathy, is changed into a dull and mo* 
notonous ceremony. Let me trust, that 
within these sacred walls a very different 
spirit will be found. Let this consecrated 
temple be made indeed a "House of Prayer." 
Let all join humbly and sincerely in the 
solemn service, as the free will offering of 
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the heart and understanding. Endeavour 
to fix your minds intently on each sentence, 
and to enter into the spirit of each prayer; 
and your hearts will be touched with new 
feelings of devotion : passages, which, if 
heard with careless indiflference call up no 
pious thought or feeling in your souls, will 
fill you with new emotions ; and you will 
acknowledge that our time-honoured Liturgy, 
which to the insincere may appear dull and 
tedious, so that they shall wish only for its 
conclusion, is to those who join in it with 
humble earnestness admirably calculated 
beyond any other form or method of prayer, 
to keep alive the spirit of true devotion, and 
assist us to feel and think as we ought to 
feel and think in the presence of our common 
God and Father ! 

In following out the train of ideas suggested 
by the text, and in accordance with the 
occasion on which we are now met together, 
I have dwelt principally on the public 
ordinances of the Church ; and have endea- 
voured to impress you with a feeling of their 
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real use and value. There is a common 
objection against dwelling on religious 
ordinances which requires to be noticed, 
because one hears it often in the mouths 
even of pious men, as well as of those 
who seek excuse for their negligent and 
irreligious habits. "Is there not danger*' 
they will say " of trusting too much to 
ordinances? Shall we not be tempted to 
rest on them, instead of that great and 
all-sufficient sacrifice, which was made on 
the Cross, whereby alone we can be saved ?" 
The answer to this objection is obvious. 
There is of course danger; and yet this 
is no reason why ordinances should he dis- 
paragedy or disregarded. Thus, St. Paul 
says to the Galatians, " Ye observe days 
and months, and times and years, I am 
afraid of you."* He perceived in them 
perhaps a tendency to rely too much on 
mere observances; and therefore cautioned 
them against such reliance. And, we, as 
well as they, are liable to the same dangers, 
and require the same caution. In this life 

* Galatians i?, 11. 
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of trial every thing with which we are sur- 
rounded is dangerous if misused. There is 
danger in the simplest and most edifying 
ordinances. There is danger every time we 
go to Church, lest, like the Pharisee in 
the Temple, we should offend God by an 
insincere and formal worship — ^and yet that 
is no reason why we should "forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together as the 
manner of some is." There is danger 
in every sermon we hear — ^lest, while we 
acknowledge the soundness of argument, and 
scriptural views which it contains, and feel 
urged by our conscience to repent and 
amend our lives, we should nevertheless put 
these thoughts from us, and wilfully continue 
in our old sins and negligences. There is 
danger even in reading the Bible, lest, like 
those unlearned, and unstable persons, who 
wrested St. Paul's Epistles to their destruc- 
tion, we also, reading it without faith and 
humility, should be injured rather than 
edified. There is danger — fearful danger — 
in the Holy Communion, lest we should 

receive it unworthily, and eat and drink ouy 

M3 ' 
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own condemnatioa — yet this is no reaeon 
why we should disobey our Lord's most 
solemn injunction. In the one there is only 
danger — in the other their is positive sin. 

It i» much to be feared that, like the 
Pharisees of old, many Christians in diflferent 
ages and countries — ^nay whole Churches — 
have Allien into the lamentable error, of 
placing their reliance on mere ordinances, 
and neglecting to cultivate that faith, and 
spirituality, and humble mindedness, and 
charity and purity of heart, without which 
all outward ordinances are vain. Still in 
avoiding the superstitious ceremonies, and 
unprofitable observances of the Greek, and 
Romish Churches, there is no reason why 
we should disparage or forsake that sacred 
round of pious formularies which our own 
Reformed Church directs us to pursue. Only 
let us carry out to their full extent the holy 
and edifying ordinances of our own Church, 
and we shall have no reason to complain of 
either insuflSciency or excess. And therefore. 
Brethren, if any person caution us against 
the error of relying on mere outward ordin- 
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SQces, and neglecting' vital religion, we at 
once admit the justice and propriety of his 
caution. But if the same person go on to 
disparage, and speak lightly of ordinances, 
and to neglect them, or treat them irrever^ 
ently, as very many do in the present age, 
then we justly blame him for the misuse and 
desecration of what God himself has given 
us as the means of grace. It is a common 
saying that ordinances are the mere scaffold- 
ing, and vital religion the real edifice ; and, 
if by this it be meant that we are not to be 
satisfied with the scaffolding ; but should go 
on to build the structure, the comparison is 
just. But if it be meant to depreciate ordin- 
ances, surely the very comparison itself 
confirms their vital importance. What 
would you have said. Brethren, to the man 
who should have objected to the preparations 
which were made for the erection of this 
sacred edifice — and should have told you 
that he desired to see not scaffolding but a 
church ? You would have answered that one 
could not be without the other. And so 
neither can you have inward religion without 
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religious ordinances. Ordinances are the 
means appointed by an all- wise God for the 
edification or building up of His Church. 

Few things are more practically important 
' than a just estimate of the real value of 
; ordinances : and few things more tend to 
relieve the mind when seriously impressed, 
from the perplexities with which it is wont 
to be assailed. God's ministers are commis- 
sioned to preach to you the doctrines of the 
Gospel — ^the corruption of human nature — 
the doctrine of justification by faith — the 
atonement — ^the need of holiness. But then 
you naturally ask, how are we to subdue 
our sinful nature ? how are we to get faith ? 
how are we to become holy ? how are we to 
bring our hearts into subjection to the divine 
law, and build up the edifice of a religious 
and holy life, and be united with Christ our 
Saviour ? We answer by exhorting you to 
seek God in His House of Prayer, and 
avail yourselves of the sacraments and ordin- 
ances of the Church. It is by the faithful 
use of these means that you will most surely 
learn what is the will of God, and what 
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is your real state before Him. The Christian 
year is marked out by our Holy Mother with 
a series of religious duties which are designed 
continually to keep before you Christ cruci- 
fied — and imprint on your hearts a fixed 
memory, of all He has done and suflTered 
for you — His incarnation, His circumcision, 
temptation, death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion — ^together with the persecution, patience, 
and holy communion of the Saints — ^and the 
times most fit for your own humiliation and 
repentance. 

Come therefore, we entreat you, to 
God's house of prayer, where you will 
commime, in spirit, with your Christian 
Brethren, yea, it may be, with angels 
themselves, and with the spirits of the just 
made perfect, and be encompassed by God's 
sacred presence, surrounded by an atmos- 
phere of holiness — ^your understanding, your 
affections, your imagination, your feelings, 
simultaneously appealed to. And if Satan 
blind you not, and if your hearts be not 
harder than the nether millstone, they must 
feel the sacred influence — ^they must be 
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softened and improved. Only persevere 
with humble faith and sincerity, and it 
cannot fail, but God will bless your endea- 
vours and "accept your sacrifices" and "make 
you joyful in His house of prayer." 

Those amongst you who are vexed by 
worldly business, and have too much reason 
to fear lest your soul's health may be 
impaired amidst the dust and strife of this 
every day world, will find it a most blessed 
opportunity of wholesome exercise, to devote 
a portion of each day — ^perhaps most fitly 
the calm hour of morning service, ere yet 
the heat and turmoil of the world has begun 
— ^to devote these precious minutes strictly 
to the service of God, and may thus be 
enabled by His grace to gain a mastery over 
that hardness of heart, and want of spiritu- 
ality which now too easily besets you. 

Those whose trial lies chiefly in the 
vanities and pleasures of society, who have 
cause for fear, lest amidst the enjoyments 
and avocations of life, you are losing your 
hold on spiritual hopes and comforts, and in 
danger of being alienated in your hearts 
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from the fear and love of God, you, my dear 
Brethren, will find the stated ordinances of 
the Church — the frequent communion, the 
alternate fast and festival, the regular wor- 
shipping in God's house of prayer — ^to be the 
very means appointed by the merciful con- 
sideration of your Heavenly Father, to keep 
alive in your hearts the spirit of true devotion, 
so that you fall not into the snares of Satan, 
and learn to use the world without abusing it. 

Those also who are heavy laden with sin, 
who loathe its yoke, and feel its burden 
intolerable — ^those also are earnestly invited 
hither. Do not I pray you, wait in inactivity, 
wondering when you shall improve, and get 
faith and be converted, and be able to amend 
your lives ; while, in the meantime, Satan is 
rivetting his chain upon you and cutting off 
the possibility of escape: but come hither 
boldly to the throne of grace, remind God 
of His gracious promises of help and pardon ; 
importune Him, as He bids you, with your 
prayers ; and fear not, doubt not, that He will 
be merciful unto you, for the sake of His dear 
Son, your Saviour. 
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And lastly, — I need scarcely remind those 
amongst you, who have been accustomed 
from your youth up to commune in prayer 
with God, and frequent His sacred house — 
you I need scarcely remind of the unspeak- 
able joy, and holy satisfaction thence arising. 
Only take heed that your service be always 
in truth a spiritual service, not of the lips 
only but of the heart, and be assured that it 
will be presented by your Mediator before 
the throne of grace, and descend in tenfold 
blessing on your heads. 

It is my duty, before concluding, to remind 
you that your offerings are this evening 
requested in aid of the completion of this 
" House of Prayer," in which it has been our 
joyfiil privilege to worship Grod. When I 
consider the generous spirit which has so 
conspicuously manifested itself in this town, 
I feel that it is improbable that there should 
be any persons present, who have not already 
contributed to the good work. If any such 
there should be, let them hasten to wipe 
away the reproach; for surely even their 
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own conscienclB must reproach them, if so 
noble a work should be completed, and they 
not have a share in the blessing. Yea, let 
them make up for past neglect by giving 
now the more abundantly. And those 
amongst you who have already borne your 
share in the labour of love, let me entreat 
not to turn away from this fresh demand. 
Look upon it rather as a privilege than 
a burden. Consider whether you cannot 
spare something more for so holy an object. 
Think of the example of the Israelites in 
the wilderness, who, when their silver and 
gold and jewels were required for the service 
of the Lord, gave even more than enough ;* — 
so zealous were they in the cause. " God is 
not imrighteous that He will forget your 
labour of love."t "He that soweth little 
shall reap little, and he that soweth plente- 
ously shall reap plenteously.";}; "If thou 
hast much give plenteously, if thou hast 
little do thy diligence gladly to give of that 
little."§ God refuseth not the humblest gift 



* Exodus xxxvi, 5. 

N 



t Heb. vi, 10. 
% Tobitlvjd* 



t 2 Cor. ix, 6. 
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if it be really all that the giver can afford. 
All of you, therefore, give willingly accord- 
ing to your means — so may God's blessing 
be with you ; and, as often as you worship 
in this place, may He, according to His gra- 
cious word, "accept your offerings and your 
sacrifice," and "make you joyful in His 
House of Prayer." 
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Psalm zxtiI, 3, 4. 



** One tbing have I desired of the Lord, that will 1 seek after ; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in His temple." 






Thbre is something, Brethren, very signifi- 
cant and emphatic in the language of the 
Text. It is the expression of a heart at 
unity with itself: not hesitating, not undeter- 
mined, in its afiections: but fixedly and 
supremely set upon the object of its certain 
preference and regard. The Sanctuary was 
so associated with all his best and holiest 
impressions as to be ever in his thoughts ; 
the center to which, under every diversity of 
outward condition, his mind, as it were, 
instinctively turned as its first and uniform 
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delight. The Holy Spirit has laid open to 
us in the Psalms much of the interior work- 
ings of David's mind : it has transmitted in 
his recorded confessions an exact and faithful 
portraiture of the inmost breathings of his 
souL If we observe him in the season of 
affliction — ^at one time persecuted by the 
jealousy and malignity of Saul, at another 
retiring for security from the reach of the 
rebellious Absalom ; an exile from his city, 
his home, and all that he might be presumed 
most to cherish: the consideration clearly 
uppermost in his thoughts is his separation 
from the courts of the Ix)rd, " his heart and 
his flesh crying out for the living God/' If 
we observe him again when re-established 
on his throne, what is still his primary care 
but the service of the Sanctuary ; with the 
wisdom of a Prophet, and the authority of a 
King, providing for its due administration ? 
As if no longer content that he "should 
dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of 
God remain under curtains," it is " in. his 
mind to build an house for the name of the 
Lord his God : " an house proportioned, as 
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far as any thing finite can bear proportion 
to Infinity, to the dignity of that great Being, 
" the High and Holy One," for whom it is 
designed : an house that, as it is written, may 
be "exceeding magnifical — of fame and 
glory throughout all countries.** And be it 
that in the counsels of the divine wisdom 
this is denied him: be it that this is an 
honor reserved to his son : still it is some- 
thing that he may gather in the silver and 
the gold, and other preparatory means for its 
erection, and that his last years are gladdened 
with the promise of a temple in the age 
immediately to follow; a temple such as 
may transmit the pure worship of Jehovah 
to the generations to come. 

In the mean-while, with such advantages 
as present opportunity affords, he sees in the 
services of the Tabernacle the fairest discovery 
God has given of Himself to man. He sees 
in its sacred and instructive offices much that 
meets the necessities of his soul. If there is 
an interest more dear to him than another ; 
if there is a privilege he would hold in 
higher honor than another; it is that 

N3 
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which he characterizes in the Text not 
merely as his prevailing — as his chief — ^but 
as his one desire : a desire so pervading his 
whole soul that it is as though his every 
concemmerged in this all-engrossing thought^ 
the blessedness of communion with God in 
the refreshing ordinances of His house. 

The points, therefore, which seem more 
immediately to invite our attention from the 
words before us are, 

I. The necessity (generally) to the 

COMFORT of the RENEWED MIND OF ACCESS 

TO God in the offices of the Sanctuary : 
And II. The advantages attaching to it. 

I. There are multitudes indeed who have 
no sensible interest in the ordinances of the 
Sanctuary: multitudes, who, as far as regards 
any practical communion, are living without 
God in the world. The returning Sabbath, 
with whatever other feelings it is associated, 
brings no gladness to their hearts as the day 
more especially dedicated to the divine honor 
and service. So far from any sympathy 
with David, envying, as he did, the very 
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sparrows their freedom of repose around the 
altar of his God, they regard not " the 
habitation of His house, the place where His 
honor dwelleth/* Such, however, is not the 
habit of the enlightened mind. It is not 
enough for him that in the retirement of his 
closet, in the secrecy of his private medita- 
tions, he can pour forth his soul in prayer to 
God. Great and inestimable as this privi- 
lege confessedly is, he is too conscious of his 
own weakness, too conscious of the infirmity 
of human purpose, too conscious of the 
languor apt to steal over his affections and 
to deaden his impression of heaven and 
heavenly things, not to call to his aid the 
invigorating influences derivable from the 
union of kindred spirits in the offices of 
prayer and praise. It is not that he would 
" limit the Holy One of Israel,'* or circum- 
scribe the Highest to this or that especial 
place for His appearing. There may be lets 
and hindrances which may occasionally 
interrupt the opportunities of public worship. 
As often as such is the will of God, he 
will bend to His appointments : he will 
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"strengthen the things that remain** by a 
closer exercise of faith and trust in God: 
knowing that He can compensate our loss, 
" giving songs in the night "...." as in the 
night, when a holy solemnity is kept/* He 
will tarry therefore the Lord's leisure, waiting 
for the " times of** fuller " refreshing ** from 
His presence, if peradventure he may again 
^*see His power and glory so as he'* has 
been wont to "see Him in the Sanctuary.** 
Still there is a void; there is a sense of 
privation : there is the absence of that in 
which his soul delighteth. He is ready to 
exclaim in the impassioned language of the 
Psalmist, " As the hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, so panteth my Soul after thee, 
O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for 
the living God: when shall I come and 
appear before God ? *' 

And here, dear Brethren, we can hardly 
fail to see, that, independent of the special 
benefits contemplated in the Text, there are 
many considerations to create for the Sanc- 
tuary a high place in his regard. 
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, And (1) the commands and promises of 
<5od. 

It is pre-eminently God*s house ; and 
Everything which is His may well be sacred 
in our regard. It carries His image and 
superscription whose we are, and whom we 
are bound to serve : from whom we have 
received, and for whom we should be ready 
to employ, our every capacity and power. 
Had He even less explicitly enjoined ouJr 
attendance there, it should be enough to 
know His pleasure : a filial spirit would 
dictate a respect to the faintest intimations 
of His will. What then if He has called us 
" to enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and into His courts with praise : " if He has 
charged us " not to forsake the assembling 
of ourselves together : " if He has declared 
that " in every place where He records His 
name. He will come unto us and bless us : " 
if again that nothing might be wanting to 
give authority, order, sacredness, and efficacy, 
to our meetings. He has established a per- 
manent ministry in His church to baptize, 
to teach, to bless, in His name : if, with such 
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manifold indications of the divine purpose, 
we can be at no loss to know what is His 
holy will concerning us, this would of itself 
be conclusive with every Soul alive to its 
proper obligations, to wait upon God in the 
solemnities of His public worship — ^to be 
'^ glad" as often as ^^ it is said, let us go into 
the house of the Lord." 

But (2.) Another argument might be 
drawn by the considerate mind from the 
example of those whose praise is in the 
book of life. 

We have seen how it was with David. 
"A day," saith he, " in thy Courts is better 
than a thousand." As he thought of Jerusa- 
lem, the Holy City ; its palaces, its treasures, 
and it^ people ; his affections kindled within 
him: till, as if to bind himself to her 
interests by the sacredest of all endearments, 
he exclaims, " because of the house of the 
Lord thy God I will seek thy good," 

It was so with Nehemiah. 

The time had been when God had with- 
drawn from Israel the light of His presence; 
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when, as of old, in the days of Eli, " He 
forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent 
which He had placed among men." Or, as 
in later days, when "He covered the daughter 
of Zion with a cloud, and cast down from 
heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, 
and remembered not His footstool in the day 
of His anger/* But how was it when by the 
good hand of their God upon them they 
were strengthened " to raise up the decayed 
places thereof?" the pious Nehemiah, assem- 
bling the Princes, Levites, Priests, and 
People, engages them in solemn covenant to 
" charge themselves for the service " of the 
Sanctuary, pledging alike himself and them 
to this devout and fitting resolution, that 
" they would not forsake the house of their 
God." 

And so it was to the end of the Old 
Testament Dispensation. There was a sacri- 
fice and service morning and evening, and 
intermediate hours of prayer : and honorable 
mention is made of some to whom, such was 
their interest in the devotions of the Sanctu- 
ary, that they "departed not from the 
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Temple, but served God with fastings and 
prayers night and day." 

Finally, we might appeal to the practice 
of our Lord and His disciples after Him: 
who, in conformity to the ordinances as they 
then existed, attended statedly in the Temple 
and the Synagogues, And if after His 
removal so hazardous was the profession of 
His name that it was many ages before they 
were set above the malice of their persecutors, 
they did not therefore discontinue to assemble 
for social worship. They were glad to meet 
when, and where, and as, they could; to 
approximate as near as occasion might per- 
mit to the offices of public devotion : to give 
expression to their faith in songs of praise : 
and to unite from week to week in that 
most significant and consoling of all solem- 
nities, "the communion of the Body and 
blood of Christ." 

(3.) But there is yet another argument 
founded on the tendency of social worship, 
while it gives augmented honor to God, to 
bind us as members of a common faith in 
interest and affection for each other. 
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This is a consideration which did not 
escape the mind of David. To a benevolent 
spirit like his there was a loveliness arid 
beauty in the Communion of Saints. Whe- 
ther his eye fastened on " the tribes going 
up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony 
of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of 
the Lord," imited under himself in one 
kingdom: or embraced a still happier and 
more comprehensive union of the tribes of 
the whole earth in the kingdom of Christ : 
it was as though when he beheld their 
number, order, and agreement in the service 
of God, he could no longer forbear; but 
struck to the heart at so goodly a spectacle, 
he must break out into a transport of charity 
and devotion, " Behold ! how good and 
pleasant it is to dwell together in unity ! *' 

It was not as if the nature of man, what- 
ever might have been expected from his 
original constitution, had not undergone a 
fearful change. Sin had so disturbed every 
natural relation that they required all the 
aid and support of this spiritual relation as 
the cement of every other. The Temple of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 SERMONS. 



God iniist be the centre in which they might 
meet : religious communion the bond, which, 
if any other, should hold them together. 

It was so with the first state of the Christian 
Church. " Called as they were in one hope 
of their calling — one^ Lord, one faith, one 
Baptism, one God and Father of all :*' every 
thing in their solemn ofl5ces tended only 
more fixedly to give them one heart and one 
mind " to the edifying of the body in love." 

The same principle, as far as it is appli- 
cable to a higher state of being, will have 
place also in glory. Every glimpse of that 
bright hope is associated with the blessedness 
of united worship ; the harmony of kindred 
hearts and kindred voices mingling their 
common praise and adoration to God, their 
Maker and Redeemer. 

We see then how much there is, indepen- 
dent of any special benefits contemplated in 
the text, to give to the Sanctuary a more 
than common place in the estimation of 
every good man — 

Regard to the commands and promises of 
God: 
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Respect to approved example : 
The sensible satis&ction which belongs to 
the Communion of Saints : 

These are only some of many considera- 
tions to endear to the renewed mind the 
8olemnitie0 of public devotion. 

How entirely such was the habit of 
David's mind, we have fiill evidence in 
the declaration before us. It was the privi- 
lege he pre-eminently cherished: it was 
emphatically his one desire. 

Nor, as we were to examine, 

II. Has he left us without some definite 
idea of the advantages he proposed to 
himself herein. 

For surely, it was there, if any where 
here on earth, he might — 

(1.) " Behold the beauty of the Lord." 
'We speak herein, Brethren, after the 
manner of men, if we say that we too in the 
ordinances of His house may "behold the 
beauty of the Lord.'^ It is not that we have 
any sensible manifestations of God in His 
sanctuary. " God is a spirit;" and, as such, 
is not any way an object of sense. Neither 
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again, is it any longer as when there was the 
Sheckinah, or visible emblem of His pre- 
sence, and the cloud in the temple betoken- 
ing His glory. We are called to a spiritual 
wdrship, with only so much of ceremonial as 
seems to befit the place more immediately 
consecrated to His honor. But in the figura- 
tive language of Scripture His holiness is 
His beauty: His goodness is His beauty: 
and generally " the beauty of the Lord" is 
the harmony of His great perfections. Look 
then through the formularies of our Church, 
and where did ever uninspired language 
bear fuller testimony to His perfections? 
what are the confessions with which we 
" humbly acknowledge our sins before God" 
but an attestation to His holiness ? what our 
solemn deprecations of His displeasure, but 
an expression of trust in His mercy ? what 
our recitation of the great articles of our 
faith, but a proclaiming of His truth in the 
mystery of redemption ? There is not an 
infirmity of our nature, a necessity of our soul, 
a desire of our heart, but, as we spread it out 
before God in these touching ordinances, we 
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bespeak our confidence alike in His power 
and hve. Even in the Temple and 
Synagogues of the Jews there were set offices 
of prayer and praise, to which our Lord 
Himself conformed : and some of those, so 
far as they were proper to another dispensa- 
tion, were probably transferred to the 
liturgies of the primitive Church. Many 
remains of ancient liturgies, from very early 
date^ have descended to our times : which, 
however corrupted by the addition of later 
days, comprise much of the very forms of 
prayer and thanksgiving still in use among 
ourselves. In all the more essential parts, 
therefore, of Christian worship, the sacraments, 
(administered as in the days of old) the 
Doxology, the Creeds, the Collects, we have 
"the beauty of the Lord" as sensibly set 
forth in our own offices as the consenting 
piety and wisdom of the Church from the 
beginning have been enabled to portray it. 
I know not how, so far as it is within the 
power of human ordinances to shadow forth 
the perfections of the Holy One, any thing 
could be framed more consonant to all the 
oj 
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loftier and purer principles of the renewed 
mind. If to contemplate Him as a God that 
hateth iniquity — ^a declaration inscribed on 
every ordinance of the sanctuary : a God, 
who, while He is just, just to the very letter 
of His righteous law, is ** the justifier of them 
that believe :'* if to have access to Him 
where He reveals Himself as a God of grace, 
abundant in goodness and truth: if to 
commune with Him through expressive and 
divinely-instituted symbols, under which 
He speaks to us, as it were, from His mercy- 
seat of pardon, peace, and life eternal, His 
own free gift through Jesus Christ our Lord: 
if this is to see " the beauty of the Lord :'* 
surely here, out of this our Zion, hath God 
appeared in perfect beauty. 

But, be it that God unveils Himself here 
to His assembled people in the beauty of 
His perfections, it is not that we may gaze 
in unavailing admiration on any, however 
true a manifestation of His loveliness, as 
exhibited in the ordinances of the Sanctuary. 
It is refreshing, indeed, amid the distractions 
of life, to turn aside at these recurring sea- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SEBMONS. 



151 



IL 



sons, to contemplate the Lord of life : it is 
a purifying, strengthening, elevating privi- 
lege, to be carried for a time at least, above 
the fading interests of a ^^ world, the &shion 
of which passeth away," to contemplate that 
gracious Being, "whom to know is life 
eternal/' But we shall fail of the spirit 
of the text, if we lose sight of a second 
benefit especially noted by the Psalmist — 
the provision herein made for taking counsel 
of God, by enquiring in His Temple* 

But here, perhaps, it may be urged, have 
we not, independent of the ordinances of 
His house, other means as readily and as 
immediately available, of informing our- 
selves of His will ? It is not, as when in 
the darker days of Papal ascendancy, there 
was "no open vision." It is the glory of 
our land and age, that here at least, " His 
word has free course," and is directly accessi- 
ble to all. Far be it from us, my Brethren, 
to undervalue this signal privilege of our 
times. Receiving as we do the Canonical 
Scriptures as the voice of inspired truth: 
acknowledging their sufiiciency to man^s 
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guidance here and his hope of happiness 
hereafter, well may we bless God " for His 
unspeakable gift " in their unrestricted cir* 
culation. But there are multitudes, and 
those not exclusively of the humbler walks 
of life, to whom the Scriptures, whether as 
unmixed by human comment, or as defined 
and interpreted by the Church in her offices 
and articles, are still as "a sealed book." 
Unfonned to any habits of mental cultivation, 
undisciplined to any patience of research, 
they need the peculiar advantage of oral 
teaching to inform their minds aright. If 
Brethren, even with those in more favorable 
positions — with all the facilities, that is, for 
studious reflection — all the appliances of 
human learning — ^all the resources of time 
and opportunity : there is nevertheless some- 
thing in the voice which issues from the 
Sanctuary which speaks more directly to 
their understanding, more authoritatively to 
their conscience, more sensibly to their afiec- 
tions, than when they are left to gather the 
intimations of God's mind and will in the 
privacy of their solitary meditations : if 
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with these accumulated advantages-^the lot 
confessedly of few : there is still a blessing — 
His especial promise — ^to such as seek Him 
in His House of Prayer : I know not how we 
can forego so gracious an appointment, and 
not lose thereby a very principal means of 
enquiring at the mouth of the Lord. 

The Liturgy, the glory of our Church, 
unrivalled as it is among the compilations of 
uninspired wisdom : founded on the best 
models of approved excellence, transmitted 
from primitive antiquity : however valuable 
as a manual of devotion — ^pure and chastened, 
animated and sublime, devotion — ^is scarce 
less pre-eminently valuable as a compendium 
of Christian doctrine. There is not a truth 
relating to man's higher interests as a reason- 
able and immortal Spirit, but it is here 
brought before us in the very words of 
Inspiration : not a contingency of our Being, 
through all the variety of God's dealings with 
us, but we are taught from His own mouth 
His holy will as to our duty and deportment 
under it. So interwoven are the Scriptures 
with the entire services of the Church that 
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all that is elevating and consoling in the 
mysteries of our £uth : all that is monitory 
and instructive in the revelations of wisdom : 
all that can shed light and purity and peace 
upon the path of the believer in his daily 
walk with God: is here set forth in the 
majesty and grace, benignity and power, 
which belong to the oracles of God. 

If, moreover, there is anything in autho- 
ritative teaching to aid the understanding of 
the Scriptures, where can we more hopefully 
enquire of the Lord than at the lips of those 
ordained to this high office in the order of 
His own appointing — ^the Messengers of His 
grace — the Expositors of His truth — to their 
frail and erring fellow-men ? It is not as if 
we " took this honor upon ourselves :" it is 
not as if we esteemed more the dignity, than 
the responsibility and sacredness, of our 
calling : but it is necessary to the due end of 
our Ministry that the Pastor and his flock 
should know and feel their mutual relation : 
the one, upheld by the sense of his divine 
commission topremonish,and teach, and bless; 
and the other, possessed with full confidence 
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in his Teacher as an accredited servant of 
God. Were this provision extended and 
enlarged in anything like a just proportion 
to our vast and increasing population : could 
we, as we traverse the crowded lanes and 
courts of our great towns arid our scarcely 
less-peopled hamlets, point to some comely 
and adjacent Sanctuary, where, in their 
ignorance of God and of His Church, they 
might enquire of the Lord ; we need not say 
in the language of doubtfulness or conjecture, 
" if haply they might feel after Him and 
find Him:" we might address them in far 
other terms, the terms of assured faith : we 
might bid them in the name of God; we 
might urge them by the love of Him who 
came to seek and to save ; we might plead 
His recorded promise to guide them into all 
truth ; we might stand on the faithfulness of 
His covenant, as enduring as the Rock of 
ages, to sanctify the dispensing of His word ; 
to command His blessing on our ministra* 
tions, even life for evermore. 

That something allied to principles and 
convictions such as these dictated the fervid 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



156 SERMONS. 



language of the text, we may infer from 
many a similar expression of His feelings in 
the writings of the Psalmist. His heart was 
in the courts of the Lord. There was not a 
necessity or desire of his soul but found its 
truest satisfaction there. If suffering under 
the disquietude of a troubled and afflicted 
spirit — "his soul melting for heaviness:" 
whatever the expedients to which others had 
recourse, " as for me," saith he, " I will 
come into thy house in the multitude of thy 
mercy : and in thy fear will I worship 
towards thy holy Temple." If " compassed 
about with songs of deliverance:" then 
" would he go unto the altar of God ; unto 

God, his exceeding joy" he would " pay 

his vows unto the Lord in the presence of all 
His people" — he would " take the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord." His soul again might "break for 
the longing it had" unto the divine judg- 
ments : and where could he so refresh himself 
in His testimonies as in the Tabernacle He 
had placed among men : for surely it is thisre 
if any where beneath His habitation in the 
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heavens that He reveals Himself to His 
waiting people ; "majesty and glory, strength 
and beauty, are in the sanctuary," and God 
is very high exalted in the congregation of 
His Saints. 

And now, when the time admonishes me 
to bring these reflections to a close, should 
we not seriously put it to ourselves how far 
we have any sympathy with David's soul in 
his love for the house of the Lord ? I would 
ask, were his thoughts and his afiections 
! misplaced, when, for the very fervent desire 
that he had in his heart, he could say of 
himself, that, for Zion's sake, he " preferred 
Jerusalem above his chief joy?'* There is 
something, dear Brethren, in the grandeur of 
this noble structure that seems to indicate 
communion with his spirit in its loftiest and 
purest aspirations : a willingness to dedicate 
the silver and the gold, and whatever is 
most precious, as men count preciousness, in 
the gifts of His bounty, to beautify the place 
of His Sanctuary. It is well that He has 
given you the heart to manifest this concern 
for His honor. It is a seemly tribute to His 
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praise- And I trust, whatever your previous 
contributions, that your hand will not be 
stayed, till you have put it into the power of 
your highly-gifted and esteemed Vicar, and 
those so honorably associated with him in 
this good work, to announce to you with 
holy thankfulness and joy, that this splendid 
oflTering, the monument of your pious muni- 
ficence, is complete. But David had respect 
to more than the majesty of the material 
Temple. He thought of the God of the 
Temple as He revealed Himself there in 
"the beauty of holiness," and communed 
with His people, through its instructive solem- 
nities, of all that He had done for their souls. 
And is it not for you as you assemble from 
day to day within these hallowed walls, now 
consecrated afresh to His glory, to enquire 
with yourselves what is the frame in which 
you approach the Divine presence and come 
up to the courts of the Lord ? As baptized 
believers, " grafted into the body of Christ's 
Church," you see your calling. Brethren: 
you know the sanctity of such relation : shall 
I "stir up your pure minds by way of 
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remembrance," that, as you would not dis- 
honor that holy name by which you are 
called by an unmeaning profession, your 
hearts must be in harmony with the ordin- 
ances of His Sanctuary : humbled, that is, 
under the sense of your sinfulness, your 
helplessness, your need of a Redeemer : and 
"constrained," with the Apostle, "by the 
love of Christ " to live for Him who died 
for you, adorning the Gospel of God your 
Saviour by a steady and increasing fruitful- 
ness in every good word and work. To some 
among you there are associations of peculiar 
and touching tenderness in the very locality 
of this sacred edifice. Your Fathers wor- 
shipped here. Their confessions and their 
prayers, their vows and their thanksgivings, 
ascended up in the same devout formularies 
from these very altars to the mercy-seat of 
God. And if the destroying hand of time 
had so impaired the fabric of their day, as 
to require that it should be replaced with 
another ; it is not as at the restoration of the 
Jewish Temple, when "the chief of the 
Fathers which were ancient men that had 
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seen the first house, when the foundation of 
the second house was laid before their eyes, 
wept with a loud voice : " you have not to 
mourn over the scantier proportions, the 
fainter beauty, the diminished splendor, of 
your second Temple. We may say in the 
borrowed language of the Prophet, **the 
glory of this latter house is greater than the 
glory of the former :" greater in everything 
on which the devoutest mind may dwell 
with thankfulness and complacency : in the 
consecration of the choicest resources of 
imagination and art, elegance and refine- 
ment, to the service of the Sanctuary ; and 
a nearer approximation to the wants of 
hundreds of immortal souls around it, who 
may here be fed with the Bread which came 
down from heaven, and be nourished unto 
life eternal. 

Nor is it as though a regard to more than 
the mere decencies of public worship must 
detract, as is sometimes injuriously alleged, 
from the spirituality of our worship. It is 
befitting the glory of the Divine Majesty 
that whatever can give elevation and dignity. 
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grace and beauty, to our services should thus 
be tributary to His honor- It is incident to 
this only in common with every human 
arrangement to suflFer from abuse. The 
simplest ordinances are not secure from a 
like perversion. Prayer, however unadorned, 
may equally sink into formalism, and the 
purest ministrations may issue in little more 
than the fleeting sensibility of the moment. 
Whilst therefore, as beings compassed with 
infirmity, we are never so safe but that we 
may with advantage be admonished of our 
danger; we may legitimately use the best 
appliances of taste and harmony to deepen 
the solemnity and invigorate the animation 
of our worship : so long as we assign them 
only their subordinate place, not as the 
substitutes, but as the helps, to devotion: 
so long as, whatever the measure of our care 
to clothe the Tabernacle in glory, our para- 
mount and supreme concern is the fabric of 
the inner man: that through a blessing from 
above, which we have His own assured com- 
mand and promise in Christ Jesus as our 
encouragiement to implore, on the right use 

P3 
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of His holy word and saxsraments, we may 
be " built up a Spiritual house/' a living 
Temple unto God, by "His spirit which 
dwelleth in us." 
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Psalm cinczii, 7, 8, 9. 



" We wUl go into His tabernacle : 

And fall low on our knees before His footstooL 

Arise^ O Lord, into thy resting-place : 

Thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness : 

And let thy saints sing with joyfulness." 



That the words, which fonn the latter part of 
my text, are rightly applicable to the circum- 
stances of Christ's Inheritance, the Church 
hath expressly declared, by her insertion of 
them among the supplications of the Liturgy. 
In the course of morning and evening 
prayer, we are daily enjoined to offer this 
petition, namely, " Endue thy Ministers with 
righteousness, and make thy chosen people 
joyful : " which is but another translation of 
the passage now read. By this adaptation 
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of Scripture^ we are plainly taught, that 
there is a Priesthood in the Christian, no less 
than there was in the Jewish Church ; that 
is, a body of men, set apart, by divine 
appointment, for sacred purposes; for the 
instruction of God's people, for the oflTering 
up of the prayers, the thanksgivings, the 
alms, and the oblations of the faithful, as at 
all times within His Sanctuaries, so more 
especially during the performance of their 
highest function, the celebration of His sacra- 
ments : they being the dispensers of God's 
grace, the visible channels of communication 
between earth and heaven: rightly called 
Priests,* because dedicated to these holy 
offices, which no man may undertake without 
God's commission ; and no less rightly called 
Ministers, because the servants who specially 
wait upon a heavenly Master. We are no 

* It is weU known, that the English word '' Priest" has a two- 
fold meaning : the first being the sacerdotal fiinction in general^ 
the second being the Christian order of Presbyter or Elder. The 
latter is, in fact, rather an epithet of reverence, than a strict title 
of office. In aU ancient lituigies of the Eastern as well as the 
Western Church, the word UpevQ or '* sacerdos " is used ; and of 
this the word '< Priest" as generally used in the Liturgy Is the 
translation. In the Scotch Liturgy it was changed to *' Presbyter/' 
in compliance with the pr^udices of the times. 
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less plainly taught, that the Saints of whom 
the Psalmist speaks, are now represented by 
the great body of Christian men : that elect 
or chosen people of God, who have been 
called to be saints, sanctified by His Holy 
Spirit at Baptism, and by that same Holy 
Spirit daily renewed ; taught by His word, 
and by Him, through His holy ordinances, 
nourished with the bread of life. 

These words, then, contain a supplication 
for the whole body of Christian people. 
Clergy and Laity. And if we make the 
same petition made by the Psalmist, for those 
high blessings of righteousness, and of joy, 
which is the consequence of righteousness, 
we may surely look for that divine answer to 
our prayers, which forms the sequel of the 
Psalm ; and, in full assurance of faith, may 
expect the abundance of those blessings, 
which the Gospel of our Lord hath declared 
to be the portion of His universal Heritage. 

But as the passage now considered is thus 
applicable to the perpetual interests of 
Christ's Church, so does the former part of 
my text legitimately apply to an occasion 
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like that, which has so lately gladdened this 
portion of His flock : to the dedication of a 
house to God's worship. So the chief rulers 
of our own Church have taught us to under- 
stand it; since, in accordance with the senti- 
ment of Christian antiquity, they have 
appointed the Psalm under consideration as 
one of those to be used at the Consecration 
of Churches: a Psalm in which you, my 
brethren, have joined, I am persuaded, in all 
thankfulness and joy of heart, for the work 
now so happily accomplished, and in a spirit 
of hopeful prayer that God may make this 
house His habitation, the place of His peculiar 
presence, even till the day of judgment. To 
revert to the glories of God's great Temple 
once established amongst men, whensoever a 
Christian Temple is raised to His honour, is 
the natural and most laudable impulse 
of every religious mind. And God grant 
that it may ever be so : since we thus not 
only connect our worship with recollections 
the most glorious of the outward majesty 
of sacred things, but we are also reminded 
of the Spiritual Influence, the Divine 
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Presence, which rested upon His ancient 
Sanctuary, and are taught to expect that an 
Influence as holy, but more diffiisive, may 
descend upon every receptacle of the reason- 
able service of the Christian world. 

It shall therefore be my endeavour, in the 
first place, briefly to call your attention to 
the subject matter of this Psalm, and in the 
next, to make such an application of it to 
ourselves, as the Church plainly indicates, 
and to which I would hope the hearts of many 
among you have already willingly responded. 

From the circumstances of the case, and 
from particulars of the context, to which the 
time will not permit me to advert, it seems 
very probable, that the whole of the Psalm 
before us was used by Solomon at the dedi- 
cation of the Temple.* In the fulness of an 

* The principal of these are, 1. The resemblance to Solomon's 
prayer of dedication in 2 Chron. vi, in the mention then made 
(y. 2,) of God's oath to David, in the occurrence of a passage 
(v. 41) identical with a large portion of this Psalm. 2. The 
message of God to Solomon recorded in 1 Kings vi, 12. Com- 
pared with y. 12, of the Psalm. 3. The parallel between the 
issue of the prayer y. 9, of the Psalm) and that of his petition for 
wisdom, 1 Kings, iii, 9. 4. The absence of any ascription of the 
" Song of degrees" to Dayid as its author : which is prefixed 
both to the preceding and the following Psalm. Other particulars 
of internal evidence in favour of the opinion here expressed, would 
require not a note, but an essay. 
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hereditary piety, as yet unestranged, and 
under the inspiration of Him, who, in answer 
to his prayer, had given him every benefit, 
intellectual, spiritual, and temporal, he now 
claims the blessing promised by God to his 
Father David. With all filial reverence and 
tenderness, he calls to mind the pious anxiety 
of that devoted, unselfish, and truly religious 
servant of God, whose highest delight had been 
to frequent the worship of the Tabernacle ; 
whose dearest objectwas to enshrine the Ark in 
ahouse worthy of Him of whose strength it was 
the mysterious seat; and to clothe the divinely 
constituted worship with all the magnificence 
attainable by the vast resources of a most 
royal revenue. And though not permitted to 
complete this work himself, he took pleasure 
in planning it, and in looking forward to its 
future accomplishment by his gifted Son. 
Meantime, one of the most joyful events of 
his life had been, to remove the Ark and 
Tabernacle to a place of greater dignity and 
security than they had occupied heretofore, 
to establish them in his own beloved City, 
and to institute in the shape of a larger 
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portion of the Book of Psalms, a ceremonial 
of prayer and praise, i^hich, to this day re- 
mains to the Church Universal. 

This cherished object had been the matter 
of his waking thoughts, by night as well as 
by day. ** I will not come," saith he, 
"within the tabernacle of mine house, nor 
climb up into my bed : I will not suffer mine 
eyes to sleep, nor mine eyelids to slumber, 
neither the temples of my head to take any 
rest, until I find out a place for the Temple 
of the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God 
of Jacob." This work, fondly contemplated 
by David, his Son now celebrates as com- 
pleted, and is awaiting the divine blessing 
and presence to fulfil the great end for which 
it was undertaken. He proceeds, therefore, 
accompanied by his people, to the couiis sur- 
rounding the Sanctuary; he goes into the | 
precinct of His Tabernacle, and falls low on 
his knees before God's footstool, and utters 
the prayer, " Arise, O Lord, into Thy resting 
place, thou and the Ark of Thy strength." He 
implores the Almighty to come into this place, 

where the manifestation of His Presence was 
Q 
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to rest, over which that supernatural cloud 
was to hang, and to fill the mner Sanctuary 
with a heavenly brightness. But he knew 
that this glorious appearance was no mere 
manifestation of divine power, no mere favour 
granted to His chosen people, in order to raise 
them in the estimation of mankind and of 
themselves. He knew that where God's pre- 
sence is, there must be a holy Influence, the 
dispenser of all righteousness, and peace, 
and joy. For these inestimable benefits, and 
for these alone, he seeks ; and that in such a 
manner, as to shew his humble confidence in 
the sufficiency of God's appointed ordinances. 
Since a priesthood had been set apart, by the 
divine will, for the instruction of the people, 
and for the maintenance of religious worship, 
he prays, that this order of men may be ever 
blessed in their function : that the white gar- 
ments wherewith they were clothed, might 
be sjrmbolical of the spotless innocence and 
holiness of their lives. And since the nation 
over whom he reigned was the chosen people 
of God, he desires that it may have benefit 
from the righteousness of the priesthood; 
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that by the holiness of their example, by the 
diligesQce of their teaching, and by the faith- 
fulness of their appointed ministration, the 
nation at large may be so built up in the love 
and fear of God, as to deserve the name 
of Saints. Then shall they arrive at the 
happy consummation of piety, which is joy; — 
then shall the end of their prayers be thanks- 
giving ; and, in all the fulness of a willing 
heart, they shall be joyful in the Lord, and 
come before His presence with a song, making 
on earth a preparation for the unalloyed and 
interminable praises that are rendered in 
heaven. And this prayer he makes in the 
confidence of a guileless faith. He remem- 
bers the oath of God to David his Father : 
he knows that what He hath promised He 
will perform : At the same time he remem- 
bers that this promise was conditional : that 
its perfect accomplishment depended upon 
the obedience of the children of Israel to the 
covenant and the testimonies which he should 
learn them. Therefore this religious King, 
so far from presumptuously thinking that he 
and they were standing firm, prayed that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



172 



SERMONS. 



they might be kept from falling : and that 
God, the only imparter of righteousness, 
the only source of joy, naight enable them 
to fulfil the prescribed condition. 

Of this prayer, thus humbly made, every 
particular is more than fulfilled by the answer 
of God, recorded in the sequel of the Psalm. 
Our heavenly Father, as He is ever wont, 
answers faithful supplication by more than 
had been asked, and bestows more than the 
wisest of men could desire, — more than the 
best of men could deserve. Solomon had 
called the Temple God's resting place : God 
declares that here shall be His rest for ever : 
that not only shall His might be there 
manifested, but His heavenly love shall be 
exercised : " Hiere will I dwell, for I have a 
delight therein." Solomon had asked, you will 
remark, for no temporal benefits, — ^no outward 
prosperity. He had sought the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness ; but you see how 
to those who seek these things all others 
shall be added. " I will bless her victuals 
with increase : and I will satisfy her poor with 
bread." This is the earnest of that peace and 
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prosperity, so amply brought to pass during 
the reign of Solomon; which, however, 
was but the outward index of those internal 
benefits, sought by the inspired monarchy and 
granted by his God. "I will cl6the her 
priests with salvation: and her saints shall 
shotrt^loud for joy." And so fer from turning 
away from the presence of His Anointed, He 
declares that the house of David shall flourish : 
that He has ordained a lantern for His 
Anointed : that David has been constituted 
the founder of an imperishable kingdom, 
hereafter to be established by the Christ, the 
Anointed of God : who should be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of His 
people Israel. 

And with His people God did in very truth 
keep His covenant for His servant David's 
sake ; inasmuch as from his family our bles- 
sed Saviour according to the flesh did spring. 
But unhappily the conditions, upon which 
their temporal prosperity depended were 
broken : and it is with a feeling of awe and 
melancholy inexpressible, that every religious 
mind must contemplate the reversal of that 

Q3 
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glorious picture presented by this Psalm, 

when this, favoured king, once so wise, 

forsook the way of his God ; fell into, or, at 

least, tolerated and sanctioned a childish 

idolatry ; broke the covenant revealed to his 

Father, and disregarded the testimonies taught 

him so abundantly by the wisdom from on 

high : when this Temple, the habitation of 

the Almighty, was forsaken for the worship 

of Devils : when the robe of righteousness 

was sullied, and, in consequence, the song of 

joy was interrupted, and the voice of strife 

and dissension was heard: when those 

brethren who had dwelt at unity were set at 

variance, and this well compacted kingdom 

was rent asunder by the successful rebellion 

of an impious faction. And inconsolable 

indeed would be such reflections, were it not 

that we have strong grounds for believing, 

that it pleased God to let this erring king 

repent in his old age, and turn his heart 

again to divine wisdom, and to the service 

of his Creator, of which the Book of Eccle- 

siastes is an ample evidence. Still, my 

brethren, how dreadful was the consequence 
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of his transgression ! The greater portion of 
the nation was estranged from their rightful 
sovereign, from the sway of the house of 
David, and subjected to the flagitious rule 
of Ahab, and to a race of most wicked kings : 
they were alienated from their national wor- 
ship, from the divine ordinances : they were 
degraded both politically, socially and religi- 
ously; they were led into captivity; they 
were dispersed ; and to this day we know 
not what becamie of them ; and for aught we 
can tell, God to this very hour visits their 
oflPences with the rod, and their sin with 
scourges. And this, for the transgression of 
one man, and that man the most gifted, the 
most wise, the most powerful, in every way 
the most prosperous, that had ever lived ; 
a man too, (and this more nearly concerns 
us,) who had once prayed fervently, nay, 
whose highest delight had been God*s 
service : whose inspired words and wisdom 
yet teach the Church : yet even he fell, and 
in his tremendous fall involved the ruin 
of millions. And why was this ? Because 
doubtless he failed in praying for God*s 
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giaee day by day. Had his prayers, so \?ell 
begtm, «o «mply prospored at the fiTst, been 
persevered in, he would have stood, ujdield 
unassailably by the might o£ Heaven : but 
either his prosperity dazzled Ixim^ or the 
world had invaded his heart, and by degrees 
got entire possession of it : or else pride had 
tempted him to trust to his own strength and 
wisdom ; or all these motives combined had 
made him neglect the fervent petition for 
righteousness and religious joy, which must 
be continued to the last, or all that is past 
will avail us nothing. 

But, wherefore do I bring to your notice 
this dismal termination of a reign so auspici- 
ously begun ? Why wander from the subject 
so appropriate to the present festival, and 
damp the joy of those who have raised a 
Sanctuary to God's service, by speaking of 
desecration and apostacy, instead of dwelling 
on the beautiful order of the Temple worship, 
which you would here fain imitate, and make 
perpetual amongst you? My brethren, it 
is because the Sanctuary has been raised so 
auspiciously, that I would warn you against 
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any possible forfeiture hereafter of the benefits 
you now enjoy, through that successful 
triumph of those sins which so easily beset 
all men. In proportion to the delight which 
every rightly disposed heart must feel at your 
zeal, at the fervency of your devotion, at your 
charity, so indisputably shewn by this newly 
erected House of God, and by the worship so 
ftiUy celebrated by you within it; in propor- 
tion to the affectionate sympathy for the 
unwearied diligence manifested by so many 
among you for God's service, which every 
Catholic Christian must entertain: in the 
same proportion must a deep solicitude be 
felt, lest, by the common hinderances of 
human nature, the godly motions of your 
heart may be perverted, or this work of your 
hands be frustrated in its due effect, of pro- 
moting the edification of God's people. I 
speak, indeed, from no misgiving, arising 
from any circumstances peculiar to your- 
selves. Far from this. If ever there was hope- 
ful promise of advance in all Christian virtue, 
surely this place affords it. I am persuaded 
that God's Holy Spirit is among you, pros- 
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pering your good works, and inciting you to 
enterprises yet more extended, — if possible, 
more holy : but I speak fix)m the apprehen- 
sion of the common weakness of human 
nature, against which the best must be ever 
on their guard: from the persuasion, that 
pride, and strife, and dissension, are the con- 
stant assailants of this Church militant, which, 
unless resisted by God's grace, are certain to 
prevail : that zeal and charity have ever a 
tendency to grow cold, unless renewed by 
faithful and systematic recurrence to the 
enlivening influence from on high: that 
Faith, the fundamental principle of all reli- 
gion, is a principle repugnant and alien to 
man's nature : that it requires to be sustained 
by perpetual prayer ; and that if it be ever 
relaxed, despondency on the one hand, and 
presumption on the other, will step in, and 
push it aside, take possession of the soul, and 
lead it on to ruin. Can it then be out of 
place to intreat of you to sustain that prin- 
ciple of unceasing dependence on God's 
Almighty power, that reality of prayer ; that 
diligent recurrence to the ordinances which 
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give to the Church her life : so that this well- 
instructed and well-disciplined zeal, now 
burning so bright amongst you, may shine 
with an undiminished, with an increasing 
flame, and that men may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven ? 
It is surely from no insulated or local feeling, 
that I would express a solicitous desire, that 
you, to whom the attention, not of this Church 
and country only, but of the most distant 
portion of Christ's Church has been of late 
so signally called, may afibrd, in all things 
pertaining to God's external and internal 
worship, the benefit of a holy, influential, and 
most blessed example. 

For it -^ impossible to look at this goodly 
structure, emulous of times when knowledge 
indeed was less abundant among us than 
now, but when the spirit of devotion far 
exceeded that of our day : it is impossible to 
look at this, and to consider the whole design 
and method of this Sanctuary, without 
reflecting, on the one hand with an earnest 
hopefulness, on the great instrument placed 
in your hands by Divine Providence, for the 
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furtherance of all spiritual good: on that 
complete and magnificent theory of divine 
worship, which such means, rightly used and 
sustained may realize; and on the other hand, 
of the deep responsibility you have incurred, 
of the pledge you have given in the sight of 
the Church, to do all, to the uttermost of 
your power, for the honour of His name. 
Shall that pledge then be fulfilled ? Alas, 
my brethren, how often has a zeal like yours 
been extinguished ! Think how many awful 
instances there are, your own neighbourhood 
will afford you a memorable example,* of 
Sanctuaries once raised in piety not inferior 
to your own, flourishing for many ages in 
the maintenance of God's service, yet now 
abandoned to utter ruin, it is to be feared, in 
consequence of God's judgment upon misused 
advantages, a corrupted faith, a secularized 
spirit, a charity grown cold! Or take in- 
stances which come more home to us, as 
nearer our own experience, and afforded to us 
by the too frequent evidence of our senses : 
those many Churches, I mean, adorned by 

♦ Kirkstall Abbey. 
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the overflowing piety of ancient times, with 
all the graces of a most religious architecture, 
which have suffered mutilation or neglect, 
through the fearful callousness of the age 
just gone by: a neglect but symptomatic 
of the disuse of divine ordinances, of the 
infrequency of Communion, of the abandon- 
ment of daily prayer. Consider this circum- 
stance, and I know that your hearts would 
be grieved indeed to think that this place 
in which we now worship, should ever mourn 
under like calamities : that here God's Altar 
should be forsaken, that the daily service, 
which for aught we know, may have been the 
preservative of this nation from utter ruin, 
should cease to be celebrated, or frequented: 
that this fabric should become hereafter a 
mere gazing stock for the curious, a mere 
study for the antiquary, a silent record that | 
religion had once existed in this place, and | 
that, like some worldly fashion, it had had 
its day. Nay, would you less grieve were it 
to happen, that though the form of godliness 
was preserved, its power had departed : that 
though God's praise was still sung, as now, 
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according to the ancient order of the Church, 
its performance had become an idle and life- 
less ceremony, kept up by men of secular 
lives, and of mercenary motives, and not as 
now it surely is, rendered, not by your lips 
only, but by your understanding and your 
heart ? Could you bear to think, that the 
Holy Communion now in this place offered 
to the faithful with a primitive frequency, 
as the greatest means of grace, was to become 
so unfrequented, as to render a recurrence to 
the monthly usage excusable or necessary ; 
and was to be regarded as a mere cold com- 
memoration, to be neglected or used according 
to the private judgment of each individual ? 
On these, and like topics I might enlarge : 
but it is needless. Enough to remind you 
that all these calamities are not only possible, 
but certain, unless those who now worship 
here, realize and with a systematic energy 
act up to the professions they have so lately 
made, and have exhibited to the world : 
unless they perpetually keep before them a 
recollection, that this, and every place set 
apart to God's worship, is His Tabernacle^ 
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no less real than was His Temple at Jerusa- 
lem : that here is His resting place : that 
this Christian Altar is the Ark of His strength : 
and living under this awful persuasion, make 
it their earnest prayer, that His priests may 
be clothed with righteousness, as that His 
chosen people may be joyfiiL 

If faith be thus allowed to have her per- 
fect work : if prayer be thus perseveringly 
made, then indeed, the zeal which with the 
unstable would soon evaporate, becomes a 
steady and energetic principle : then charity, 
or love, is no longer a momentary impulse, 
but the very bond of peace ; a sevenfold cord, 
which binds the Church together : then it is 
known and felt, how kindly, how cordial, 
how lasting, how indissoluble, is the relation- 
ship of Christian brotherhood, of that family 
of Christ, which has been cemented by His 
ordinances. And, my brethren, if you be 
determined, not as mere citizens of this 
prosperous and wealthy place, not as mere 
co-operators in a work that may reflect credit 
on you, but as brethren in Christ, to per- 
severe in holy prayers, in good thoughts, 
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and in just works, which are the fruit of 
these, be assured that no one thing under- 
taken by you in God's name but must 
prosper. Whether according to the plan 
contemplated by you, it matters not: but 
certainly, either directly or indirectly, now 
or presently; in some way or other He 
will bring to good everything undertaken in 
His name. Be determined so to second the 
godly-wishes and the untiring zeal of him, 
whom God hath set over you as your Pastor, 
that this Sanctuary may be, in every par- 
ticular, an example to other Parochial 
Churches. There are many among you, 
I well know, with whom it has been the 
constant thought and beloved occupation 
to forward the erection of this Church. 
They have looked forward with joy to its 
dedication to God's service, and to them I 
would fain believe that solemn ceremony 
was among the most joyful events of their 
lives. Let then but the same spirit incite 
all of you, my brethren, which to them was 
the principle of action : and you may be 
assured that it will be in your power to 
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secure to this place for ever, (as far as man 
can do) permanence in its well compacted 
fabric, and perfection and perpetuity to 
the worship celebrated by willing ministers 
within its walls. 

That this is an age of unexampled energy 
in all secular designs, is notorious to all. 
We have all seen, and daily witness what 
combination and perseverance can perform. 
To mention but one out of many instances : 
in order to meet that very subordinate and 
comparatively insignificant object of more 
rapid communication, of saving a few hours 
in travel, what immense labours have been 
undertaken, what works, rivalling the me- 
morials of Egyptian kings have been brought 
to completion ! What then may not be 
done, in things spiritual, when once man has 
apprehended the power and the resources 
which the Christian brotherhood may wield; 
and the great and eternal ends for which it 
ought to labour. Could men believe in the 
energy of Christian love: could they be 
indeed persuaded of the stability which the 
principle of Catholic union can give to all 
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friendships, to family and social ties, to 
political institutions, how it can promote the 
concord of nations, and the harmony of the 
world : if, I say, men could be persuaded of 
this, it is to be hoped that we should hear of 
no other bonds of social union but those 
which Christ has prescribed : and we should 
then see that united family, with an energy 
irresistible, employing the wealth, the talents, 
and that greatest appliance, the time, which 
He has bestowed upon men, towards the 
advancement of His kingdom. And are 
these vain words ? There has been ample 
evidence, my brethren, of late, of the 
reality of this energetic principle, to which 
you, blessed be God, have responded. For, 
was it from any mere ordinary impulse of 
kindness and hospitality; from the mere 
respect for personal virtue and abilities, that 
so cordial a welcome was here given to those 
Christian pastors of a distant land, who have 
just departed from among us, and have had 
this day your prayers ? No : it was because 
in the persons of these ineh you knew that 
you were drawing closer the ties of Christian 
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fellowship, and associating yourselves with a 
remote, but beloved branch of your Master's 
Church. Let then this principle be now 
enlarged: as your hearts now so expand 
towards the members of that Church in 
other lands, as to consider them connected 
with ourselves by a tie more powerful than 
that of kindred or of country ; so let it reach 
forward to the future, and provide, as far as 
human foresight may, for the benefit of 
future generations : that thus your gifts and 
endowments to this House of God may con- 
cur with your prayers, and your example, 
towards benefitting future generations, and 
the Church of England, and the Church of 
Christ at large. 

In the hope, then, that the spirit of faith, 
of prayer, of perseverance is so established 
among you, as to forward the great end 
of Christian love, let me now briefly call 
your attention to the great advantages here 
aflforded you for worshipping God according 
to the true spirit and intent of the Church 
of England, And first, I riaust speak of 
matters, which the careless are iapt to consider 
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as mere externals. But to such an appella- 
tion they can never be lightly limited, so 
long as the human reason and human affec- 
tions are influenced by those arts, which God's 
wisdom has taught to man, and which are 
themselves channels of ideas to the mind. 
We are told in Holy Writ that even in 
Heaven these externals shall have place : 
therefore let us beware how we despise or 
neglect them upon earth. It cannot, then, 
be out of place to remind you, that a most 
scrupulous regard has been had, in the con- 
struction and arrangement of this Temple, 
to ancient precedent, to those usages of 
Christian Antiquity, which our own Church 
has expressly sanctioned : that so, by the 
orderly appropriation, according to fixed 
principles, of various places to the various 
divine offices, the devotions of the people 
may be taught to run in a regular channel ; 
that the different methods and kinds of 
prayer and praise may be duly discriminated, 
and exhibited in their proper colours and 
relief, to the heart and intellect. And not 
only this : but (what is a far higher consider* 
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ation, in fact the important one of all) that 
God may be waited on in His House with all 
the solemn form and reverent attention due 
to a Name so holy, to a Majesty so high. 

Hence it is, that the Christian Altar, that 
Holy Table where the death of our blessed 
Lord is specially commemorated, and whence 
the symbols of His holy sacrifice are dispensed, 
receives, both in its position and in its 
adornments, the honor due to the most 
sacred part of the edifice. Hence it is, that 
those who more specially attend upon divine 
service are placed nearer that more holy 
place : the inferior ministers occupying a 
lower position than the clergy, a higher one 
than the rest of the laity. Hence in the 
performance of the more solemn deprecation 
of evil, and supplication for the Church 
universal, I mean in the Litany, the ancient 
usage is observed at a place specially appoint- 
ed for the purpose, like that of the ministers 
of the ancient Jewish Church, when they 
wept between the Porch and the Altar. 
Hence a more marked and specific provision 
for the reading of God's holy word. These, 
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and all such particulars, carefully gathered 
from the authorized practice of the Church, 
have in this place been studiously attended 
to: from a firm persuasion, that all such 
regulations in ancient times were wisely 
ordered: that those who fixed them well 
understood at once the requirements due to 
God's honor, and the exigencies of man's 
nature, ever liable to be influenced by 
external things. And it is to be feared, that 
the rash abolition of such observances, or the 
indolent neglect of them, may have tended, 
further perhaps than we can imagine, to the 
neglect of more internal and essential things. 
Buty to pass from these auxiliaries and 
accessaries of devotion, and from that noble 
architecture which is stamped with a cha- 
racter eminently sacred, and from those 
brightening accompaniments in which, within 
due bounds. Catholic piety has ever delighted, 
I would now mention, (the time will not 
permit me to do more than barely name,) 
those essential advantages, which regard the 
very inmost spirit of divine worship, and 
which have here been so largely provided for. 
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That frequency and fulness of all sacred 
offices, securing the performance of every 
sanctifying and edifying rite prescribed by 
the Church of England, as often as she 
enjoins their use : and more especially for 
that glad return to primitive usage, in the 
celebration of the Holy Communion, as 
often as the Church calls upon you to keep 
festival ; as often as the first day of the week 
returns, calling on us to rise with Him who 
suffered for us ; as often as those days come 
round, which are commemorative of our 
blessed Lord's several achievements for our 
salvation, in His own person, or in the acts 
of those who were, under Him, the planters 
and founders of His Church. In a word, 
while, without these walls, the private 
ministration of the Church, the comfort and 
counsel of her ministers are brought to your 
very doors; within them, you are invited 
and encouraged to use every means of grace, 
and to approach nearer to His Presence, 
who is the righteousness of His priests, 
and the joy of His chosen people. 

My brethren, there is no mistaking the 
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symptoms that have accompanied this happy 
season, this jojrful festival. Blessed be God, 
the tide of true Christian devotion is setting 
in: God is turning the captivity of our 
hearts, as the rivers of the South : and it 
becomes us to praise Him for this His work ; 
for it is plainly His. It remains for you 
to cherish His oflTered grace, to improve this 
golden opportunity, to mature the good 
suggestions imparted to you by His Holy 
Spirit, to forward the work you have begun, 
to maintain that fight against self-indulgence, 
pride, and all worldly principles, which by 
your very raising of this house, by your very 
consent to the excellent order established 
here, you have engaged to maintain. Let 
this place then, be the cherished habitation 
of your thoughts, the beloved scene of 
your prayers and thanksgivings: so that 
strengthened by those prayers, and animated 
by that thankful Spirit, you may be encou- 
raged and enabled to maintain God's glory 
here, and to enjoy in this earthly temple a 
foretaste of the service in the Sanctuary 
that is above. But in order to this, be in 
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earnest, my brethren, have faith, and per- 
severe. 

But while I. thus hopefully address you 
all,* I would now more especially direct a 
few words to those whose voluntary zeal has 
led them, in the true spirit of primitive piety, 
to draw nearer to God's altar, and to mark 
by the white garments which they have 
rejoiced to assume, the sacred duty they have 
undertaken, and their readiness to assist the 
clergy in the more immediate service of God. 
I can testify with a grateful heart, that the 
service of harmonious praise and prayer, to 
which you have undertaken to devote your- 
selves, has had its origin in no other spirit 
than that which has raised this temple, which 
has filled it with these dense and unprece-r 
dented congregations. I am fully persuaded 
that no purely secular object could have 
incited you to aim at that skill in a diffi- 
cult and intricate art, which has already 
within a short period of time been so suc- 
cessfully attained. You have been guided 

* Allusion is here made to the newly formed choir of the Parish 
Church at Leeds, composed, in a large proportion, of voluntary 
members. 

S 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 SERMONS. 



by a fervent desire of dedicating, in this, as 
in all other respects, the best of man's 
endowments and faculties to the worship of 
Him who has bestowed them ; and who has 
bestowed them that they may be sanctified. 
There has been in this instance, that same 
persevering diligence, which, in this favoured 
place, has dedicated the hours commonly 
allotted to recreation from laborious employ- 
ment, to the visiting of the poor of Christ's 
flock, and all such offices of Christian love. 
Or rather, I should say, the service of God 
has to you become your recreation ; and your 
happiest leisure is that which you can devote 
to the good of His creatures, and to the praise 
of His name. But, my brethren, I beseech 
you to remember that this task, though 
voluntary, when once undertaken, may not 
be lightly or carelessly gone through. It 
must be maintained in a heedful, recollected, 
modest, and obedient spirit. There is no 
human art, (what thing human is there?) 
that is not beset by snares : and in the same 
proportion that the arts which adorn human 
life are of a refined and exalted nature, in 
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the very same they are liable to abuse, from 
the vanity, and the numerous passions 
incident to human nature. It is in your 
power, with God's blessing, to set an example 
in this respect, as in all others, to many other 
Churches of England, and to be behind none 
of them, at least in devotion and rever^ice; 
but believe me, that if you relax in your 
prayers to God for His assistance to hallow 
this service of yours, you will infallibly fall 
into temptation : and that which was rightly 
instituted by the piety of ancient times for 
the adornment of God's worship, will become 
one of its chiefest hindrances. Be ever 
mindful, then, in whose presence you are 
standing ; what words those are to which you 
are taught to give the most solemn expression. 
Remember that for these words, (for they are 
your prayers, they are addresses to Almighty 
God :) for these you must give account at 
the day of judgment, if you suffer them to 
become mere expressions of course, if you 
repeat them without meaning : if your lives 
contradict the utterance of your lips : and 
for the bad influence that such hypocrisy or 
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blasphemy may have on the minds of others, 
you will hereafter be fearfully responsible, 
as the perverters of your brethren. 

These few words of necessary caution, 
naturally suggested by the occasion, are not, 
I repeat, spoken in any spirit of misgiving. 
It is our duty to hope the best : indeed, it 
were ungrateful towards God's providence, 
who has hitherto so blessed you, to indulge 
in any disheartening doubt. But your con- 
sciences and experience must tell you, that 
all men have frequent need of being reminded 
of the necessity for prayer, and for the devout 
and diligent seeking of heavenly grace ; and 
the greater the affection for those who have 
provided for God's worship, as you have 
done, the more earnest must be the solici- 
tude lest you should in any wise fall away. 
May God, then, hear those prayers which 
an assembly of Clergy, more numerous 
than has been congregated in our times on 
such an occasion, has offered up for your 
welfare, and for the prosperity of this house : 
to which the presence of so many venerable 
Fathers of the Church has given a sanction ! 
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May He hear the aspirations which, through- 
out the extent of this favoured land, have 
been raised for the success of that great 
example set by you : aspirations in which 
distant Churches through the whole extent 
of the Anglo-Catliolic Communion join ! 
You are as a city set upon a hill : you cannot 
be hid. May, therefore, your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven ! May your endeavours be the means 
of turning many to righteousness, and of 
enlarging and stablishing His Kingdom! 
Yea, do thou, O God, arise into this Thy 
resting place, Thou and the ark of Thy 
strength: and here, and in every place 
dedicated to Thy name, let Thy Priests be 
clothed with Thy righteousness, and let Thy 
Saints throughout all places of Thy dominion 
shout aloud for joy. 
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Acts i, 6. 

** Lordy wilt Thou at thii time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel?" 



Such was the question of our Lord's Apostles, 
when His resurrection from the dead had 
given an infallible proof that their belief in 
His power had not been unfounded. This in- 
quiry sprung from a principle deeply rooted 
in the heart of man. Wavering, as they then 
did, between that better knowledge of the 
ancient covenant, to which our Lord had 
introduced them, and the carnal notions of 
their Jewish brethren, their hearts were 
filled with the thought of that great change 
in the order of things which they believed 
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to be approaching. Their belief was well 
founded; but its ready hold upon their 
affections shows man's natural tendency to 
such conceptions, — a tendency which is 
built upon two foundations, as opposite in 
their nature as they are alike in their im- 
portance, — selfishness, and public spirit. 
Both of these principles lead men to look 
forward with hope to the notion of some 
great change ; of some grand remedy for 
the evils of the world; of some mighty 
alteration in the system of life. The base, 
who are led by selfishness, expect that such 
a change will minister to their individual 
advantage, while public blessings are expected 
by the energetic few, who are actuated by a 
more generous spirit. 

This expectation of some great revolution 
for the better in the state of this world's 
fortunes, it has pleased God to encourage 
in two ways — ^both in the Church and in 
the world — ^by revelation, and by Providence. 
In the Church, men have been encouraged by 
prophecy to expect an improvement of that 
system which was beheld in earlier ages • . . a 
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reign of peace, the increase of happiness, the 
overthrow of Satan, the establishment of Zion 
have been its favourite topics. " It shall 
come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's House shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills, and all 
nations shall flow unto it/' 

And the conclusions to which such predic- 
tions would conduct us have been suggested 
or confirmed by the course of the world's 
history. Witness those mighty empires, 
which have stretched at a stride across the 
stage of time, and linked together the 
fortunes of mankind, from the building of 
Babel to the present hour. During that 
vast interval but four leading nations have 
predominated, and the system of modem 
Europe is but the lingering decline of that 
fourth power of Rome, which " was, and is 
not, and yet is." Now the connexion of the 
history of different tribes, from their subjec- 
tion to these central powers, the opportunity 
which this connexion has given to the 
designs of ambitious conquerors, and the 
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view which it has presented of man's history 
as brought before us in one mighty picture, 
has encouraged the notion that all things 
were coming to a head, that the course of 
events made up a whole, would have a final 
consummation; that men might look for 
some public and national change, as closing 
the entanglement of earthly politics. 

Thus, both in the Church and the world, 
both by prophecy and providence, have men 
been led to the expectation of great events. 
This has been the common feeling of worldly 
conquerors, whose ambition has been to found 
an empire, to produce a permanent change 
in the course of things, and to be remembered 
by then* institutions. Such was the feeling of 
King Nebuchadnezzar, when he looked forth 
upon (he splendour which he had created. — 
" Is not this great Babylon, that I have built 
for the house of the kingdom, by the might of 
my power and for the honour of my majesty." 
Even the feelings of the Apostles appear 
to have been too much borrowed from the 
same worldly principles, and they met, there- 
fore, with rebuke from that mild and merci- 
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fill instructor who had emptied Himself of 
His glory, and taken upon Him the form 
of a servant^ that He might be obedient unto 
death. The followers of Him who was meek 
and lowly of heart, whose kingdom was 
not of this world, — ^it became not jthenx to 
be intoxicated with visions of earthly great- 
ness. You will remember well what a severe 
lesson was read to the proud Chaldaean, in 
whom the first of this world^s empires had 
reached its pitch of splendour; as well as 
the example which the history of Babylon 
affords of the frail and precarious nature 
of all earthly greatness. And this would 
be a sufficient reason why men should not 
anchor their hope upon the stability of 
worldly power. 

But it may be observed further, that even 
while the institutions of this world endure, 
they are often unsuccessful, and that they 
defeat men's hope not merely by their 
unexpected fall, but by their continued im- 
perfection. Take for example the schemes 
of enterprising men for the increase of 
national wealth and greatness. By these 
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means the British people has acquired the 
predominance, which it has pleased God to 
give it, among the inhabitants of the world. 
Those who have been instrumental in its 
attainment, though actuated often by a desire 
of individual wealth, are yet regarded as 
national benefactors. Hence have Watt and 
Arkwright statues to their honour no less 
than Newton and Howard. And yet what 
are the consequences of the singular com- 
mercial prosperity of Great Britain? A 
countless population — ^vast wealth in the 
hands of some, with total indigence among 
others — ^and hence on the one hand pride, 
fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness, 
with want, ignorance, and dissatisfaction on 
the other. These things are the*result of that 
very power and greatness, which has raised 
the British name to distinction among the 
nations. And I conclude, therefore, that the 
ambition of earthly grandeur is to be viewed 
with the more distrust, because not only is 
it in its existence so precarious, but so un- 
certain also in its effects. 

This, then, was the feeling which mixed. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMONS. 205 



indeed, and elevated by higher views, floated 
before the minds of the Apostles. They 
desired that the world's advancement, which 
they had been led to expect, should be 
brought about through the nation with which 
they were connected. 

And now having spoken of the nature of 
this feeling, and of its deep root in man's 
mind ; of the countenance which it has met 
with both from God's providence and from 
His word ; let me proceed to shew you how 
well it harmonizes with the common senti- 
ment of those masses of men, whom, as I 
said, the commercial prosperity of our land 
\ has brought together. Its appearance among 
them, even as it did in ancient times, is the 
best proof that it is rooted in the nature of 
our being. Now need we go far to discover 
I that among the artizans of this great country t 
there is an expectation and demand for some 
change in the order of things, by means 
whereof they may receive benefit ? What is 
"the New Moral World" of the Socialist, 
what " the Charter of the working classes," 
but a cry for some great improvement, which 
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shall introduce among them blessings un- 
known before ? They have a firm belief that 
there may be such a set of institutions as may 
bind man to man; may give peace and 
comfort to the afilicted, and enable the 
successful to feel that they have a place in 
the world ; may raise the lowest from con- 
tempt, and restrain the highest under a willing 
bondage. Something it clearly must be, 
which can correct men*s selfish passions, can 
make each feel for all, can find room for 
every one of God's creatures, can unite them 
into one blessed body and think none too 
mean for its regard. How all this is to be 
effected they can scarce divine, — ^they know 
not the manner of the coming kingdom, 
but they wait for something which shall at 
once give deliverance from the evils which 
oppress the destitute, and from the gnawing 
satiety which afflicts the abundant. For this 
both one and other, whether in express words, 
or in the inarticulate language of a sullen 
discontent, cry aloud. This is the meaning 
of their sudden outbreaks, their headstrong 
turbulence, their silent resistance. Translated 
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into words, it means (though oftentimes they 
themselves know it not,) that they look for 
something which is to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of men ; but are ignorant where to find it. 
They suppose, therefore, that a revolution in 
the social system, and the coming in of a 
diflPerent age, must needs work their good. 
Thus it is that the lower class of human 
beings complains like a dumb creature rather 
by its acts than its words. " For the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now." 

Now if this complaint of the lower class of 
persons among us be altogether ill-founded, if 
it come merely from some temporary disar- 
rangement of the heads of society, from some 
local distress or individual perverseness, we 
need not doubt that it will be removed by the 
ordinary medicaments. But if it have some 
deeper root, if for example it should be well 
founded, if there should be some real evil, 
which requires to be allayed, some putrid 
sore, which infects the very heart of society, — 
then nothing but a complete change can re- 
store health to the body of the Constitution. 
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Consider then what it is, which by these 
persons is demanded. They tell us that they 
are persuaded that the mass of men might 
be far happier than they are ; that order and 
peace, safety and concord, mutual trust and 
good-will, might take place of the contention, 
unkindness and dishonesty which is every- 
where so abundant. For a reign of peace like 
this they are clamouring. They ask why the 
race of men should be subjected to so many 
unnecessary ills. For the sake of humanity, 
for the sake of order, — for our own sakes if 
not for theirs — ^they intreat us to contribute to 
the establishment of so many blessings. Now 
they are ignorant, it may be, how these 
things are to be eflPected, but is the desire in 
itself so utterly unreasonable? Is it not 
natural that peace, order, unity and love 
should be coveted ? Can we blame them 
for being dissatisfied if such blessings are 
attainable, and yet not possessed. 

But, it may be said, such things are not 
attainable. Yet do we not ourselves daily 
witness that we think they are ? What mean 
the words which we this morning uttered. 
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** O God, who art the author of peace and 
lover of concord, — ^whoee service is perfect 
freedom," unless we suppose that peace, 
concord, and freedom are blessings which 
were intended for the sons of men ? Again, 
why have we prayed to-night that " all who 
profess and call themselves Christians might 
hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life," unless 
we suppose that there are corresponding 
advantages which are accessible to " all sorts 
and conditions of men." But in truth is not 
this the very principle of the Church of 
Christ ? Does it not profess to come forth 
with its lap filled with blessings for the poor ? 
Does it not declare that whereas the world 
around is cold, waste, and inhospitable, here 
there is shelter aflforded for the drooping spirit, 
a home for loneliness and want. The wealth 
of this world is of neceissity confined to a 
few — here every one may have a part. From 
worldly honours the many must needs be 
excluded — ^but what limit is there to the 
number of God's saints ? Beforetime ignor- 
ance and sin overspread the Qarth ; but now 

T3 
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the order of the moral universe had been 
altered, and that "new moral world," of 
which the Socialist idly dreams, has already 
been bestowed. And are we to be told that 
the depth of sin is too profound to penetrate — 
its darkness incapable of being illumined* 
Is it not the peculiar feature of God's grace 
that there is nothing which it cannot trans- 
form ? Is anything harder than man's heart, 
and has not God's grace often triumphed in 
its recovery? Have not then the mighty 
masses of our country some ground for 
dissatisfaction, when they hear us declare 
that the reign of peace, unity, and order is 
already come, and know that they themselves 
j have not experienced its blessings. Who 
can want it more than they? By whom 
are stronger temptations experienced ? Who 
stand in greater need of the hopes of another 
state of being ? 

But, it may be said, who excludes them 
from these hopes? Has not the grace of 
God, which bringeth salvation to all men, 
appeared? Against them Christ's Church 
is not closed. It is true. But, brethren, is 
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it to any merit of ours that we owe our 
own admission into that blessed society? 
Did we travel beyond the sea to bring the 
converter of the nations to our coasts ? Was 
not the heart of devout men stirred within 
them to raise our fathers from the ignorance 
of a slavish superstition ? Did not a holy 
Bishop, from a distant land, conceive and 
execute the design of converting our ancestors? 
And, when we were ourselves launched into 
the shores of light, did we seek Christ's 
truth, or were we sought by it ? Did we 
come of our own will to Christ, or did He 
not in our infancy bestow upon us His 
baptismal grace ? Was it not from the rule 
of fathers and the aflPection of mothers, that 
T^e were led on to know and value the laws 
of Christ? And why should we apply a 
law to others, from which we ourselves have 
been exempted? Why should we require the 
mighty mass, which labours in our cities, 
living, as it does, in the constant eflPbrt to 
drive the monster, poverty, from its doors, to 
discover and obtain for itself those blessings, 
which to us, came without our search ? 
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Now, has the British nation acted thus ? 
Assuredly it has not. You, my brethren, 
see among you, it is true, this glorious 
edifice, which I view with the more interest, 
because it reminds me, not merely of the 
opportunities of the rich, but of the munifi- 
cence of the poor. God has stirred your 
hearts within you to provide a place for His 
public worship, which may bear testimony 
as well to the religious advantages which 
you possess, as to the wealth which He has 
put into your hands. You will to-day, I 
know, consummate your work, and come 
forward according to your means, to fill up 
that which is yet lacking, for the completion 
of this majestic monument of your zeal. 
But, what efforts have been made, on any 
national scale, to win over the inhabitants 
of our factories to the Church of Christ? 
What has England, wealthy, enlightened, 
I would say religious England, done for the 
great mass of its manufacturing poor. The 
Churches built and endowed of old by the 
liberality of individuals remain, and we have 
not far to seek would we see their effect 
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upon the heart of the nation ; but the great 
masses, which have assembled together, 
have been left in a great measure to the 
ignorance and vice of their nature. This 
is not the time and place to recount by 
millions, the spiritual destitution of the poor. 
But, I beseech you to remember, that if 
you have done a good work in raising this 
Temple to the service of God, (a work, which 
to-night I entreat you to prosecute,) yet 
that you are verily guilty respecting your 
brethren, unless you demand, by every 
lawful method, that religious instruction 
for your fellow-countrymen, which even 
in your own town and neighbourhood is 
so heinously deficient. 

The first means is to call upon the rulers 
of our country, to make public provision 
that this Christian nation, shall, at least, as 
far as its opportunities go, be a nation of 
Christians. The next step, and that without 
which the first will never be felt to be a 
serious demand, is to contribute liberally 
from your own resources to abate an evil 
which, perhaps, you cannot altogether des- 
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troy. Every temple which is built and 
endowed for God's worship is a fresh argu- 
ment for the sincerity of that demand, which 
claims religious opportunities for our people, 
as well as a fresh means of influence for the 
Church's cause. Thus it is, that the limits 
of Christendom are to be enlarged, amidst 
the half-pagan population of some portions of 
Great Britain. 

And here, I cannot suppress the hope 
which I entertain, from that very effort which 
has been so successfully made by you, in this 
place. When I see this edifice, reared and 
adorned with something of the liberality of 
early times ; when I behold it trodden with 
the frequent feet of such numerous wor- 
shippers ; when I hear the loud Amen poured 
forth like the response of the Church of old 
in confirmation of our accordant petitions, 
I see here a ready answer to that unbelief, 
which would deny that the Church of Christ 
i can encounter the emergencies of our day, and 
wrestle with the mighty mass of a teeming 
population. For this place, where the tide 
of life has set in with its mightiest current, 
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is the very spot where a spectacle has been 
displayed, such as the Church of Christ on 
this soil has perhaps never witnessed. So 
large a body of Her clergy, headed by such 
reverend Fathers from distant lands, attended 
by so vast a crowd of lay worshippers, and 
oflPering up their united supplications with 
all the solemnity, yet with all the simplicity 
of early days. Does it not recal the language 
of this evening's lesson, " Surely there was 
not holden such a passover from the days of 
the judges that judged Israel," And in the 
thought of such an holy solemnity may we 
not naturally return to the anticipation of 
the Apostles, " Lord, wilt Thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel ?" For 
why should not Christ's Church, God's true 
Israel, be in reality possessed of Her just 
meed of empire? Why should she not in 
this place and country put on Her beautiful 
gannents, and be endowed, as She ought, 
with the affections of mankind ? The 
response which you have given to the call 
heretofore made upon you, the response 
which you will give this night, are proof 
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that the seed of Christ's Church is still fitted 
to take root wheresoever it is sown in the soil 
of this people. There is nought required, save 
that our public rulers — that our wealthiest 
class of men — save that all in their degree — 
should act upon the sacred principle of im- 
parting to others those precious gifts, of which, 
without effort of their own, they find them- 
selves possessors. And if they value God's 
gifts themselves, they cannot act otherwise. 
If they have tasted of the good word of life, 
they will not be content to see it unemployed. 
" Freely ye have received, freely give." 

Nay more, their very worldly interests 
should compel the wealthy and powerful to 
satisfy the demands of their brethren in that 
only way, which can produce content. They 
should grant that, for which many a blind 
disturber of the public peace is in truth 
unconsciously clamouring. For let me in 
conclusion, set before you, what danger 
there were, no less than what shame and 
ingratitude, in neglecting this most pressing 
duty of extending Christ's kingdom among 
the sons of men. 
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It is a duty which cannot be safely neg- 
lected. The complaints of a nation, when 
well-founded, cannot be securely despised. 
And albeit that our manufacturing poor 
are altogether mistaken as to the remedies 
of their ill, yet the existence of their disorder 
they bjit too truly testify. They witness to 
a truth, which is deeply founded in man's 
heart, that God has provided a remedy for 
their disorder and misery : a truth, which the 
Church daily responds to their wondering 
ears. What does the mute language of their 
discontent express, but the very question of 
the Apostles, " Lord wilt Thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel !" Week 
by week they complain that you, with whom 
is the helm of rule and the substance of the 
country, have means of administering the 
necessary remedy ; and you cannot meet in 
your own Church on the Lord's day without 
replying that you do indeed possess it. 

And can you expect them then to feel satisfied 
while you leave their woe unredressed ? This 
mighty force, on which many of you have 
risen, or are rising, to wealth, depend on it 
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that you cannot well disregard the frantic 
writhings of its dumb undefined misery. You 
may seek to bridle it by force. You may slay, 
coerce, imprison, expatriate. But so long as 
there is a real reason for dissatisfaction, you 
cannot altogether quell the deep heavings of 
an incensed population. Has the law hands 
and feet, said a successful demagogue ? Is it 
anything but a piece of parchment with the 
king's arms at its head ? Can it go out to 
! battle for you against the thousand arms 
which are excited by a national dissatisfaction? 
Is it safe then to mock a people, by speaking 
in their ears of blessings, of which you do 
not make themselves partakers? Let the rich, 
the tranquil, and those who live at ease, look 
to it while they may. The voice of mankind 
asks for a fulfilment of those promises which 
in the Church, and in the Church alone, 
can be realized for the poor. When Christ's 
Kingdom has its own among you, such 
wants of your nature may be satisfied to the 
full. The unity which shall bind all men 
into one common confederation, the equality 
which shall give to all men their due rank 
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and honour, the charity which shall leave no 
want unremedied, the hope which no grief 
can overcome — what is there but the blessed 
Communion of Christ's Church which has 
such gifts to bestow,? Let men be duly 
trained to live as consistent Christians in the 
happy unity of the Church's fold, and all 
blessings compatible with our imperfect state 
will of necessity follow. But if these simple 
and natural means are not aflPorded, what 
attempts against the common safety, against 
your possessions, your liberties and your 
lives have you not to anticipate ? 

I would say again, my brethren, that for 
very shame those who live, as do you, in 
the possession of Christian privileges, should 
labour for their extension. Look abroad 
upon the world, and see what efPorts men 
make and what sacrifices they encounter for 
inferior ends. What patience and sagacity 
are displayed by many an individual in 
rearing up the fabric of his private fortune ! 
And does the glorious spectacle of the Church 
of Christ command no effort ? Shall we 
be content that her magnificence shall be 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



220 SERMONS. 



despised ? Is it nothing to us, that hrought 
for our henefit from a distant land, she shall 
pine away among us in forgetfulness and 
desolation? 

Shall I add what motives the claims of 
gratitude have upon us ? Is it true that we 
ourselves look for salvation through the 
blood of Jesus, and can we be content that 
His name shall be unknown to thousands of 
our fellow countrymen? Was it not for the 
salvation of a world that He shed His blood, 
and should we be ready to let any member 
of that world be lost to Him through our 
selfishness ? Shall some little sacrifice, some 
trifling diminution in our comforts, some 
abatement in the hoarded capital which we 
would leave behind, be set in competition 
with the opportunity of diffusing the Gospel 
in some benighted region of our country? 
Largely you^ have received, largely give. 
Let each man ask himself the question, what 
have I done towards the providing of new 
Churches ? Let this be a standing part of 
your thoughts and efforts. Let the rich not 
be contented unless they can turn to some 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMONS. 



221 



House of God, which owes its erection to 
their liberality; let men of smaller means 
be dissatisfied, unless they have done some- 
thing towards such a noble end; — ^unless 
they can show their children some pillar or 
some window in the House of God, towards 
the rearing of which their toil contributed. 

This, my brethren, were the way, the only 
way — to extinguish the rising discontent of 
our fellow-subjects. Thus should we do our 
part towards enlarging Christ's kingdom, 
and have what the Apostles afterwards 
exhibited, — a true anxiety for the welfare 
of Israel. Let us not offer to the Lord our 
God of that which costs us nothing. It is 
true that you have something to sacrifice in 
order to attain these ends ; but, bethink you, 
whether that can be a genuine piety, which 
in God's cause never offers a sacrifice. 

Let, then, your gifts, on the present occa- 
sion, be an example and forerunner of that 
Christian liberality, which shall abound 
henceforth to the glory of God. 
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Versicles, and Responses, arranged for the Priest and Choir. 
Edited by James Hill, Choir-Master, (late of Her Majesty's 
Chapel Royal, Windsor). Price 28. 6d. in printed Cover, or 48. 
bound in Roan and lettered. 

" It contains the full score of the ancient responses and litany, the melody 
of which lias been of immemorial use in the English choirs, harmonized by 
the Rev. Mr. Penson, of Durham, and now for the first time published. A 
few slight modifications, which are in fact but restorations of more ancient 
readings, have been made by Mr. Hill, the editor. • • • • The work is 
beautifully executed in all respects; and we have (^at hopes that it may 
become a popular manual. It should be added that the price of the volume 
is only half-a-crown.— TA« Englishman*s Magazine, 



TWO VIEWS OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF LEEDS ; 
from Drawings by William Richardson, Esq. Dedicated 
(by Permission) to His Grace the Lord Archbishop of York, and 
the Reverend W. F. Hook, D.D., Vicar of Leeds, &c., and pub- 
lished under the Sanction of the Committee of Management. 
Price of the Pair, (an interior and exterior view,) I5s; or 
coloured after the original drawings and mounted on card 
board, £1 lis. 6d. These Views are Lithographed in the finest 
Style of the Art, by Haghe and Hawkins — size twelve inches by 
sixteen inches. 



THE BOOK OF THE NAMES OF STRANGE PREACH- 
ERS, as enjoined in the 52nd Canon. Price, bound in Purple 
Roan, 8s. and 10s. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON CHRISTIAN BAP- 
TISM : for the Use of those who have not received that Holy 
Sacrament, or are inclined to withhold their Ciiildren from it. 
By the Hon. and Rev. A. P. Perceval, B.C.L. Second Edition, 
price 2d. each, or 15s. per 100. 



PRAYERS FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS. By the Rev. 
W. F. Hook, D.D., Vicar of Leeds. Fourth Edition. 
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SCBIPTURAL EVIDENCE CONCERNING THECHUBCH 
AND THE SIN OF SCHISM. Second Edition. Price Id. 
each, or 7s. 6d. per 100. 



Shortly will be published, handsomely printed in red and blacky 
upon a large Sheet, 

THE LEEDS CHURCHMANS' ALMANAC; containing a 
list of the Clergy and Services of the Parish and other Churches 
in Leeds, Church Societies in Leeds, with their Officers, with 
much other Local and General Information ; also an Account of 
the Festiyals and Fasts of the Church. 



In the Press, and will be published shortly, 
1 Vol. Foolscap 8vo. 

THE APPROPRIATE CHARACTER OF CHURCH 
ARCHITECTURE. By the Rey. Geo. Atliffb Pools, M.A., 
Incumbent of St. James' Church, Leeds. 
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